
 

A LEVEL LATIN 

What does the course involve? 

Latin is the study of ancient language, literature and culture from the Roman period. You will develop 

your linguistic skills, which will help in both the study and application of English and other languages. You 

will be provided with the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of the life and culture of the 

ancient world through the literature studied. 

A Level 

There are three units which will be studied over the two year course: 

• Language (50%). You will build your knowledge of vocabulary and linguistic structures through 

reading and studying prose and verse texts in Latin. 

• Prose Literature. You will study two Latin Prose Literature set texts in depth. 2019-2021 are likely 

• to study two parts of Cicero’s Philippic II. 

• Verse Literature. You will study two Latin Verse Literature set texts in depth. 2019-2021 are likely 

to study sections from Virgil’s Aeneid, Book XI. 

To complement the classroom lessons, there are visits (where appropriate) to Sixth Form study days. 

The Latin students will also have the opportunity to travel to Greece with the Classics class in order to 

see for themselves the sites and works of art that inspired the Romans so much that they replicated 

them. 

What are the entry qualifications? 

• You need to have already gained a GCSE in Latin, preferably a grade 6 or above. 

• An interest in the ancient world will be useful, as we will be exploring the Roman literature and 

culture of this time. 

• We welcome students from other schools who would start this course on an equal footing with St 

John's students. 

• There are clear links with other A Level subjects, especially Languages, English Literature and 

History. 

What exams and coursework are involved? 

• You will be examined at the end of the second year of study. 

o Unseen Translation – 33% of total A Level 

o Prose Comprehension – 17% of total A Level 

o Prose Literature – 25% of total A Level. 

o Verse Literature – 25% of total A Level. 

o There is no coursework. 



 

What could I do after completing the course? 

Many students go on to University to continue their study of Classics (encompassing Latin and/or 

Greek), or related areas such as Ancient History, Archaeology or Philosophy. Graduates in Classical 

subjects have the lowest unemployment rate amongst all graduates. For others, Latin is considered by 

admissions tutors and personnel officers as a very reputable academic subject. 
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