
 

BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN MUSIC  

What does the course involve? 

The BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Music is a two year course equivalent to one A Level. The 

course has 4 units that enable learners to develop performance and composition skills alongside exploration of the 

Music Industry in practice. This course is for learners interested in developing their wider musicianship with a view 

to progressing to ongoing musical study at higher education, apprenticeship or employment. It is designed to be 

taken as part of a programme of study that includes other BTEC Nationals or A Levels.  

What exams and coursework are involved? 

Performance Brief: Learners plan, prepare and deliver a musical performance from start to finish. (Internally 

assessed coursework.) 

Composition Brief: Learners explore music theory and its application through composition. They will use music 

technology to produce a composition in response to a given brief. (Externally assessed task set by Pearson.) 

Professional Practice in the Music Industry: Learners explore what it is that makes someone a professional in 

the Music Industry and how to put forward a bid for work. (Externally assessed task set by Person) 

Optional Unit 1: Solo performance: Learners explore the preparation and performance of music as a soloist 

before performing in front of an audience. 

Optional Unit 2: Music Ensembles: Learners will work as part of a musical ensemble and develop their skills 

and techniques in rehearsal and performance. 

Units are assessed using a grading scale of Distinction, Merit, Pass and Unclassified. 

What are the entry requirements? 

 You should have achieved at least grade 4 in Music at GCSE, or completed a Level 2 BTEC First Diploma with 

a Merit. 

 You must be able to play an instrument or sing to take the course.   

 Grade 4 or above on an instrument and/or private instrumental/singing lessons would be preferable.  

What could I do after completing the course? 

 Continue to study Music at University or Music College.  

 Apprenticeship within the Music Industry.  

 BTEC Music will broaden your knowledge and develop musicianship in preparation for a professional music 

career.  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT MISS H KENVIN. 


