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Chris Ryan 

Chris Ryan is the pseudonym of Colin Armstrong MM, an English security consultant, 

former Special Forces agent, television presenter, and author. Ryan was the only 

member of an eight-member crew to survive the vagaries of the Iraqi desert, and trek 

200 miles to escape from the country, the longest evasion and escape in the SAS’s 

history. He has been writing mystery thrillers and children’s books since 1995.  

https://www.chrisryanauthor.co.uk/ 

Sally Nicholls 

Sally Nicholls is a prize-winning British children's author. She was born and 

grew up in Stockton-on-Tees. On finishing school, Nicholls chose to travel 

around the world. Her first novel was Ways to Live Forever.  

http://sallynicholls.com/ 

Authors of the month 

Don’t forget to keep doing the AR 

quizzes.  Those points totals are    

tallying up and there is about 9 weeks 

left before the winning tutor groups 

are announced and win the breakfast.  

If you do any quizzes at home, please 

e:mail Mrs Stokes if you achieve 100% 

on a quiz, and she will add this to class 

charts. 

You can access AR through the St 

John’s Sharepoint page and log in as 

you normally would at school. 

If you have any problems, please do 

get in touch so we can help you.  You 

can find out where your Tutor Group 
is on the leader board in the Atrium  

Library. 

Hi everyone,  

As we settle in to Term 5, it is great     

getting back into the swing of the school 

day.   

Please send us any reviews, book             

recommendations, short stories, poems 

etc so that we can put these in future 

Newsletters.  You’re input would be     

appreciated. 

Looking forward to some warmer weather 

when we can all get out and about more. 

Keep smiling and keep reading! 

Mrs A Stokes 

STAR READERS         

APRIL 

Year 7 

Rachel Darby 68.5 

Jemima Osborn 49.2 

Lucy Brown 40.3 

 

Year 8 

James Gifford 169.7 

Muhammed Gul 70.0 

Izzy Casavant 52.2 

https://www.chrisryanauthor.co.uk/
http://sallynicholls.com/


Mrs Stokes recommends: 
 

When stars are scattered by 

Victor Jamieson and Omar   

Mohamed 

‘A heart-wrenching true story 

about life in a Kenyan refugee 

camp that will restore your 

faith in real-life happy       

endings. 

 

Omar and his brother Hassan, two Somali 

boys, have spent a long time in the Dadaab 

refugee camp. Separated from their mother, 

they are looked after by a friendly stranger. 

Life in the camp isn't always easy. The hunger 

is constant . . . but there's football to look 

forward to, and now there's a chance Omar 

will get to go to school . . .’ 

  

This is graphic novel not to be missed. A first 

hand account of life in a refugee camp,   

something I had little knowledge of and was a 

huge surprise. A village of refugees living in 

tents, a school and shops, friends and games. 

Just like any children growing up – but    

completely different to anything you have 

experienced. Please read it and then talk 

about it with your friends. 

 

Frozen Charlotte by Alex Bell 

  

‘Dunvegan School for Girls 

has been closed for many 

years. Converted into a family 

home, the teachers and     

students are long gone. But 

they left something behind… 

  

Sophie arrives at the old schoolhouse to 

spend the summer with her cousins.     

Brooding Cameron with his scarred hand, 

strange Lillias with a fear of bones and Piper, 

who seems just a bit too good to be true. 

And then there’s her other cousin. The girl 

with a room full of antique dolls. The girl that 

shouldn’t be there. The girl that died.’ 

  
Wonderfully creepy and a real page 

turner…! 

 

Don’t forget to let us know your       

recommendations. 

1 Where in the country is the boarding school        

MaloryTowers located? 

2 What animals feature in Watership Down by Richard 

Adams? 

3 The Lady Grace Mysteries series is set during which 

time? 

4 Which author created the Wombles? 

5 How many books are in the Young Samurai series by 

Chris Bradford? 

6 What is the name of the little girl who becomes 

friends with the BFG? 

7 Which non-fiction series of books was written by 

Terry Deary? 

8 Which sport features in books by Dan Freedman? 

9 Which forest is home to Robin Hood? 

10 Who built the 13 storey treehouse? 

Quiz 

Answers in the next issue 

1) The desolations of Devil’s Acre; 2)  8; 3) Horse; 4) Augustus Gloop;   

5) Dementors; 6) Mortal Instruments; 7)  World War II; 8) On the Come 

Up; 9) Afghanistan; 10) Shere Khan 

Answers to last issue’s quiz 



New Books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through blood and sacrifice, Amora 

Montara has conquered a rebellion and 

taken her rightful place as queen of 

Visidia. Now, with the islands in       

turmoil and the people questioning her 

authority, Amora cannot allow anyone 

to see her weaknesses. 

No one can know about the curse in 

her bloodline. No one can know that 

she s lost her magic. No one can know 

the truth about the boy who holds the 

missing half of her soul. 

To save herself and Visidia, Amora  

embarks on a desperate quest for a 

mythical artifact that could fix every-

thing but it comes at a terrible cost. As 

she tries to balance her loyalty to her 

people, her crew, and the desires of 

her heart, Amora will soon discover 

that the power to rule might destroy 

her.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1933. When Ellie and her family lose 

everything, they flee to Echo Mountain 

to build a new life. Ellie runs wild,   

exploring the mountain's mysteries. But 

the one she can't solve is who's leaving 

the gifts for her: tiny, beautiful wooden 

carvings of animals and flowers, dotted 

around the mountain for her to find. 

Then Ellie's father has a terrible      

accident. Now he lies in a coma, while 

Ellie shoulders the blame for what  

happened. When she sets out to find a 

cure for him, she discovers Cate, the 

outcast witch, and Larkin, a wild   

mountain boy. From them she learns 

about being a healer, being brave - and 

about how there can be much more to 

a person than first meets the eye.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are three sides to every story... 

It's GCSE results day. Frankie's best 

friend, Jojo, is missing. A baby has been 

stolen. And more than one person has 

been lying. Frankie's determined to find 

out the truth and her ex-boyfriend 

Ram is the only person who can help 

her. But they're both in for a shock... 

EVERYTHING is about to change  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delilah is Internet-famous, in LA and at 

the start of something incredible.    

Everything is going to change . . . but 

not necessarily in the way she imagines. 

Jasmine is a child star turned media 

darling. Her selfies practically break 

Instagram. But if the world knew who 

Jasmine really was? Cancelled. 

Fiona is everyone's best friend, always 

smiling. But on the inside? The girl's a 

hot mess. If they discovered her secret, 

it wouldn't just embarrass her: it would 

ruin her. 

Scarlet isn't just styled to perfection: 

she is perfection with a famous        

boyfriend and an online fanbase      

devouring her every move. But every 

perfect thing has a fatal flaw. 

To everyone clicking, DMing, following 

and faving, these girls are living the 

dream; but are they really? The sun is 

hot in California . . . and someone's 

going to get burned  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Nala Robertson reluctantly 

agrees to attend an open mic night for 

her cousin-sister-friend Imani's       

birthday, she finds herself falling in  

instant love with Tye Brown, the MC. 

He's perfect, except . . . Tye is an   

activist and is spending the summer 

putting on events for the community 

when Nala would rather watch movies 

and try out the new seasonal flavors at 

the local creamery. In order to impress 

Tye, Nala tells a few tiny lies to have 

enough in common with him. As they 

spend more time together, sharing 

more of themselves, some of those lies 

get harder to keep up. As Nala falls 

deeper into keeping up her lies and 

into love, she'll learn all the ways love 

is hard, and how self-love is             

revolutionary. 

In Love Is a Revolution, plus size girls 

are beautiful and get the attention of 

the hot guys, the popular girl clique is 

not shallow but has strong convictions 

and substance, and the ultimate love 

story is not only about romance but 

about how to show radical love to the 

people in your life, including to yourself  

 

 

 

 

 

Pippa Fitz-Amobi is not in the mood 

for her friend’s murder mystery party. 

Especially one that involves 1920’s  

fancy dress and pretending that their 

town, Little Kilton, is an island called 

Joy. But when the game begins, Pip 

finds herself drawn into the make-

believe world of intrigue, deception 

and murder. 

But as Pip plays detective, teasing out 

the identity of the killer clue-by-clue, 

the murder of the fictional Reginald 

Remy isn’t the only case on her mind. 
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Other Book Recommendations 

A series to get your teeth into 

Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy 

Skulduggery Pleasant is a series of  dark fantasy novels written by 
Irish author Derek Landy. The books revolve around the adventures 
of fledgling detective Valkyrie Cain, her mentor Skulduggery      
Pleasant, along with other friends and allies. The central story     
concerns Valkyrie's struggle to stop evil forces threatening the world 
and her internal struggle to resist the darkness within. 

Since the release of the first novel in 2007, Skulduggery Pleasant, 
the series has been praised by both readers and critics. The        
following novels were released each year afterward, with the       
exception of the fourth and fifth novels, Dark Days and Mortal Coil, 
which were both released in 2010. Landy was initially contracted to 
write three books, with any further books depending on how well the 
first trilogy sold. The success of the first novels ensured that the deal 
was extended first to six books and in 2011, HarperCollins signed 
the deal for the third and final trilogy. 

In July 2016, Derek Landy announced via a video blog that although 
the Skulduggery Pleasant series was complete, the  series as a 
whole was still set to continue with a sequel series, the first book of 
which was released on 1 June 2017, titled     Resurrection. On 2 
April 2020, Seasons of War, the fourth book in the second series, 
was released. It is the beginning of the second (and final) trilogy of 
that series. In October 2020, the title for the fourteenth book was 
revealed as Dead or Alive, which was released in April 2021, while 
the fifteenth and final book will be released in 2022. 

Carnegie Medal Shortlist 
This has now been published and contains 8 books which will provide 

something for everyone.  Click on the  picture to find out a little more 

about each book.  There are also author interviews and book reviews 

when you click on the individual books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also catch up with authors and illustrators by clicking on the link  

below: 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/take-part/ckg21-programme-of-online-

events/ 
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First Series 

Second Series 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dark_fantasy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derek_Landy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skulduggery_Pleasant_(novel)
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/take-part/ckg21-programme-of-online-events/
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/take-part/ckg21-programme-of-online-events/
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-carnegie-medal-shortlist-2021/


Separated by the sea by Flora Wallace 

My footsteps create shallow marks in the ashen sand, 

Which the tide will soon wash away, 

The froth of the giant monster, 

So enticing I'll have to move, 

For when the wrath of it lays a paw on my toes, 

Five fingers of veins shall dance up my leg, 

And with that I will surrender to caution, 

And walk to the pebbles and boulders, 

So then seated on a barnacled granit, 

I scratch the salt from my crimson wounds, 

Eyes searching the enormous waves for answers for my pain, 

Yet none batter me with persistence like the wind, 

So with aching beauty, 

I slip from rock to road, 

Then limp to closed doors and orange cars, 

Eyebrows mystified at the oblivious pedestrians, 

Surely my state of affliction grabs an eye from a newspaper, 

Or am I too connected to the land, 

To drive a smile or a hand to my aid, 

Brain curling now, 

Into a knot of confusion and distraught, 

My feet give way on a white line, 

To bring the rain and the shouts to a start, 

Yet tears of my own mingle with those of the sky, 

And one kind face kneels to me in reply, 

So in my bedraggled state, 

I fling numbed limbs around the receiver's corpse, 

Tightening in despair, 

Yet I fail to realise the blood that drips from his head, 

Onto mine, 

Through a haze of loud noises my raw fingers clasp his, 

United through forgiveness, 

And with that last wisp of life, 

Last connection forged on Earth, 

I sink feet first into the tarmac. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

 

This book--just wow!!!! I loved THE 

HATE U GIVE, and so the moment I 

heard that CONCRETE ROSE was 

set in the same world of Garden 

Heights, I just had to drop everything 

and read it immediately. And I'm 

sooooo glad I did. 

 

Angie Thomas's writing is just amaz-

ing, and this story is so, so real. It's 

authentic and compelling. And it really 

helps to remove stigma too. 

 

Maverick is such a great character. He is a Black man who is 

in a gang. He deals drugs, and there's drug-related violence, 

and drug-related murders and deaths affecting those close 

to him. But he is so much more than this--he's a doting fa-

ther, even as a teenager. He's only selling drugs as he needs 

to support his mother, and especially when he finds out he's 

got a child. (And then discovers his girlfriend is also preg-

nant--two children. He is desperate to provide for his fami-

ly.) He's fiercely protective of his family and friends. He's 

kind. He's genuine. We see him make mistakes--and we see 

him learn from mistakes. 

 

Mav's father is in prison for the entirety of the book, and we 

learn that this is because the only way out of the King Lords' 

gang is to be go to prison, often taking the fall for someone 

else in the gang, or to end up dead. Mav says countless times 

how he was encouraged by his father to join the gang for his 

protection--and we can really see this in the book too. King 

and the other King Lords do protect him from the GDs, the 

warring gang. And we can see how this almost creates a 

vicious cycle of these men ending up in prison. Something 

Mav is desperate to avoid as he wants to be there for his 

children, especially when he knows what it's like to grow up 

with a father in prison. 

 

But then Mav's cousin is murdered and he's expected to kill 

the murderer. We see his desperation to do this, and it's 

heartbreaking because we've already been shown what 

could happen. 

 

And, you know what? I desperately wanted things to work 

out for Maverick--perhaps more than any other protagonist 

I'd read. And I was so worried that it was going to end with 

him in big trouble in prison (like, I was sure that was hap-

pening). Thankfully, it didn't--though having read THUG we 

get a hint of what Maverick does have to do to get out of 

the gang. 

 

But, yes, I couldn't read this book fast enough. (I also 

LOVED the reference to Justyce in Nic Stone's Dear Martin 

too!)  



Just for fun 
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