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Your Choices 

 In Key Stage 4 

2019-2021   
  

  

What This Means For You 

 

Much of your time in Years 10 and 11 is spent studying compulsory GCSE subjects. 

 

You will also continue to do PE, Games and Well Being. 

 

You have to choose 4 other subjects. 

 

This booklet contains information about the courses you can choose from. 

Courses will only be able to run if enough students choose them 
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How your timetable will work: 

 

Over a 2 week cycle your time will be allocated as follows: 

 

 English Maths Science Option 

Choices 

PE/Games Wellbeing 

1 hr   

periods 

9 

5 

Literature 

4 

Language 

8 7 22 3 1 

       

 2 GCSEs  1 - 2  

GCSEs 

2 

GCSEs 

4 

GCSEs 

or Tech 

Awards 

No 

qualification 

No 

qualification 

 

Compulsory Core 

Subjects 

You will study these compulsory Core GCSE subjects: 
  

 English Language 

 English Literature  

 Mathematics 

In addition some students may do a Further Maths GCSE 

 Combined Science  

All students will be taking Combined Science which covers a balanced study of all 

three Sciences.  The Combined Science course is worth two GCSEs.   

 

Students can now opt to study the Separate Science GCSEs.  This course leads to 

three separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

  

For further information about the compulsory Core curriculum subjects visit 

the website at http://www.stjohns.wilts.sch.uk/curriculum/ks4/ 
 

http://www.stjohns.wilts.sch.uk/curriculum/ks4/
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This booklet gives you information about the subjects you can choose to study in 

Years 10 and 11.  You will need to choose four of these subjects.  It is something that 

you will need to think carefully about and consider some of the following: 

 

 How much you’re interested in and enjoy the subject 

 How well are you doing in that subject; read your Year 9 February Report 

 Think sensibly about subjects that work well together and give you a broad and 

balanced education 

 

Advice and Guidance 
 All GCSEs use the new 9-1 grading system. 

 Many subjects no longer have any controlled assessment/coursework. 

 Research possible future careers you may be interested in and the entry 

qualifications required for college, university or apprenticeship schemes.  It’s 

never too early to use this as a focus! 

 Get advice and talk to your family, tutor and class teachers. 

 Choose subjects that you enjoy and will be successful in.  The better grades you 

get, the more choices you will have after Year 11. 
 

Remember 
 It’s not usually a good idea to select a subject just because your friends are doing 

it! 

 Don’t select a subject because you’ve enjoyed being taught by a particular 

teacher.  You may not have them in the years to come.  It’s far better to focus 

on your skills and enjoyment of the subject. 

 These courses last for two years.  You will not be able to change your mind at 

the end of Year 10! 

 

 

These are your choices. 

Consider them wisely and you will succeed! 

 

  

Your Subject Choices  
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Useful websites for Careers Advice and Guidance 

 
Careers guidance meetings are available to all students. For further information and any 

general queries please ask in the Careers & WRL office in G121.  There is a variety of 

careers related information and prospectuses from the school library and the careers 

office as well as an extensive range of online resources.  These can be accessed 

directly through Sharepoint. 
 

Fast Tomato (Years 8 to 13) - https://www.fasttomato.com/ 
 
 
Interactive Careers Guidance and Education programme 
To register use St John’s Code: SJNM 

 
 
 

 

Higher Ideas (Years 11 / 12 & 13) 
 

Comprehensive resource for exploring Higher Education 

options. 
 

Resource Companion accessed from the SharePoint resources 

 
 

An online careers library – this includes independent and 

impartial links to career-related information including further 

and higher education and apprenticeships. 
 

Further advice and guidance can be found from these useful websites: 

 National Careers Service: https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/ 

 

 Career Pilot - Information about qualifications, changes in education and 

potential routes to careers: https://careerpilot.org.uk/ 

 

Advice for Parents: 

 https://www.careersadviceforparents.org/ 

 

 http://parentzone.careerpilot.org.uk/parent 

 

 www.apprenticeships.org.uk 

 

 www.icould.com 

 

 https://amazingapprenticeships.com/ 
 

https://www.fasttomato.com/
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
https://careerpilot.org.uk/
https://www.careersadviceforparents.org/
http://parentzone.careerpilot.org.uk/parent
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/
http://www.icould.com/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/
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  New Pathways for 2019/2021 

For September 2019 students will be allocated to one of the following pathways 

 

Pathway Typical current grade What percentage of 

students 
Martinsell Secured to Exceeding + 63% 

 

Avon Developing + to Secured  32% 

 

Kennet Raise to Developing 5% 

 
 

 

What will this actually mean? 

 

MARTINSELL 
Must choose either:  French, German, Spanish or Latin 

Must choose either:  History or Geography 

2 more choices:   any other subjects 

 

AVON 
Must choose either: French, German, Spanish, Latin, History, Geography or 

Computer Science 

3 more choices:  any other subjects 

 

KENNET 
Must choose:   additional support for Maths and English 

Must choose:  ASDAN Life Skills 

2 more choices:  from a selection of recommended courses 
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GCSE or Tech Award? 

GCSEs 

 
 All GCSEs use the new 9-1 grading system 

 Many subjects no longer have any controlled assessment/coursework 

 You will study at least 7 GCSEs 

 You may NOT study more than 2 Art and Design subjects 

Tech Awards 

 
 Tech Awards are equivalent to GCSEs and we are offering them in some 

of our more practical subjects 

 Tech Awards are mostly assessed by regular coursework throughout 

Year 10 and 11 with a final exam or task worth 40% of the grade 

 Tech Awards are assessed from Level 2 Starred Distinction down to a 

Level 1 Pass 

 You may NOT study both Dance and Acting Tech Awards 
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Art and Design - Fine Art (GCSE) 
 

What is the qualification? 
AQA GCSE in Fine Art 

 

What will I learn in Art? 
You will acquire and develop technical skills through working with a broad range of materials, techniques and  

processes; you will also develop knowledge and a good understanding of art in historical and contemporary contexts,  

societies and cultures.  You will develop an awareness of the different roles and individual work practices  

evident in the production of art, craft and design in the creative and cultural industries.   

 
What is the course overview for Art? 

 Component 1: Portfolio (60%) - A portfolio which covers the four assessment objectives. It will give 

evidence of your journey from the start of the project to a final outcome.  There are 2 different project 

themes. 

 Component 2: Externally set assignment (40%) - You will respond to a chosen starting point from  

an externally set paper and record your journey from the start of the project to a final outcome. 

 

How will I be assessed in Art? 
GCSE Fine Art is a practical course in which you learn by doing.  Both components are non-exam assessment.   

The work is marked internally by your teacher and moderated externally by AQA. 

 

What skills will I develop in Art? 
Alongside the practical expertise you will develop, you will also learn transferable skills valued in both higher education 

and the world of work: analytical thinking, creative problem solving, working independently, researching, understanding 

how to communicate effectively. 

 

Why should I study Art? 
Fine Art will give you the opportunity to use creativity to express yourself. You will develop your understanding  

of creative processes, your ability to observe and to think, to solve problems and to communicate in a visual way.  

It will enable you to work independently and to make your own discoveries by exploring ideas, other artists’ work,  

and different materials and techniques. Fine Art gives you the skills and knowledge to create personal and imaginative 

work.   

 

Which career pathways will Art lead to? 
Studying a Fine Art related degree at university can give you all sorts of exciting career opportunities, including:  

2D and 3D Animator, Architect, Art Historian, Art Therapist, Ceramicist, Games Designer, Illustrator, Interior 

Architect and Designer, Portrait Painter, Printmaker, Sculptor, Visual-effects person for film and television, Fashion 

Designer. 

 

Who should I contact for more details about Art? 
Mrs L Spokes email: LSpokes@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

 

 

 

  

mailto:LSpokes@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
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Art and Design - Graphic Communication (GCSE) 

 

What is the qualification?  
AQA GCSE – Graphic Communication 
 

What will I learn in Graphics? 
This award is for students who want to study Graphic Design in a hands-on practical way. The main areas we will 

focus on are: Advertising, Design for print, Illustration, Packaging design, Signage and Typography.  

 

This course is designed to equip you with the knowledge, skills and experience to develop your own personal 

interests in Graphic Design creatively.  You will gain an understanding of ways to generate patterns, logos, 

backgrounds, ideas and emotions, using a range of graphic media, processes, techniques and elements such as colour, 

icons, images, typography and photographs.  

 

You will study the work of graphic artists and illustrators past and present.  You will develop your design drawing 

and rendering skills, learn how to generate graphics by hand, work digitally with industry-standard Adobe packages 

Illustrator (for vector graphics), Photoshop (for bitmap images) and InDesign for layout. 

 

What is the course overview for Graphics? 

 Component 1: Portfolio (60%) - You will be demonstrating your creative response to a number of Design 

Briefs.   

 Component 2: Externally set assignment (40%) - Responding to a chosen starting point from an externally 

set paper. You will record your design journey from the start of the project to a final outcome – you can 

specialise in your favourite areas and help build a portfolio. 

 

How will I be assessed in Graphics? 
This is a practical, project based course, both components are by non-exam assessment.  Your work is marked 

internally by your teacher and then moderated externally. 

 

Why should I study Graphics? 
Creativity and design will play an ever increasing role in future careers and available jobs due to advancements in 

technology.  Currently 1 in 11 jobs in the UK are in the Creative Economy within a wide range of disciplines 

(http://www.thecreativeindustries.co.uk/resources/infographics) and this grows annually.  Graphic Communication is 

an enjoyable, creative and hands-on course for all levels of ability.  

 

Which career pathways will Graphics lead to? 
This Award allows you to progress to A-levels and level 3 vocational courses.  As a creative thinker and problem 

solver this qualification can open doors to many careers.  It is an excellent introduction to A-level Graphic 

Communication. Graphics specific careers include: Graphic Design, Advertising, Branding, Journalism, Retailing, 

Marketing, Merchandising, Interior Design, Architecture, Theatre and Film, Craft Work. 

 

Who should I contact for more details about Graphics? 

Mr G England email: GEngland@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

 

  

http://www.thecreativeindustries.co.uk/resources/infographics
mailto:GEngland@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
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Art and Design - Photography (GCSE)  
  

What is the qualification?  
AQA GCSE in Photography  

  

What will I learn in Photography?  
Produce images using light-sensitive materials such as photographic film, or digital methods of development and 

production to create static or moving images. Areas of study could include portraiture, installation, photo-journalism, 

moving image: film, video and animation and fashion photography. 

  
What is the course overview for Photography?  

 Component 1: Portfolio (60%) - A portfolio which covers the four assessment objectives. It will give 

evidence of your journey from the start of the project to a final outcome.  There are 2 different project 

themes.  

 Component 2: Externally set assignment (40%) - You will respond to a chosen starting point from an 

externally set paper and record your journey from the start of the project to a final outcome.  

  

How will I be assessed in Photography?  
GCSE Photography is a practical course in which you learn by doing.  Both components are non-exam assessment.    

The work is marked internally by your teacher and moderated externally by AQA.  
  

What skills will I develop in Photography?  
Alongside improving your practical expertise, you’ll learn how to develop, refine and record your ideas and present a 

personal response that realises your intentions. You will also improve your creative skills through the effective use of 

media, materials, techniques, processes and technologies and successfully use visual language and the formal elements 

e.g., colour, line, form, shape, tone, texture. 

 
Why should I study Photography?  
If you enjoy being creative, want to increase your practical skills and improve your analytical, communication and 

research abilities, Photography is a great choice. The skills you gain make it a great complement to other subjects. 

Photography is a way of seeing things and making sense of the world around you. It can help you with further study 

and prepare you for the world of work.  

 
Which career pathways will Photography lead to?  
Studying an Art and Design related degree at university can give you all sorts of exciting career opportunities, 

including: Fashion design, Graphic design, Theatre designer, Animator, Video game designer, Illustrator, Museum 

curator, Photographer, Architecture, Product design, Textiles design, Ceramics, Advertising, Publishing, Interior 

design, Fashion and media journalism, Hair and make-up design, Retail design, Exhibition design, Jewellery design, 

Artist, Visual media, Teaching 

  

Who should I contact for more details about Photography?  
Mrs L Spokes email: LSpokes@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:LSpokes@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
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Art and Design – Fashion Textiles (GCSE) 
 

What is the qualification? 
Edexcel GCSE Art & Design – Textile Design  
 

What will I learn in Textiles? 
This award is for students who want to study fashion and textiles in a hands-on practical way. This course is designed 

to equip you with the knowledge, skills and experience to develop your own personal interests using textiles creatively. 

You will gain an understanding of dyeing and printing; hand and machine stitching; fabric manipulation and combining 

materials; fibres and yarns, fabrics and fabric construction, textile components; joining and finishing and product 

manufacture. You will study the work of textiles artists and fashion designers past and present and gain an 

understanding of the retail fashion industry. You will develop your design drawing skills. 

 

What is the course overview for Textiles? 

 Component 1: Portfolio (60%) - During Year 10, you will be working in sketchbooks, completing a number 

of bite-sized projects to build up your Personal Portfolio.  You will be demonstrating your creative response 

to a number of Design Briefs.   

 Component 2: Externally set assignment (40%) - From January of Year 11 until the end of the course you 

will be responding to a chosen starting point from an externally set paper. You will record your design 

journey from the start of the project to a final outcome. 

 

How will I be assessed in Textiles? 
This is a practical, project based course, both components are by non-exam assessment. Your work is marked internally 

by your teacher and then moderated externally by Edexcel.   

 

What skills will I develop in Textiles? 
Many of the skills learnt on this course are transferable. You will be encouraged to manage your own learning and take 

responsibility for your own success. You will gain experience in project management and creative problem solving - 

skills much needed in our modern, technology driven, global world. You will acquire good communication and 

collaboration skills through written and verbal discussion about your work. Through analysis of your own work and 

that of other textiles artists and designers you will develop your own critical thinking. ICT and CAD/CAM will be used 

where appropriate. 

 

Why should I study Textiles? 
Fashion and Textiles is an enjoyable, creative and hands-on course for all levels of ability. Our well-equipped workshops 

ensure you are challenged intellectually and achieve well. Staff build a positive atmosphere in lessons and boost self-

esteem to ensure success. Textile students regularly achieve top results in school and nationally. 

 

Which career pathways will Textiles lead to? 
This Award allows you to progress to A-levels and level 3 vocational courses.  As a creative thinker and problem 

solver this qualification can open doors to many careers.  It is a good introduction to A-level Textiles. Textile specific 

careers include: Journalism, Design, Retailing, Marketing, Merchandising, Textile Conservation, Interior Design, 

Architecture, Theatre and Film, Craft Work, Teaching and Art Therapy. 

 

Who should I contact for more details about Textiles? 
Ms K Griffin email KGriffin@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

 

mailto:KGriffin@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
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Classical Civilisation (GCSE) 
 

What is the qualification?  
OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation 

 

What will I learn in Classical Civilisation? 
You will gain knowledge and understanding about interesting aspects of the lives, beliefs and mythology of the  

Greeks and the Romans. You will develop awareness of what the distant past tells us about our own world.  
You will be encouraged to express your ideas in a variety of ways, thus improving communication skills and  

creative expression.  
 

What is the course overview for Classical Civilisation? 

Myth and Religion of Greece and Rome 

 The gods and goddesses, how and why they were worshipped 

 Temples, sacrifices and some bizarre religious festivals 

 The exploration of heroes such as Heracles/Hercules and how they were viewed 

Roman City Life:  

 Looking at houses and public buildings, we will discover how ordinary Romans lived and what  
was important to them. How different do you think our lives are today?  

 Explore in depth the different types of entertainment that the Romans enjoyed; from the 

gladiatorial arena to the Circus Maximus to the Roman bath complexes. 

 Analyse Roman literature (in translation), gaining an insight into what the Romans themselves 

thought about their society. 

 

How will I be assessed in Classical Civilisation? 
There are two exam papers each worth 50%. 

  

What skills will I develop in Classical Civilisation? 
You will be encouraged to enquire actively into the classical world so that you develop as an effective and  
independent learner, and a critical and reflective thinker. You will develop and apply analytical and evaluative  
skills. Through a variety of tasks you will develop your reading, writing and speaking skills. 
 

Why should I study Classical Civilisation? 
Students who opt for Classical Civilisation are enthusiastic and well-motivated thus providing an ideal learning 

environment. Lessons are varied and interesting. You will have the opportunity to be involved in a study tour 
to Rome and Pompeii and visits to the theatre and to local places of interest. 
 

Which career pathways will Classical Civilisation lead to? 
A very wide range of careers is open to Classics students. Teaching and museum careers are obvious options but  

a Classics students' good communication skills are useful in journalism, consultancy, management, finance and even 

accountancy to name but a few.  In addition, Classics' students' bright ideas and well researched plans are welcome  

in advertising, PR and marketing. 

 

Who should I contact for more details about Classical Civilisation? 
 Mrs E Evans or Miss S Thomas email: EEvans@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk or SThomas@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

mailto:EEvans@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
mailto:SThomas@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
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Computer Science (GCSE) 
 

What is the qualification? 
OCR GCSE Computer Science 

 

What will I learn in Computer Science? 
This course will give you a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology works, how computers store 

and communicate information, how to keep computer systems safe, and how computers are used in different contexts. 

You will also have a chance to improve your computer programming, analytical thinking and problem solving skills, as 

well as learn how to follow a project development life cycle. 

 

What is the course overview for Computer Science? 

 Systems architecture, memory & storage  Cyber security & systems software 

 Network topologies, protocols and layers  Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns 

 Algorithms & programming techniques  Computational logic 

 Data representation  Translators and facilities of programming languages 

 

How will I be assessed in Computer Science? 

 Computer Systems: Written Paper (50% ) 

 Computational thinking, algorithms & programming: Written Paper (50%) 

 Programming Project: 20 hours guided learning (non-assessed) 

 

What skills will I develop in Computer Science? 

 Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer Science, including abstraction, 

decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation 

 Analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving problems, including 

designing, writing and debugging programs 

 Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically 

 Understand the components that make up digital systems and digitial communications 

 Understand the impacts of digital technology on the individual and on wider society 

 Apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science. 

 

Why should I study Computer Science? 
As the role and importance of computer technology in modern society continues to grow, having a good understanding 

of how computer technology and digital systems work and how we can harness them to become more productive, is 

becoming increasingly relevant. It’s impossible to predict what the world will look like twenty years from now but one 

thing that’s certain is that computer technology will be playing an even bigger part in our lives than it does today. 

 

Which career pathways will Computer Science lead to? 
Computer Science is no longer just a career choice, it is a career enabler. A good understanding of Computer Science 

is becoming increasingly important to jobs across a range of sectors, especially in science, technology, engineering, and 

research. Additionally, the computing industry itself continues to grow and mature, with heavy demand in an ever 

increasing number of areas including; software development, web design, multimedia programming, technical 

authoring, network engineering, databases administration, IT consulting and cyber security. 

 

Who should I contact for more details about Computer Science? 
Mr R Jarvis or Mr C Field email: RJarvis@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk or CField@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

mailto:RJarvis@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
mailto:CField@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
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Creative Media Production (Tech Award) 
 

What is the qualification? 
Pearson Level 1/Level 2 Technical Award in Creative Media Production 

 

What will I learn in Creative Media Production? 
As the Tech Award in Creative Media Production is a practical introduction to life and work in the industry, you will 

be able to explore the sector while developing technical skills and techniques; producing a digital media product in 

response to a brief and reviewing and reflecting on the process and outcome.  

 

What is the course overview for Creative Media Production? 

 Component 1: Exploring media products 

Aim: to learn about the sector and investigate media products across the following sub-sectors: audio/moving 

image (TV programmes, films, video shorts, animations, radio broadcasts); publishing (newspapers, magazines, 

books, e-magazines, comics); interactive (websites, mobile apps, mobile games, video games, online games). 

 Component 2: Developing digital media production skills 

Aim: to develop technical skills and techniques in the chosen discipline(s) of audio/moving image, publishing 

and interactive. 

 Component 3 Responding to a brief 

Aim: to apply digital skills and techniques by responding to a digital media brief. 

 

How will I be assessed in Creative Media Production? 
Components 1 and 2 are each worth 30% and are comprised of internally assessed assignments. Component 3 is 

worth 40% and culminates in an externally assessed task where you will respond to a brief to create a media product. 

 

What skills will I develop in Creative Media Production? 
With a Tech Award in Creative Media Production, you will be able to explore, challenge and realise your potential. 

During the course, you will be able to see whether the industry is one you want to be in, where you could go, and 

gain the knowledge and skills you need to succeed in your next steps.   

 

Why should I study Creative Media Production? 
Would you fancy taking a hands-on course alongside your GCSEs that gives you a taste of what the creative media 

sector is like, as well as the skills and confidence to succeed in your next steps? With the new Tech Award in Creative 

Media Production, you will get the chance to develop valuable skills and techniques in different disciplines, produce a 

practical response to a digital media brief, and explore potential careers in the industry.  

 

Which career pathways will Creative Media Production lead to? 
After completing the course, you can continue on to further vocational and academic study at level 3 (such as the 

Level 3 Creative Digital Media Production course that we currently offer here in the Sixth Form at St John's), as well 

as apprenticeships and traineeships. What’s more, the transferable skills you will master during your studies such as 

self-reflection, communication, teamwork and problem solving will also support your progress in the present and 

future, whatever career path you decide to follow.  

 
Who should I contact for more details about Creative Media Production? 
Mr M Wilson email: MWilson@stjohn.excalibur.org.uk 

 

mailto:MWilson@stjohn.excalibur.org.uk
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D&T Product Design (GCSE) 
 

What is the qualification? 
AQA GCSE Design and Technology  

 

What will I learn in Design and Technology? 
GCSE Design and Technology will prepare you to participate confidently and successfully in our creative technological 

world. The GCSE allows you to study a broad range of design processes, materials, techniques and equipment.  You 

will gain specialist knowledge of designing and working with resistant materials. You will use and develop your 

knowledge gained during KS3 in Graphics, Electronics, Textiles and CAD/CAM.  Design and Technology is a key STEM 

subject; the practical application of Maths and Science. You will be at the forefront of the government’s push for the 

development of the British economy through Design and Technology. 

 

What is the course overview for Design and Technology? 
The final mark for the GCSE consists of 2 elements: 

 A Design and Make coursework task which gives you the opportunity to explore and demonstrate your own 

creativity whilst designing and making your chosen product.  You complete a 20-page folder showing the 

product’s development. 

 Final written exam - A mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions with some extended response 

questions, assessing technical knowledge, understanding of designing and making principles and GCSE Science 

concepts. 

 

How will I be assessed in Design and Technology? 
Coursework (50%) 

Written Exam (50%) 

 

What skills will I develop in Design and Technology? 
You will develop many skills which will be essential for many different career paths: analytical thinking, creative thinking, 

problem solving, resilience and communication skills. 

 

Why should I study Design and Technology? 
St. John’s Design and Technology students are very successful because they enjoy the course. They are always amongst 

the highest achievers nationally. We give you an excellent introduction to our A-level Product Design and Graphics 

courses. 

 

Which career pathways will Design and Technology lead to? 

Design and Technology opens many doors.  We are an excellent choice for students wishing to follow university 

courses requiring analytical and critical thinking skills. Design and Technology links particularly well with university 

courses in computing, architecture, product design, industrial design and engineering where our A-level is a listed 

subject for these prestigious university courses. 

 

Who should I contact for more details about Design and Technology? 
Mr G England email: GEngland@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:GEngland@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
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Food Preparation and Nutrition (GCSE) 
 

What is the qualification? 
AQA GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition  

 

What will I learn in Food Preparation and Nutrition? 
This GCSE is an exciting and creative course which focuses on practical cooking skills. You will develop an 

understanding of nutrition, food provenance, the working characteristics of ingredients and food safety. 
 

What is the course overview for Food Preparation and Nutrition?  

 Food Preparation skills  

 Food, Nutrition and Health 

 Food Safety 

 Food Science 

 Food Provenance 

 Food Choice 
 

How will I be assessed in Food Preparation and Nutrition? 
You will complete two NEAs (non-exam assessments) during the course. 

 NEA 1: Food Investigation (15%).  A report on the scientific principles of the preparation and cooking 

of food.  

 NEA 2: Food Preparation assessment (35%).  You will plan and cook a three course menu in 3 hours. 

 Written Examination (50%) 

 

What skills will I develop in Food Preparation and Nutrition?  
Food Preparation and Nutrition will enable you to develop many desirable skills that both employers and universities 

seek - communication, team-working, problem solving and analytical skills.  This course will help you gain an 

understanding of the future of food and the role it plays within society.  You will become more confident in decision 

making and developing your own judgements in a supportive and creative classroom environment. 

 

Why should I study Food Preparation and Nutrition?  

You will acquire a full range of culinary techniques, as well as knowledge of nutrition, food traditions and kitchen 

safety.  The course will inspire and motivate you, opening your eyes to a world of career opportunities within the 

food industry and give you the confidence to cook with ingredients from across the globe. 

 

Which career pathways will Food Preparation and Nutrition lead to? 
Food Preparation and Nutrition can lead to a number of careers not just those directly linked with the food industry.  

It can also help to support applications to a wide range of further education courses such as Food Science, Product 

Development, Food and Nutrition, Sports Science, Midwifery and Nursing, Medicine, Dietetics, Catering and 

Hospitality, Food Journalism and PR, Food Styling and Photography, Food Retail and Environmental Health. 

  

Who should I contact for more details about Food Preparation and Nutrition?  
Miss T Willis email: TWillis@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:TWillis@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
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Geography GCSE 

 
What is the qualification? 
AQA GCSE Geography  
 

What will I learn in Geography? 
In geography you learn about the world! You will learn about the UK physical landscape and the role of rivers and 

waves in shaping our environment. You will study natural hazards such as volcanoes, earthquakes and tropical 

storms. You will find out about extreme weather events and the implications of climate change. You will learn about 

the major ecosystems of the world including rainforests and deserts: will these survive the onslaught of human 

activity? In terms of human geography you will learn about major world cities and the challenges that they face. You 

will discover how the world works from an economic point of view: which countries and corporations are the 

major players in todays connected world? Finally, you will learn about the challenges we face in managing the earth’s 

resources: how will we provide the necessary food, water and energy for an ever-growing global population? 
 

What is the course overview for Geography? 

 Living with the Physical Environment 

The Challenge of Natural Hazards / Physical Landscapes in the UK / The Living World 

 Challenges in the Human Environment 

Urban Issues and Challenges / The Changing Economic World / The Challenge of Resource Management 

 Geographical Applications 

Evaluating Contemporary Issues / Fieldwork / Geographical Skills 
 

How will I be assessed in Geography? 
You will be assessed via three exams at the end of Year 11 (One exam in each of the topic areas listed above) 

 

What skills will I develop in Geography? 
The skills you will develop in Geography are too numerous to list! They include: Map skills, graphical skills, numerical 

skills, statistical skills, use of data, investigative skills and literacy skills.  
 

Why should I study Geography? 
The future of the planet is in your generation’s hands! Young people need to know about world problems and how 

these can be managed. The range of transferable skills learned through the study of Geography is one of the reasons 

that it is prized by universities and employers. Geography is one of the "English Baccalaureate" subjects at GCSE 

level, and at A-level is regarded as a "Facilitating subject" by the top universities. 
 

Which career pathways will Geography lead to? 
Geographers are employed in numerous fields such as journalism and media, the law, engineering, business 

management, ICT, environmental management, teaching, marketing, architecture, town planning, recreation 

and tourism.  

 

Who should I contact for more details about Geography? 
Mr Lacey email: RLacey@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 
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Hospitality And Catering 

 
What is the qualification? 
Eduqas Level 1/2 Vocational Award 

 

What will I learn in Hospitality and Catering? 
Level 1/2 Hospitality and Catering is a course that allows students to demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by 

planning, preparing and cooking a variety of food commodities whilst using different cooking techniques and 

equipment.  Students will study the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and 

psychological effects of poor diet and health.  They will also gain an understanding and explore the Hospitality and 

Catering industry, the job roles and the different types of equipment used to support the industry.   

 

What is the course overview for Hospitality and Catering? 
The course is split between weekly practical cooking lessons, theory lessons and directed learning time for 

assessment.   The topics covered include: 

 

 Food preparation skills  

 Meeting customer needs 

 Food Safety 

 Nutrition  

 The catering industry (job roles and responsibilities) 

 Legislation 

 
How will I be assessed in Hospitality and Catering? 
Unit 1: Hospitality and Catering Industry - written exam 40%  
Unit 2:  Hospitality and Catering in Action - Coursework 60% 
Students must complete both units 

 

What skills will I develop in Hospitality and Catering? 

You will develop food preparation skills to produce dishes of a high quality using a range of specialist equipment, 

whilst also ensuring those dishes meet customer demands. The skills developed on the course include: organisation, 

time management, effective communication, creativity, decision making, problem solving and the use of I.C.T.   

 

Why should I study Hospitality and Catering? 
As long as we need to eat, there will be jobs in the food industry. It is an industry that is constantly expanding due 

to emerging technologies and frequent changes in customer trends  This course develops many transferable skills to 

help support this demand. This is a creative and enjoyable course focused at developing high standards of food 

preparation techniques, whilst also allowing freedom for choice for students to tailor the course to suit their 

interests.  

 

Which careers pathways will Hospitality and Catering lead to? 
This is a high value, rigorous qualification that is equivalent to a single GCSE.  It can help support applications to 

further education courses within the sector such as Level 3 Food Science and Nutrition, Level 3 Advanced Diploma 

in Food Preparation and Cookery Supervision.  Or lead onto a wide range of careers within the industry and beyond 

such as; becoming a Chef, business management, hotel and bar managers, food technologists in manufacturing.  As 

well as careers within Nutrition, Dietetics, Teaching, Product Development, Sports science, Food Journalism, Food 

Styling, Social Work and Environmental Health 

 

Who should I contact for more details about Hospitality and Catering?  
Miss T Willis email TWillis@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

mailto:TWillis@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
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History (GCSE) 
 

What is the qualification?  
Edexcel GCSE History 

 

What will I learn in History? 
History at GCSE aims to cover political and social history over a wide time period in Britain and the wider world. 

 
What is the course overview for History? 

 Medicine in Britain, c1250-present: you will learn about how medicine developed in Britain.  

There will also be an in-depth study of medicine on the Western Front during the First World War. 

 The Reigns of Richard I (The Lion Heart) and King John: you will study the Crusades and the 

Magna Carta. 

 Weimar and Nazi Germany: you will look at how Germany developed after the First World War  

 and how the Nazi dictatorship under Hitler emerged. 

 The Cold War, 1941-1991: this unit looks at how the Cold War between the USA and USSR developed 

and ended. 
 

How will I be assessed in History? 
There are three exam papers:  

 Paper 1: Medicine (30%) 

 Paper 2: Richard I and King John, and the Cold War (40%) 

 Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany (30%) 

 

 

What skills will I develop in History? 
There are many skills that History will help you to develop, including: 

 How to handle and analyse data   •   How to organise information  

 The ability to question how reliable information is •   Excellent communication & writing skills 

 How to construct an argument    •   Research skills 

 

Why should I study History? 
History teaches you how and why the world came to be as it is today.  History asks ‘how did things get to be this  

way?’  History deals with big issues e.g. racism, power, war, politics, discrimination and terrorism. 

 

Which career pathways will History lead to? 
There are many career opportunities that can be opened up by History, here are some: 
 

 Historian 

 Archaeologist 

 Banking and finance 

 Law 

 Teaching 

 Politics 

 Museum work 

 

 Journalism 

 Tourism 

 Media 

 
 

Who should I contact for more details about History? 

Mr P Baldrey email: PBaldrey@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 
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Information Technology (IT) (Tech Award) 
 

What is the qualification? 
OCR Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in Information Technologies 

 

What will I learn in IT? 
Cambridge National in Information Technologies will give students a real understanding of their digital environment, 

develop key skills, and prepare them for their future use of IT in their chosen career. 

Using real life examples from smart watches and cybersecurity to fake news, you’ll be taken on a journey of discovery 

to find out how IT is applied and the extent to which digital footprints impact our everyday life. 

You will develop skills in the use of IT tools and techniques, find out how IT skills are used in the real world and learn 

about systems, technologies and security issues. 

You will also learn about the project life cycle and how to apply this process to develop IT solutions.  You will apply 

your knowledge and develop your skills in practical ways through projects that will enable you to develop your 

ideas.  

 

What is the course overview for IT? 

 Practical Skills & Understanding: using Industry standard software such as Presentation, Spreadsheet, 

Databases, Graphics, and Website Authoring software to create usable systems to solve problems. 

 Knowledge of Theory & Understanding: the project life cycle, different risks associated with the 

collection, storage and use of data and how the legal, moral, ethical and security issues can have an impact 

on organisations and individuals  and systems as well as their impact on people and organisations 

 

How will I be assessed in IT? 

 Assessment 1: Understanding tools, techniques, methods and processes for technological solutions - 

exam (50%) 

 Assessment 2: Developing a technological solution – coursework (50%) 

 

What skills will I develop in IT? 
You will develop and enhance your IT skills across multiple software packages.  You will also develop  

your problem solving, decision making, innovation, project management, team working and communication skills.  

All of which are essential in the IT sector. 

 

Why should I study IT? 
Social networking, games, music, shopping, news and movies are all part of our everyday lives.  IT and the hardware 

and software associated with the IT industry are a vital part of nearly every major industry.  The digital economy in 

the UK has grown two and half times faster than the economy as a whole.  Studying IT will equip you with the 

knowledge, understanding and skills commonly used in many sectors.  In addition you will gain an understanding of 

how recent developments in technology and the world of work and entertainment impact on our everyday lives. 

 

Which career pathways will IT lead to? 
Cambridge Technicals in Information Technology, Computing, Business, Engineering, Architecture, Graphics and 

Web Design, Science – at A Level and beyond, or an Apprenticeship. 

 

Who should I contact for more details about IT? 
Mr K Jefferies or Mrs E Hawes email: KJefferies@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk or EHawes@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

mailto:KJefferies@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
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Latin (GCSE) 
 

What is the qualification? 
OCR GCSE Latin  

 

What will I learn in Latin? 

 A firm grasp of the Latin language, grammar and vocabulary. 

 Understanding of a culture which so influenced our own and the ability to make informed comparisons. 

 

What is the course overview for Latin? 

 

 Language (Worth 50% of the total GCSE) 

In Year 10 you will study Latin to GCSE books 1 and 2, teaching you all the grammar and vocabulary you 

need to know. In Year 11 with the help of a variety of materials and methods you will hone your language 

skills to perfection! 

 

 Literature and Culture (Worth 25% of the total GCSE) 

In Year 10 you will gain knowledge of Roman society by investigating the topics of “Roman Britain” and 

“Roman Myths and Beliefs”. From examination of actual objects, inscriptions, pictures and written sources 

you will build knowledge and the skills of understanding and evaluating sources.  

 

 Verse Literature (Worth 25% of the total GCSE) 

In Year 11 you will read Book 2 of Virgil’s Aeneid in its original Latin. This is a fantastic story, detailing the 

tragic destruction of Troy, when it finally succumbs to the intelligence of the Greeks. 

 How did the Greeks finally get into Troy after 10 years of war? 

 Why was Aeneas saved by the gods and allowed to escape? 

 

How will I be assessed in Latin? 
Assessment is by examination in 3 papers: Language (50%), Literature and Culture (25%) and Verse Literature (25%).   

 

Why should I study Latin? 

 You will enhance your study of other languages especially your own. This will make you a clear and 

authoritative communicator. 

 Students who opt for Latin are enthusiastic and well-motivated thus providing an ideal learning environment.   

 You will have the opportunity to be involved in a study tour to Rome and Pompeii and visits to the theatre  

and to local places of interest. 

 It will set you apart from the crowd - St John’s is almost unique as a state school offering Latin within the 

curriculum 

 

 

Who should I contact for more details about Latin? 
Mrs E Evans or Miss S Thomas email: EEvans@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk or SThomas@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:EEvans@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
mailto:SThomas@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk


  

22 

 

Modern Foreign Languages (GCSE) 
 
What is the qualification? 

AQA GCSE in French, German or Spanish 

 

What will I learn in Modern Foreign Languages? 

You will develop your language skills to their full potential, equipping you with the knowledge to communicate in a 

variety of contexts with confidence.  You will also find out about other people, countries and cultures as part of a 

varied and interesting course.  There are exchange trips and links with partner schools in Europe which students may 

wish to pursue.   

 

What is the course overview in Modern Foreign Languages?        

You will study 3 themes over the 2 years:  

 Identity and culture-relationships, technology in everyday life, free-time activities, customs & festivals 

 Local, national, international and global areas of interest-home town, neighbourhood & region, social & global 

issues, travel & tourism 

 Current and future study and employment 

 

How will I be assessed in Modern Foreign Languages? 

Each individual skill area, listening, speaking, reading and writing acount for 25% of the final grade.  All assessments 

take place in final examinations at the very end of the course and are marked by our exam board AQA.  The speaking 

is a 

one-to-one speaking test with your class teacher in term 5 of Year 11 but is still marked by AQA.  You will be assessed 

in all skill areas either at Foundation (max grade 5) or at Higher level (grades 9-4), in consultation with your class 

teacher. 

  

What skills will I develop in Modern Foreign Languages? 

Foreign language study has also been shown to enhance listening skills and memory.   Furthermore, students who have 

studied a foreign language develop greater cognitive skills in such areas as mental flexibility, creativity, divergent 

thinking and higher order thinking skills.  You will extend your ability to communicate effectively in speaking and 

writing in a Modern Foreign Language and you will learn to recognise and respond to key information.  You will 

develop memorisation techniques and your ability to cooperate with others and work as a team.  

 

Why should I study Modern Foreign Languages? 

Knowing another language gives you a skill for life which will prepare you to take your part in a global community as 

an enlightened citizen either through further study or the world of work.  Qualifications in a Modern Foreign Language 

are increasingly valued and favoured by employers and universities.  

 

Which career pathways will Modern Foreign Languages lead to? 

Not only specialist language occupations such as interpreting, translating or teaching but also practically any  

career at home or abroad can follow from the study of a Modern Foreign Language e.g. market research, journalism, 

information and communication technology, hospitality, leisure and tourism, business administration, banking and 

insurance, marketing and law.  You will put yourself one step ahead in a global market place with a language GCSE.  

 

Who should I contact for more details about Modern Foreign Languages? 

Mrs S Drake or Ms P Dickinson email: SDrake@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk or PDickinson@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:SDrake@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
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Music (GCSE) 
 

What is the qualification? 
OCR GCSE Music 

 

What will I learn in Music? 
You will reflect on and develop key musical skills through performing, composing and listening.  You will develop 

performance skills through solo and ensemble recordings where you will explore and understand how to be an 

effective performer in different contexts.  You will gain a more in-depth understanding of your instrument and how 

to compose successfully for it.  You will learn how to use technology to perform and create music and you will record 

your final pieces in a professional-standard studio.  To support your development as a well-rounded musician, 

theoretical skills will be built on through studying music from around the world, classical conventions and pop and film 

music.  

 

What is the course overview for Music? 

 Integrated Portfolio: performance on your chosen instrument/voice and composition for your 

instrument/voice.  

 Practical Component: ensemble performance and composition to a brief set by OCR. 

 Listening and Appraising: aural recognition and context of unheard/unfamiliar music from within four 

areas of study.  
 

How will I be assessed in Music? 

 Coursework:  60% (Performing 30%, Composing 30%) 

 Listening Exam: 40% 

 

What skills will I develop in Music? 
Employers look for the following qualities: communication, teamwork, creativity, independence, problem-solving, 

application of IT, business/customer awareness and application of numeracy and literacy.  Music will give you the 

opportunity to develop all of these skills. 

 

Why should I study Music? 
Music GCSE will enable you to develop musicianship through opportunities to perform, compose and appraise within  

a variety of musical styles.  You will have the chance to pursue your musical passions with a focus on enhancing your 

instrumental/vocal skills.  You will have the opportunity to work with other like-minded musicians to create 

collaborative performances.  GCSE Music will allow you to build on the skills you already have as an 

instrumentalist/singer within a creative and encouraging environment.  

 

Which career pathways will Music lead to? 
Music can lead to a career in the Music Industry and Music education, however the skills you will be developing could 

support you in any number of career pathways.  

 

Who should I contact for more details about Music? 
Miss H Kenvin email: HKenvin@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 
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Performing Arts: Acting (Tech Award) 

 

What is the qualification? 
Pearson Level 1/Level 2 Technical Award in Performing Arts: Acting 

  

What will I learn in Performing Arts: Acting? 

This course has been designed to provide an engaging and stimulating introduction to the world of performing arts. 

You will develop, practise and rehearse skills and techniques appropriate to your performance role, as follows:  

 

 vocal skills and techniques  movement skills and techniques 

 focus  confidence 

 control  communication of creative ideas and intentions 

 

What is the course overview for Performing Arts: Acting? 
The qualification has three components that focus on the assessment of knowledge, skills and practices.  The three 

topic areas are as follows: 

 Exploring the Performing Arts (30%) – Internally Assessed 

 Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts (30%) – Internally Assessed 

 Performing to a Brief (40%) – Externally Assessed 

 

How will I be assessed in Performing Arts: Acting? 
You will take responsibility for your own learning and achievement, taking account of the industry standards for 

behaviour and performance.  Internal assessments are assessed using a grading scale ranging from Level 1 Pass to Level 

2 Distinction.  Evidence for the internally examined assignments will be presented in a variety of ways, including: live 

performance to an audience, creating audio and video and writing and producing written documentation.  

 

What skills will I develop in Performing Arts: Acting? 
Future employers look for the following qualities from their work force: effective communication; team work; 

managing others, problem solving; analytical skills; flexibility and adaptability; decision making; independent judgement; 

time management; enquiry and research skills; imagination and creativity.  This Performing Arts course will give you 

the opportunity to develop all of these skills. 

 

Why should I study Performing Arts: Acting? 
The performing arts industry employs over 100,000 people in the UK; just over a third are performers.  Performing 

Arts: Acting provides a practical, real-world approach to the learning which is needed to work in the industry, such 

as: 

 Developing self-promotional skills by preparing for a selected job or course. 

 Understanding how individual performance and production roles contribute to a live show. 

 Working as part of a group to produce a community arts project. 

 

Which career pathways will Performing Arts: Acting lead to? 
Future opportunities for you could include jobs as: actors, entertainers and presenters, arts officers, producers and 

directors.  

 

Who should I contact for more details about Performing Arts: Acting?  
Mrs K Matyla email: KMatyla@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 
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Performing Arts: Dance (Tech Award) 

 

What is the qualification? 
Pearson Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Performing Arts 

 

What will I learn in Dance? 
Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages you to develop your creative, physical, emotional and 

intellectual capacity, whatever your previous experience in the subject. This specification recognises the role of dance 

in young people’s lives and you will study a range of dance styles. You can choose any style to perform and choreograph 

in, providing it meets the assessment criteria. If you have previous dance experience you will be at an advantage, 

because your practical level of dance performance skills will complement your grade. The study of professional works 

will develop your ability to critically appraise dances of different styles and cultural influences.  

 

What is the course overview for Dance? 
The qualification has three components that focus on the assessment of knowledge, skills and practices. These are all 

essential to developing a basis for progression and therefore you need to demonstrate attainment across all 

components in order to achieve the qualification. The three topic areas are as follows: 

 Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts (30%) - Internally Assessed 

 Component 2: Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts (30%) - Internally Assessed 

 Component 3: Performing to a Brief (40%) - Externally Assessed 

 

How will I be assessed in Dance? 
Internally-assessed components are assessed using a grading scale ranging from Level 1 Pass to Level 2 Distinction. 

Evidence for the internally examined assignments can be depicted in the following ways: a written report, a group or 

individual presentation, an online vlog or other similar evidence of understanding of the key features of a range of live 

and/or recorded dance. This is where you can draw upon your creativity and individual flair to demonstrate your 

knowledge of dance and the styles we will be studying. 

 

What skills will I develop in Dance? 
Employers look for the following qualities: effective communication, team work, managing others, problem solving, 

analytical skills, flexibility and adaptability, decision making, independent judgement, time management, enquiry and 

research skills, imagination and creativity, IT skills, ability to relate issues to a wider context. Dance will give you the 

opportunity to develop ALL of these skills. 

 

Why should I study Dance? 
Dance Tech Award is a comprehensive study. This largely practical course is suitable for those with vast or little 

experience. It is important to choose a balance of subjects and have subjects which you enjoy and which can inspire 

and motivate you to do well in all your areas of study.  In addition Dance promotes fitness, a healthy lifestyle, teamwork 

and creativity. 

 

Which career pathways will Dance lead to? 
Professional dancer/performer, choreographer, dance teacher, costume designer, makeup artist, theatre technician, 

marketing for dance, arts administration, dance photographer, physiotherapist, Yoga or Pilates teacher, Aerobics or 

Zumba teacher, sports massage therapist. 

 

Who should I contact for more details about Dance? 
Miss C Johnson  email: CJohnson@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 
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Philosophy, Religion and Ethics GCSE 
 

What is the qualification?  
AQA GCSE Religious Studies  

 

What will I learn in Philosophy, Religion and Ethics GCSE? 
No other subject provides the same opportunity to learn about different communities from around the world. This 

subject gives students a chance to develop an understanding of different cultures and an empathy for people of all 

walks of life. Students will gain a deeper understanding of two religious traditions, Christianity and Islam in addition 

to exploring a wide range of philosophical and ethical topics. 

 

What is the course overview for Philosophy, Religion and Ethics GCSE? 
The course is separated into two papers: 

Paper 1 – Religions 

Christianity - Beliefs and Practices 

Islam - Beliefs and Practices 

 

Paper 2 - Themes 

Explores current ethical issues such as; Relationships and Families, Religion and Life, Religions, Peace and Conflict, 

and Crime and Punishment. Students apply their own views to these issues in addition to an application of the 

religious views they have studied. 

 

How will I be assessed in Philosophy, Religion and Ethics GCSE? 
Two 1hr and 45 minutes exams.  Each paper makes up 50% of the final grade. 

 

What skills will I develop in Philosophy, Religion and Ethics GCSE? 
 

 Analytical and strategic thinking 

 Research Skills 

 Critical Judgement 

 Problem Solving 

 Leadership Skills 

 Public Speaking and Debate 

 Empathy for different cultures 

 

Why should I study Philosophy, Religion and Ethics GCSE? 
Students who opt for Religious Studies will be engaged, enthusiastic and well-motivated students. The following 

quote from the Russell Group sums up well the benefits that this subject area can provide; 

 

“For the sake of maintaining a wider outlook on life, students wishing to enter a Degree in many subject areas, 

including Medicine and the Sciences, are recommended to study a humanities subject. Philosophy and Ethics as an A 

Level is particularly useful in this respect.” Russell Group 

 

Which career pathways will Philosophy, Religion and Ethics lead to? 
Studying Philosophy, Religion and Ethics can support you in a number of career and further eduction pathways 

including; Law, Education, Social Work, Business, Politics, Journalism, Medicine and History.  

 

Who should I contact for more details about Philosophy, Religion and Ethics GCSE? 
Mrs D Benson DBenson@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk, Miss K Sullivan KSullivan@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk or  

Mr H Goad HGoad@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk. 

mailto:DBenson@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
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Separate Sciences GCSEs 

 

What is the qualification?  
AQA Separate Science GCSEs in each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
 

What will I learn in Separate Science GCSEs? 
Note that all students will take 2/3 of this course as part of the compulsory Combined Science course.  The 

Combined Science leads to a 2 GCSE award which is a Combination of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  Taking this 

Separate Science option means that the extra /3 required for Separate Sciences is taken leading you to further 

develop your knowledge and understanding of the physical world.  This includes additional content in each of 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  You will further develop your analytical, logical and practical skills as well as a  

life-long love of Science.  You will enhance your evidence based thinking and put your understanding into context 

into how Science affects us in our daily lives.   

 
 

What is the course overview for Separate Science GCSEs? 
The extra topics within Separate Science 

 Biology: Antibodies, Plants, Human control systems, Genetics, Biotechnology, Evolution 

 Chemistry: Haber process, Fertilizers and Fuel cells, Alkenes & alcohols, Polymers, Identifying ions 

 Physics: Nuclear Physics, Moments & Pressure, Electricity & Magnetism, Space 

 
 

How will I be assessed in Separate Sciences? 
Just like Combined Science you will take 6 Science exams in total.  The difference with Separate Sciences is that each 

of these exams is longer.   

 

Why should I study Separate Sciences? 
Taking Separate Sciences will further allow you to enhance your love of Science and your understanding and 

appreciation of the world around us.  You will develop your analytical and problem-solving skills alongside your skills 

in looking at the available evidence and making informed decisions about the world.  At a time where our own impact 

is ever increasing then developing these skills and putting them into practice is vital moving forward.   

 

Which career pathways will Separate Sciences lead to? 
Whilst A levels across the Sciences can be studied from Combined Science, having Separate Sciences will allow you to 

make a more informed decision about your study of Science in the future.    

Studying Sciences in the future hugely expands your options, including: Medicine, Engineering, Marine Biology, 

Pharmacy, Architect, Geology, Design & Production, Research & Development, Astrophysics, Meteorology, Forensic 

Scientist, Dentistry, Veterinary, Geneticist, and many more. 

 

Who should I contact for more details about Separate Sciences? 
Mr J Friend email: jfriend@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 
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Sport (Tech Award) 
  

What is the qualification?  
Cambridge National Level 1/2 Sports Studies  
  

What will I learn in this course?  
You will develop your own sporting performance in an individual and a team sport. You will develop the skills 

needed to successfully evaluate and improve your performance. You will also gain knowledge and understanding of 

the key skills required in order to coach and officiate your chosen sport. The main theory element of the course 

helps you further your knowledge in the contemporary issues that impact sport and the sports industry. 
  

What is the course overview?  
The course consists of four units:   

 Contemporary issue in Sport (Written exam) 

 Developing Sport Skills  

 Sports Leadership  

 Sport and the Media  

 

How will I be assessed?  
You are assessed using a variety of internal and external assessments. Practical performances and coaching 

performances will be assessed against set criteria, whilst your knowledge of the concepts supporting these 

performances will be assessed through written work, presentations and interviews.  Your understanding of the 

theory behind contemporary issues in sports will be assessed through a one hour written exam.  

 

What skills will I develop through this course?  
You will understand the technical and tactical demands of the sports you choose to study. You will develop a variety 

of transferable skills such as self-evaluation, leadership, communication, decision making and problem solving. You 

will have an increased awareness of the positive effects of physical activity on the general health and well-being of 

individuals.   
  

Why should I choose sport?   
The course is for you if you can perform to a high standard in two sports of your choice. You will develop a high 

level of knowledge of the technical and tactical demands of this sport, as well as the roles and responsibilities of the 

officials involved. Through the coaching and officiating aspect of the course you will be given the opportunity to lead 

a group through a series of sporting sessions. You must be taking part in sport regularly both in and out of school 

and be very reliable to meet deadlines for internal assessments to take place. Please note more than 50% of the 

lessons will be classroom based.   
  

Which career pathways will Sport lead to?  
Upon completion, you can progress to the Cambridge Technical course in Sport and Physical Activity that we offer 

in the sixth form at St John’s.  
  

Who should I contact for more details?  
Miss C Dillon email: KDillon@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

mailto:KDillon@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk

