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Terry Deary 

British children's author of over 200 books, selling over 25 million copies in over 40       

languages, best known as the writer of the Horrible Histories series. Since 1994 he has 

been one of Britain's best-selling authors. In 2012 he was the tenth most-borrowed au-

thor in   British libraries, and was voted Outstanding Children's Non-Fiction Author of 

the 20th  Century by Books for Keeps magazine.  

Click on his picture to take a look at his website. 

Emma Carroll 

Emma Carroll taught English for twenty years until a life-changing cancer diagnosis 

meant that she felt brave enough to give her dream of being an author a try.       

Nowadays she's a bestselling author and has been nominated for and won numerous 

awards - including Books Are My Bag Readers' Award, Branford Boase, CILIP       

Carnegie Medal, Young Quills, Teach Primary and the Waterstones Book Prize. Emma 

lives in the Somerset Hills with her husband and their two terriers.  

Click on her picture to watch a video of her talking about one of her books. 

Authors of the month 

Hi everyone,  

World Book Day week was a great success 

with many Tutor Groups decorating their 

doors as book covers.  I would like to say a 

huge thank you for all the effort that was put 

into creating these.  The virtual author talks to 

years 7, 8 and 9 were amazing with some very 

positive feedback from both staff and students.  

I think this may be the way forward! 

Don’t forget to e:mail me, 

astokes@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk, with any 

recommendations or ideas you have for the 

Newsletter. 

Keep smiling and keep reading! 

Mrs A Stokes 

Years 7 and 8 
The competition for the 

tutor group with the 

most points is now well under way. 

 

7E are top of the leader board for 

Year 7 with 1467.2 points, whilst 

8T are out in front for Year 8 with 

732.9 points. 

 

There is plenty of time to topple 

these leaders so get reading and 

quizzing to build up those points. 

 

Don’t forget to let Mrs Stokes 

know if you pass a quiz at 100% as 

you will earn a class charts point. 

Star Readers March 

Year 7 

Luke Browning 78.8 

Penny Lacey 78.0 

Edward Dove 62.8 

 

Year 8 

James O’Connell 49.2 

Izzy Thrift 47.9 

Layla Hancock 34.4 

 

http://www.terry-deary.com/
https://youtu.be/HUL88DE0fOk


 

1 Who does Tilly meet on her first book wandering 

adventure? 

2 What are Harry Potter’s mum and dad called? 

3 Which sport features in the book “Rebound” by 

Kwame Alexander? 

4 Where does Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III live? 

5 What is the title of the 5th book in the Cherub series 

by Robert Muchamore? 

6 Which author won the Carnegie Medal in 2021? 

7 How many books make up the “Murder Most       

Unladylike” series? 

8 Which survival expert wrote the autobiography Mud, 

Sweat and Tears? 

9 How many children are on the Western Front? 

10 In which Shakespeare play will you find the fairies 

Oberon and Titania? 

Quiz 

Answers in the next issue 

1) Aslan;  2) Julian, Dick, Anne, George & Timmy;  3)  Emily Bronte;       

4) Adrian Mole; 5) John Watson;  6)  Meg Cabot;  7)  Charles Dickens;   

8)  3;  9) The Bad Beginning;  10)  Nick Arnold; 

Answers to last issue’s quiz 

WORLD BOOK DAY UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you  to everyone who took part in the  

activities we put together for World Book Day 

Week. 

 

Below are some of the amazing book cover doors 

that were put up this year making it very difficult 

to judge. 

 

 

 

 

We had quite a few entries for the “6 word   

novel” competition and the winners are as      

follows: 

Staff 

Mrs Kirby:  Found a hair longer than hers. 

Mrs Chamberlain-Medd:  The past, shattered.  She        

continued joyfully. 

Mrs Green:  The world looks on—holding breath. 

Mr Kemp:  Love at first site.  Needed glasses. 

Students 

Penny Lacey:  Cold heart, empty sole, abandoned life 

         Wounds heal, but our scars remain. 

          Innocent, little girl.  An aged mind. 

James Paul:  A world with everything is nothing 

Josh Nighy:  My dad left to get milk. 



New Books 

 

 

 

 

 

The Broken Bridge is the tale of Ginny, a 

sixteen-year-old half-Haitian girl living 

with her father in a small seaside village 

in Wales. She’s becoming a brilliant  

artist, just like her mother, who died 

when Ginny was a baby. Despite the 

isolation she sometimes feels, her life is 

turning out OK. Then her social worker 

cracks open her files and her world falls 

apart. 

  

Ginny’s father has kept a devastating 

secret from her all her life. In fact,    

everything she thought she knew about 

her family and her identity is a lie. And 

now, to find out who she really is, Ginny 

must relive the dark tragedies in her 

past.   

 

 

When Justice's 

mother dies, her 

father packs her 

off to Highbury 

House Boarding 

School for the 

Daughters of   

Gentlefolk. He's a 

barrister - specialising in murder trials - 

and he's just too busy to look after her 

alone. 

 

Having previously been home-schooled, 

the transition is a shock. Can it really be 

the case that blondes rule the corri-

dors? Are all uniforms such a charming 

shade of brown? And do schools      

normally hide dangerous secrets about 

the murder of a chamber maid? 

 

Justice takes it upon herself to uncover 

the truth. (Mainly about the murder, but 

perhaps she can figure out her new 

nemesis - the angelic Rose - at the same 

time.) But when a storm cuts the school 

off from the real world, the body count 

starts to rise and Justice realises she'll 

need help from her new friends if she's 

going to find the killer before it's too 

late ...  

 

 

 

 

 

Cash’s life in his small Tennessee town 

is hard. He lost his mom to an opioid 

addiction and his grandfather’s illness is 

getting worse. His smart but troubled 

best friend, Delaney, is his only        

salvation. But Delaney is meant for 

greater things, and she finds a way for 

Cash to leave with her. Will abandoning 

his old life be the thing that finally 

breaks Cash, or will it be the making of 

him?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two teens find their way back to each 

other in a bookstore full of secrets and 

crushes, grief and hope - and letters 

hidden between the pages. 

 

Years ago, Rachel had a crush on Henry 

Jones. The day before she moved away, 

she tucked a love letter into his         

favourite book in his family's bookshop. 

She waited. But Henry never came. 

 

Now Rachel has returned to the city - 

and to the bookshop - to work      

alongside the boy she'd rather not see, if 

at all possible, for the rest of her life. 

But Rachel needs the distraction. Her 

brother drowned months ago, and she 

can't feel anything anymore. 

 

As Henry and Rachel work side by side 

- surrounded by books, watching love 

stories unfold, exchanging letters      

between the pages - they find hope in 

each other. Because life may be        

uncontrollable, even unbearable    

sometimes. But it's possible that words, 

and love, and second chances are 

enough.  

 

 

When Ruby's dad 

uproots her from 

Australia to set up 

a hotel in the 

mountains of India, 

Ruby is devastated. 

Not only are they living in a run-down 

building in the middle of the wilderness 

surrounded by scorpions, bears and 

leopards, but Ruby is sure that India will 

never truly feel like home - not without 

her mum there. 

 

Ever since her mum died, Ruby has been 

afraid. Of cars. Of the dark. Of going to 

sleep and never waking up. 

 

But then the last remaining leopards of 

the mountain are threatened and      

everything changes. Ruby vows to do all 

she can to protect them - if she can only 

overcome her fears...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Khadija, the only escape from her 

father’s arranged betrothal is the sky. 

When she spots a rogue hot air balloon 

fighting against its ropes, she leaps at the 

chance for adventure. Khadija soon finds 

an unlikely ally in a poor glassmaker’s 

apprentice, Jacob. 

But Jacob is a hāri, and Khadija a     

Ghadaean. The hāri are oppressed and 

restless – their infamous terrorist 

group, the Hāreef, have a new fearsome 

leader. And the ruling Ghadaeans are 

brutal in their repression. 

Soon, a deadly revolution threatens 

their friendship and their world. The 

Hāreef use forbidden magic, summoning 

jinn – wicked spirits made of fire – to 

enact their revenge, forcing Jacob and 

Khadija to choose what kind of a world 

they want to save … 
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Book Recommendations 

A series to get your teeth into 

Murder most Unladylike by Robin Stevens 

When thirteen-year-old classmates Daisy and Hazel set up a secret detective 

agency at Deepdean School for Girls they are decidedly short of mysteries 

to solve. Bored of cases like the search for Lavinia’s missing tie, the girls are 

shocked but thrilled when Hazel discovers her first real crime – Science  

Mistress Miss Bell, dead in the gym. When the body goes missing the girls 

have to prove that the murder really happened and solve the crime before 

the police. 

Each book provides a fresh mystery for the friends to crack, full of twists, 

turns and red herrings. The girls solve crimes everywhere from the       

classroom to the theatre, becoming firm friends and overcoming the chal-

lenges of school life together, despite their different backgrounds. 

 

CILIP Carnegie Awards 2022 

The shortlist has been confirmed !!! 

 

Click on the link to find out more and see how many you can read before 

the winner is announced. 

 

 

 

 

 

Goodreads Choice Awards 

If you’re stuck for something to read , check out this website  where you 

will find loads of choice and something to get stuck into.  Just click on the 

icon below. 
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https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/142842.Goodreads_Choice_Awards_2020_eligible_for_write_in_only_
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/


BOOK REVIEWS 

 

Please click on the link below to watch a book review of 

young adult fiction. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to give any of these books a try, please 

let Mrs Stokes know. 

 

Book Review by Henry Mann 7L 

 

Aidan is a teenage boy who lives in 

Maryland, USA. He lives a happy life, 

hanging out with his best friend,    

Robby, painting and reading comics. 

Until, one day, he and all his family 

move to Colorado to look after 

Grandpin, who is getting old and 

needs some everyday help. This is a 

hard change for Aidan, who misses his 

one real friend and knows he will find 

it very hard in the new state. But one day, he finds three 
mysterious scrolls that will change his life forever.      

Enclosed in the scrolls is a story of another world, The 

Realm. His parents say it is just a story, but it seems so 

real. And on the last page is a riddle, about a door with-

in, the way to get to this other place. 

As the story progresses, Aidan finds out more about 

The Realm, and the events that are unfolding inside it – 

as it prepares for the final battle against the evil prince 

Paragor. He builds in confidence and meets many     

characters in his journey to Mithegard, a city in the 

Realm that is undecided whether they want to follow 

Paragor, or the one true king, Eliam. A story of how 

sometimes, the small and “not-as-important” people can 

be the ones to make big changes to the world. 

FREE BOOKS 

 

We still have some books looking for a new home. 

 

Please come and have a look as I am sure there is   

something there for everyone and it would be a shame 

for them not to be passed on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You could maybe start a book swap with a group of 

friends and then talk about which books you liked the 

most. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are starting to think about your summer holidays, 

where you will go, what you will be doing.  Surely 

there’s nothing betting than relaxing the in sun reading  

a good book!!! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwATjM5ZDE0


Just for fun 
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Just for fun 

7 


