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Jeff Kinney 

Jeff Kinney was born in 1971 in Maryland and attended the University of       

Maryland in the early 1990s. It was there that Jeff ran a comic strip called “Igdoof” in 

the campus newspaper, and he knew he wanted to be a cartoonist. 

However, Jeff was not successful in getting his comic strip syndicated after college, 

and in 1998 he started writing down ideas for Diary of a Wimpy Kid, which he 

hoped to turn into a book 

To find out more about Jeff and his Wimpy Kid world click on his picture. 

Liz Pichon 

A British illustrator and children's writer. She is best known for her Tom Gates series of 

"satirical realist comedy fiction", which has been translated into 43 languages and sold more 

than eight million copies worldwide.  

Visit her website by clicking on the picture to find different activities and fun stuff to do. 

Authors of the month 

Hi everyone,  

Now that things have settled down again 

after Christmas, we are getting ready for 

World Book Day.   There are lots of     

different activities happening during the 

week for you to take part in.  For further  

details, please continue reading. 

We are very keen to share your short     

stories, poems, book reviews or             

recommendations that you have so please 

send them to me via e:mail 

astokes@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk. 

Keep smiling and keep reading! 

Mrs A Stokes 

Years 7 and 8 
The competition for the 

tutor group with the 

most points is now well under way. 

 

7E are top of the leader board for 

Year 7 with 1095.2 points, whilst 

8T are out in front for Year 8 with 

554.8 points. 

 

There is plenty of time to topple 

these leaders so get reading and 

quizzing to build up those points. 

 

Don’t forget to let Mrs Stokes 

know if you pass a quiz at 100% as 

you will earn a class charts point. 

Star Readers January 

Year 7 

Luke Browning:  160.3 

Eva Woolven:  131.0 

Liberty Turner:  99.5 

 

Year 8 

Rachel Darby:  83.0 

Izzy Thrift:  27.1 

Layla Hancock:  22.9 

https://wimpykid.com/about-the-author/
http://lizpichon.com/


What is there to get involved 

with? 

 

Decorate your tutor room door—this is 

always good fun and a challenge for Mr 

Tucker to pick a winner. 

 

 

 

Unknown book characters—what’s their 

story? 

 

Virtual author visits and workshops. 

Guess the literary character or author 

from the clues. 

 

Go wandering through the library and 

see how many adventures you can go 

on!!! 

1 What is the name of the lion in “The Lion, the Witch, 

and the Wardrobe”? 

2 Name the Famous Five. 

3 Who wrote the book “Wuthering Heights”? 

4 Who first wrote a diary at aged 13 3/4? 

5 What is the name of Sherlock Holmes’ assistant? 

6 Who wrote “The Princess Diaries”? 

7 Name the author who wrote about David           

Copperfield and Martin Chuzzlewhit. 

8 How many books are in the Hunger Games series? 

9 What is the title of the first book in “A series of   

Unfortunate Events” by Lemony Snicket? 

10 Which author wrote the non-fiction Horrible Science 

books? 

Quiz 

Answers in the next issue 

1) Pig;  2) Arthur Kipps;  3)  Shot in the head;  4) Spies; 5) The Titan’s 

Curse;  6)  Norm;  7)  Leo;  8)  Refugee Camp;  9) Hey-ho;  10)  Dog; 

Answers to last issue’s quiz 

6 word novels—these can 

be very thought         

provoking  

https://anna-james.com/
https://robintalley.com/


New Books 

 

 

 

 

 

 A powerful and heart-breaking novel 

about three childhood friends living  

during the Second World War whose 

fates are closely intertwined, even when 

their lives take very different courses. 

Inspired by a true story, this is the   

perfect read for fans of The Book Thief 

and Anne Frank’s The Diary of a Young 

Girl. 

Vienna, 1936. 

Elsa, Leo and Max have always been best 

friends, a special team of three. Then 

the Nazis come. 

As a growing darkness descends around 

them, Leo and Elsa run for their lives, 

taking two very different paths across 

Europe. And Max, once their closest 

friend, now becomes the enemy as he is 

drawn into the Hitler Youth. Will the 

friends ever find their way back to each 

other? Will they want to? 

Inspired by a true story, WHEN THE 

WORLD WAS OURS is an             

extraordinary novel that is as powerful 

as it is heartbreaking, and shows how 

the bonds of love, family and friendship 

allow glimmers of hope to flourish, even 

in the most hopeless of times.  

 

 

Billy Plimpton is an 

eleven-year-old boy 

with a big dream. 

He wants to be a 

stand-up comedian 

when he grows up: 

delivering pinpoint 

punch-lines and having audiences hang 

on his every hilarious word. 

A tough career for anyone, but surely 

impossible for Billy, who has a stammer. 

How will he find his voice, if his voice 

won't let him speak? 

The idea for this story came from Helen 

Rutter's son, who has a stammer: she 

wanted to write the book that he would 

love to read, starring a child like him.  

 

 

 

 

Ana Dakkar is a freshman at Harding-

Pencroft Academy, a five-year high 

school that graduates the best marine 

scientists, naval warriors, navigators, and 

underwater explorers in the world. 

Ana's parents died while on a scientific 

expedition two years ago, and the only 

family's she's got left is her older      

brother, Dev, also a student at HP. 

At the end of her freshman year, her 

class will be sent on a top secret    

weekend trial at sea. She only hopes she 

has what it'll take to succeed. 

All her worries are blown out of the 

water when, on the bus ride to the ship, 

Ana and her schoolmates witness a  

terrible tragedy that will change the 

trajectory of their lives... 

But wait, there's more! 

The professor accompanying them   

informs Ana that they and their rival 

school, Land Institute, have been fighting 

a cold war for a hundred and fifty years. 

But now the heat is on and the       

freshman are in danger of becoming fish 

food. 

In a race against deadly enemies, Ana 

will make amazing friends and         

astounding discoveries about her         

heritage as she puts her leadership skills 

to the test for the first time.  

 

African myth 

and magic beat 

in the dark 

heart of this 

fable about 

witchcraft, su-

perstition, the 

bonds we choose and those we  cannot. 

Born into a family of West African 

witches, Sheba's terrified of her mother 

who is deadly dangerous. But like  

mother, like daughter - magic runs 

through her blood and Sheba discovers 

powers of her own. 

Her touch can unravel people's        

innermost thoughts; their hopes, their 

fears - their secrets. Sheba too can 

shape-shift. Through the communion of 

ancient magic, blood and friendship, she 

slowly uncovers the murderous truth 

about her stolen childhood and steels 

herself for the future. She must protect 

the hunted from the hunter - her  

mother.  

Maeve Chambers 

doesn't have 

much going for 

her. Not only 

does she feel like 

the sole idiot in a 

family of geniuses, 

she managed to drive away her best 

friend Lily a year ago. But when she 

finds a pack of dusty old tarot cards at 

school, and begins to give scarily accu-

rate readings to the girls in her class, 

she realizes she's found her gift at last. 

Things are looking up – until she discov-

ers a strange card in the deck that defi-

nitely shouldn't be there. And two days 

after she convinces her ex-best friend to 

have a reading, Lily disappears. 

Can Maeve, her new friend Fiona and 

Lily's brother Roe find her? And will 

Maeve's new gift be enough to bring Lily 

back, before she's gone for good?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHORTLISTED FOR THE COSTA 

CHILDREN'S BOOK AWARD - a    

trailblazing novel about two teenagers 

from opposite worlds; The Crossing is a 

profound story of hope, grief, and the 

very real tragedies of the refugee crisis. 

The sea carries our pain. The stars carry 

our future. 

Natalie's world is falling apart. She's just 

lost her mum and her brother marches 

the streets of Dover full of hate and 

anger. Swimming is her only refuge. 

Sammy has fled his home and family in 

Eritrea for the chance of a new life in 

Europe. Every step he takes on his   

journey is a step into an unknown and 

unwelcoming future. 

A twist of fate brings them together and 

gives them both hope. But is hope 

enough to mend a broken world?  
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Book Recommendations 

A series to get your teeth into 

Cherub by Robert Muchamore 

The Cherub series is a group of spy novels for teenagers written by    

Robert Muchamore which revolve around a top-secret branch of the   

British Security Service called CHERUB, which employs bright children, 

predominantly orphans, under the age of 17, as intelligence agents. They 

are trained to slip under adult radar and discover information that sends 

criminals to jail because, unlike adult-spies, they are unlikely to be        

suspected of anything. For official purposes, these children do not exist. 

 

The series begins with James taking centre-stage after his mum passes 

away and after being recruited by Cherub his first mission post-rigorous 

training sees him try to unravel the mystery surrounding a group of hippy 

environmentalists at Fort Harmony, it contains unexpected twists a-plenty, 

so be prepared for a breathtaking start to an excellent series. Packed with 

action, this highly thrilling masterpiece of a teen novel is hard to put down, 

the same goes for the rest of the series with each sequel seemingly better 

than the last. This best-selling spy series is full to the brim with fantastically 

fast-paced action and characters that burst from the page.  

CILIP Carnegie Awards 2022 
The full list of nominated books can be found by clicking on the logo    

below.  There are some great authors and titles, so why not give them a 

try. 

The longlist will be published on Wednesday 16th February and the 

shortlist announced on Wednesday 14th March. 

 

 

 

Goodreads Choice Awards 

If you’re stuck for something to read , check out this website  where you 

will find loads of choice and something to get stuck into.  Just click on the 

icon below. 
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https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/142842.Goodreads_Choice_Awards_2020_eligible_for_write_in_only_
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-carnegie-medal-nominated-titles-2022/


BOOK REVIEWS 

 

Please click on the link below to watch a book review of 

8 young adult fiction. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to give any of these books a try, please 

let Mrs Stokes know. 

 

Seren has never been loved and    
cherished; first as an orphan in an    
institutional orphanage and then when 
living with a bedridden relative, she has 
always been neglected and mostly    
ignored. 

When Captain Arthur Jones, her dead father’s 
best friend, calls on her to come and live with his 
family in his grand mansion Plas-y Fran in Wales, 
she dreams of finally having a family because 
Captain Jones has a wife and little boy, Tomos. 
However, Seren’s daydreams of a magical       
Christmas with her new family are shattered      
almost at once: Tomos is missing, the Captain 
and his grieving wife have fled to London, and no 
one wants to tell Seren about the mysterious 
nursery in the attic or the unearthly bell that rings 
in the middle of the night. In fact, her only friend 
now is a motheaten mechanical crow, dumped on 
her by a mysterious stranger at the train station. 

Can the crow help her find Tomos and have a 
family at last? 

The Clockwork Crow is one of those rare         
children’s stories that stays with you long after you 
have finished reading. Seren is a lively and         
engaging character, and her determination and 
spirit are reminiscent of Gerda, rescuing the    

hapless Hans in The Snow Queen. However, what 
makes this story so magical is the mood Fisher 
evokes of winter enchantment, from the sinister 
attic room to the fierceness of the fairy world and 
the warmth of a family Christmas.  Combining ele-
ments from classic fairy tales,    fantasy fiction, 
historical fiction, and steampunk, the story is fast-
paced and captivating. 

FREE BOOKS 

 

We still have some books looking for a new home. 

 

Please come and have a look as I am sure there is   

something there for everyone and it would be a shame 

for them not to be passed on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You could maybe start a book swap with a group of 

friends and then talk about which books you liked the 

most. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are starting to think about your summer holidays, 

where you will go, what you will be doing.  Surely 

there’s nothing betting than relaxing the in sun reading  

a good book!!! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QVRLU5M43pg


Just for fun 
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Just for fun 
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