
  

Sixth Form Briefing w/c 15th June 

  

Dear all,  

 

As some of you return to school next week it feels like we are entering a new version of 

school and normality. We can’t wait to see many of the Y12 students in school next week 

but will continue to be here to support all Sixth Form students over the coming months. 

For Y12 students we have kept the slot from 9-10 am every Friday free to run assemblies 

and social studies – we feel this is really important as it is a chance for the whole year group 

to meet together. For Y11 coming to St John’s in September we are planning our virtual 

induction day on June 26th and for Y13 we are still hearing from plenty of you about your 

plans and supporting your university and job applications. 

 

The school’s ethos of kind, supported, happy seems to be more relevant than ever at this 

time. We have all had to adapt and change the way we live and work over the past few 

months and that is not easy. We need to make time in our conversations with you to 

acknowledge what has happened and the effect it has had on the whole community. We 

need to be mindful that not everyone’s experience in lockdown has been the same and as 

we begin to emerge from our family bubbles, we need to take time to be kind and listen to 

each other. But we also need to think positively about the future – yes, the virus has closed 

some doors but news one will open. It has been with great pleasure that I have read 

personal statements of Y13 students who have changed their plans and are now applying to 

university. If we can help, then please let us know. 

 

Remember you can also follow what we are getting up to on our Twitter 

feed @Stjohns6thform.  

 

 



 

A House Through time: From Mr Baldrey 

I recommend that you watch ‘A House 

Through Time’ Series 3 on BBC iplayer. It 

considers the history of 10 Guinea Street 

in Bristol. The programme is presented by 

historian David Olusoga who lives in 

Bristol. You may have seen various 

interviews that he has done following the 

toppling of the Edward Colston statue in 

Bristol on Sunday 7th June. Part 1 looks at 

the issue of Bristol and its links to the slave 

trade. 

Women in Psychology: some research from Mrs Williams 

Studying Psychology or planning to study it next year? Use the pictures below to 

research some of the important women in Psychology. 

 



 

Medicine in Action: From Mrs Joyce 

 
 
Friday 3rd July 11:00 - 15:30 

Medicine in Action is a specially designed programme where students will hear from 

medics from a wide range of specialities and at 

various stages in their careers. We will spend the 

day discovering the life of a doctor, uncovering the 

incredible scientific and technological breakthroughs 

enabling transformation of healthcare and discussing 

the ethical and societal issues that the next 

generation of medics will encounter. We will of 

course also be discussing the COVID-19 crisis in 

terms of both the science and impact on the 

profession. 

More information can be found here: https://thetrainingpartnership.org.uk/study-

day/medicine-in-action-online-3-07-2020/ 

IMPORTANT - Places will cost £10.15 and can only be booked by the school. 

If you are interested, please email Mrs Joyce on 

gjoyce@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk by Friday 19th June, to ensure you will be 

added to the ParentPay list and be able to access the online programme. 

There is a slightly different payment process for external Yr11 students, but 

you can still be involved, if interested. 

 

Book review : Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

From Mrs Singleton 

 

Like many of us horrified by the death of 

George Floyd in the United States on 

May 25, I realised I needed to educate 

myself and know more about racism and 

the lived experience of black people. To 

this end, one of the books I read was 

called Between the World and Me, by 

African American Ta-Nehisi Coates. 

The text is in the form of a series of long 

letters, addressed to his own son, where 

https://thetrainingpartnership.org.uk/study-day/medicine-in-action-online-3-07-2020/
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he talks about his own experience of growing up in the US, and his fears for his son 

going forward into the future. 

It is a revelatory read. It was first published in 2015 and Coates talks about the 

enactment of racism on the bodies of black people. He writes:  

“There is nothing uniquely evil in these destroyers or even in this moment. The 

destroyers are merely men enforcing the whims of our country, correctly interpreting 

its heritage and legacy. It is hard to face this. But all our phrasing – race relations, racial 

chasm, racial justice, racial profiling, white privilege, even white supremacy – serves to 

obscure that racism is a visceral experience, that it dislodges brains, blocks airways, rips 

muscle, extracts organs, cracks bones, breaks teeth. You must never look away from 

this.” 

I can’t breathe: the phrase imprinted on our minds and consciences, on street art and 

protesters’ placards. 

Coates explores the physical and psychological impact of growing up black in the US, 

and the dashed hope of his son who sees that justice, still, is not served on those who 

perpetrate racist violence on black people. 

It is a brilliant piece of writing, personal and powerful. Coates is an accomplished writer: 

his argument and the depth of his feeling, are masterfully shaped through his language. 

Engaging, moving and vividly expressed, Between the World and Me is a book I would 

highly recommend reading. 

 

Book review - Girl Woman Other by Bernadine Evaristo from Mrs 

Stokes 

 
This stunning and important novel is told through the lives of 12 different 

women, mostly black British women in different decades and different times. 

Each woman has her own chapter and their lives and experiences overlap 

and connect. Evaristo’s writing is beautiful told in verse like prose it’s a novel 

for right now about being Black, Female and British. It gives lots to think 

about and I really urge you to read it. 

 

If you enjoy this novel and are interested in the themes it raises 

you might also enjoy: 

Why I’m No Longer Talking About Race by Reni Eddo Lodge 

Blonde Roots by Bernadine Evaristo  

The Girl With The Louding Voice by Abi Dare 

Freshwater by Akwaeke Emezi 



 

Manchester Happened by Jennifer Nansubuga Makumbi  

The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead  

An American Marriage by Tayari Jones 

Another Brooklyn by Jacqueline Woodson 

That Reminds Me by Derek Owusu 

My Name is Why by Lemn Sissay 

Small Island by Andrea Levy 

This Lovely City by Louise Hare 

The Lies we tell ourselves by Robin Talley 

 

News from the library: 

Mrs Stokes is continuing to run her amazing mobile library service. If you would like to 

borrow a book or order revision guides, then please email her at 

astokes@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk Also, she is offering a book return service for Y13 

students to return your school textbooks. Please see email from Mrs Joyce for details. 

 

Creative Writing Prompt – ‘New Word for a New World’ 

Whilst you are away from school and COVID-19 continues to change our lives, the 

English department are running a writing competition. Each week there will be a new 

task inspiring you to reflect on your world and each week, from all the work sent in, a 

winner and a runner up will be published on the St. John's website. After all of this is 

over, the winning entries will be made into an anthology. Please send your entries to 

lsankey@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk by Thursday 25th June. 

This week's writing prompt: The last few weeks have been a time of mingled emotions 

for most of us. Frustration, sadness, boredom, bliss: you may have felt all of these and 

more.   

Since the murder of George Floyd on the 25th May, there has been an eruption of anger 

across the globe, giving more power than ever to the Black Lives Matter movement. 

This has shown how anger can be used productively, how it can be turned into solidarity 
or used as motivation to learn and maybe even to change. So, this week I want you to 

write about anger. Your own anger.   

What are you angry about? What does that anger look like to you? Does that anger 

have a colour, a smell, a taste, a feeling? Describe it to me. And what do you want to do 

mailto:astokes@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
mailto:lsankey@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk


 

with your anger? How can you use it productively, for change perhaps? I want you to 

transform your anger into something more beautiful. Describe that beautiful thing to 

me.   

There is no word limit this week. You can write whatever you like – a story, a letter, a 

poem, a song. This is your anger – do what you want with it.   

 

Something to note:    

Writing is a powerful thing. As you sit and reflect, you might find that this process 

triggers feelings you didn’t expect or aren’t comfortable with. If you find that general 

feelings of anxiety become worse, or if you feel uncomfortable or unhappy, then please 

remember that there are people who can support you with this:    

Your tutor. We are always at the end of an email; never hesitate to drop us a line if you 

want to chat about how all of this is making you feel.    

Miss McNeill. As the school’s designating safe-guarding lead, Miss McNeill understands 

how to best support you through difficult times mmcneill@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk   

A list of helplines (many with advice on how to maintain your wellbeing during the 

COVID-19 crisis) https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-

health-helplines/ 

 

 

Ted Talks 

 
How Languages Shape The Way We Think - Lera Boroditsky 

 

There are about 7,000 languages spoken around the world -- and they all have different 

sounds, vocabularies and structures. But do they shape the way we think? Cognitive 

scientist Lera Boroditsky shares examples of language -- from an Aboriginal community 

in Australia that uses cardinal directions instead of left and right to the multiple words 

for blue in Russian -- that suggest the answer is a resounding yes. "The beauty of 

linguistic diversity is that it reveals to us just how ingenious and how flexible the human 

mind is," Boroditsky says. "Human minds have invented not one cognitive universe, but 

7,000.” 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/lera_boroditsky_how_language_shapes_th
e_way_we_think?referrer=playlist-
the_pursuit_of_curiosity_and_understanding  
 
 

mailto:mmcneil@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/
https://www.ted.com/talks/lera_boroditsky_how_language_shapes_the_way_we_think?referrer=playlist-the_pursuit_of_curiosity_and_understanding
https://www.ted.com/talks/lera_boroditsky_how_language_shapes_the_way_we_think?referrer=playlist-the_pursuit_of_curiosity_and_understanding
https://www.ted.com/talks/lera_boroditsky_how_language_shapes_the_way_we_think?referrer=playlist-the_pursuit_of_curiosity_and_understanding


 

Last Week’s Puzzles 
 
Art Puzzle from Mr Harrison 
 
I asked you to name the painting, the artist and the date it was painted. To 

make things a little trickier, I would like the name of the artist’s model who appears 

in this painting and many of his pieces. 
 

The answer: The Birth of Venus by Sandro Botticelli, painted in the 1480s and the model 

is Simonetta Vespucci.  

Well done to Alice Sainsbury who emailed in the first correct answer! 

 
 

The model painted as Venus is Simonetta 

Cattaneo Vespucci; a noblewoman from Genoa. 

Boticelli painted her on many occasions (see 

above). Some art historians suggest that Botticelli 

had fallen in love with her. Boticelli requested to 

be buried at her feet in the Church of Ognissanti – 



 

the parish church of the Vespucci – in Florence. His wish was carried out when he died 

in 1510, some 34 years after Simonetta’s death.  

 
Answer to last week’s 

Abstract Reasoning Puzzle 
Answer is D 
 
The shape on the left can be folded to 

make the box on the right. 

 

We can immediately exclude Frame B 

because it has a white circle on a white 

background, which is not the case in the 
object on the left. 

 

Frame A can also be excluded because if 

we folded the objects that the front facing 

side had the white dot and the right-hand 

side was plain grey, then the top would have the black dot and the black side would be 

underneath, not above. 

 

Frame C can also be excluded because the plain white and plain grey sides should be on 

opposite sides, and not adjacent. 

 
There were no correct answers submitted! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

This week’s puzzles 
 
Take a look at the detail from a famous painting. 

 

 

Can you identify the painting, the artist who 

created it, and the date it was completed? 

Could you also identify the names of the two 

men in the painting, and the name of the object 

pictured in the detail above? 

 

 

Email me with the correct answers. I’ll give a 
mention in next week’s bulletin to the first 

correct answers. 

 

mharrison@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

 
 
 
 

Abstract Reasoning puzzle 
 
Email me if you know the answer! 
mharrison@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 
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A few more puzzles from Mrs Joyce: 
 

 
 
How many blocks are needed to complete the full cube? 

 

 
 
 
Answers will be shared next week! 
 
 
 



 

Photo of the week 
 
Henri Cartier-Bresson (1908-2004) 
  

A Visitor to the Forbidden City, 
Beijing, December, 1948. 
 
 
 

 
 

ñPhotographers deal  in  things  
which  are  continually  vanishing  
and  when  they  have  vanished  
there  is no  contrivance  on  earth  
which  can  make  them  come  
back  again.ò ï  
 
Henri  Cartier -Bresson  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Careers Links from Mrs Havill  
 

Young Work Wiltshire 

 

Wiltshire Council has launched Young Work Wiltshire, a new area on the Work 

Wiltshire website for 16 to 17 year olds planning their next steps into education, 

employment or training. Young Work Wiltshire contains four sections:  

 

¶ Next Steps - Information for students on how to get support in making their 

next steps in their education or career pathway. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fworkwiltshire.co.uk%2Fyoung%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C058ddd51ce354286115208d80899a281%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637268803229828845&sdata=BvlHi4xqQswZkPZ%2BMZHqVG5pAqtegT0Ip68w5yJItcs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fworkwiltshire.co.uk%2Fyoung%2Fnext-steps%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C058ddd51ce354286115208d80899a281%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637268803229838802&sdata=FnjEdSIMxy17C5qV8i%2BMCemnmYr4rmXVIVfiSLWFFYY%3D&reserved=0


 

¶ Learn - Information about student choices in education and learning from age 

16, ranging from how qualifications have changed, further and higher education, 

local provision, apprenticeships and other avenues they may be considering. 

¶ Earn - Information on becoming work ready, what opportunities students could 

consider and links to local vacancies. 

¶ Support – Information on programmes and organisations who can support 

students if they are not sure what to do next. 
 

Free skills and careers activities booklet 

 

Youth Employment UK has created a free Skills and Careers activities booklet for 

young people aged 14-24. These tips and activities aim to boost young people’s skills, 

knowledge and confidence – whatever stage of education, employment or training they 

are at. The booklet is designed for young people to work through at home. It is editable 

(the page contains links to both PDF and Word versions) so you can use it exactly how 

you want to. The contents include: Choosing a career; Understanding the pathways 

available to you; Boosting your skills; Volunteering and work experience; Employers and 

work; Getting help; and Your reflections.  Youth Employment UK is a good site to look 

through https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/careers-hub/  
 

My Personal Finance Skills Programme 

 

The My Personal Finance Skills Programme is a free financial education programme from 

the Chartered Insurance Institute. The in-school material has been adapted to offer 

students free online financial education. Targeted at Key Stage 4 and 5, the programme 

themes include: staying safe from scams, moving on from school, my future finances and 

making decisions and risk. There are 4 x 1 hour on demand workshops available and 

student worksheets are included.  

 

 

 

 
University 

 

The UK University Search Virtual Fair takes place on Wednesday 17th June (12pm-

6pm). The event will feature universities and colleges from across the UK as well as ten 

live webinars on topics such as UCAS personal statements, clearing, and student finance. 

The UK University Search Virtual Fair is free of charge to students, parents and 

teachers.  

University Exeter - brand new online Subject Taster Days 1st to 3rd July, to provide an 

insight into the huge variety of subject specialisms at the University of Exeter. This 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fworkwiltshire.co.uk%2Fyoung%2Flearn%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C058ddd51ce354286115208d80899a281%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637268803229838802&sdata=%2BhGSRV9lyyi%2FI%2BNel86QLojUlEx1XmMCDZzFyDJmt7g%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fworkwiltshire.co.uk%2Fyoung%2Fearn%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C058ddd51ce354286115208d80899a281%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637268803229848757&sdata=NdeV%2FBYoxojBJ3ctgGN93nSMO4T6hz75CnzaXGo%2FBqs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fworkwiltshire.co.uk%2Fyoung%2Fsupport%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C058ddd51ce354286115208d80899a281%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637268803229848757&sdata=aZhU0lN5sPRjxpPovzcJr%2Bk5icangEEUZl2uWNNJ%2FzA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youthemployment.org.uk%2Ffree-skills-careers-activities-booklet-for-young-people%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C058ddd51ce354286115208d80899a281%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637268803229858715&sdata=It8BWoe5ZSQHZs8aqzeo0%2BlcPfJ5xSFxmkVq9JWO%2FZM%3D&reserved=0
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three-day series of online events aims to highlight the wealth of opportunities afforded 

by university level study, with each day presenting variety of subject taster sessions from 

different fields of study. Hosted on the University’s secure online event platform, 
students can book their places directly via their online booking form and the programme 

is: 

¶ Wednesday 1st July – Humanities and Social Sciences Day - ‘Broadening 

Horizons' 

¶ Thursday 2nd July – Business Day – ‘Business Resilience in Times of Change’  

¶ Friday 3rd July – STEM Day – ‘Britain Needs Scientists' 

University of Birmingham – As well as live webinars for university progression they 

are conducting a series of interviews with academics led by students to chat about 

current affairs, find out more about their research, and get advice on shaping their 

future. You can see the first interview on our website from 1pm on Wednesday 1 

July.  And year 13 transition to University study materials  

with some useful materials to help year 13 students transition to university for their 

specific subject area, including suggested reading, interesting websites, videos and 

activities and are being updated with new subjects. It could give year 12 students some 

ideas to help with their personal statements. 

University of Bristol - Virtual resources have been updated on 
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/virtual-resources-for-students/faculty-content/ with 

lots of events and opportunities 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MH_ksn3NTkql2rGM8aQVG9rpSSZP1eJ
CuuBmz7UjH5lUQk9RWTBWMUpOWjdDRUNZVDlHQUtRSDVHQi4u 

 

University of Reading – There are lots of available resources for students considering 

university as well as subject webinars available 

http://www.reading.ac.uk/studentrecruitment/subject-webinars.aspx 

 

Portsmouth University - Subject Specific resources – now online We’ve 

created something new for KS4-KS5 students studying History, English, Sociology, or 

Criminology https://www.port.ac.uk/collaborate/schools-and-colleges/resources-for-the-
classroom/subject-specific-resources Getting started webinars 

https://www.port.ac.uk/collaborate/schools-and-colleges/getting-started - for instance 

thought this could be useful: 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=d10qkZj77k6vMhM02PBKUzNDY4f2udxPqp1oG8K6d6pUQ0QzTFZBR0dINldOSzZBRElMU0dSNUlMWC4u
http://clicks.bham.radiussend.com/ls/click?upn=F2UBqIyPKgr7bahVll1BCTKxCsOsPCRW7NnAvlSn9cY7znVZ39QYZwD0VZHBwCEPKGFEhw6JBRtq0qJRHRoGuOLfMv1AO4seLGgvoNPaHnM-3DMgWj_p8BClF8O7n29g1s9U2s66-2FD21OrDLP-2Bunq3yhFl7J5Qe6wN2fIChLEIfF3xJ6hkT6Lm665LEJukZN7nOajkfR11lTw7WLY52RFhEwcTI6fbQKrlbvrrcImMjhGwLNQhhuewuLUBZ-2FYtqXMvBJGRRqOkqys12TqztIwieUoCY-2B6xyJx1WSWgCUZkKrNN8j7oyTaICwj07bhosK45kAp080m-2BYuRGAm1GWELVBkggj7oAfQ9srUbGc2lZkr1SiNgniq50j8NfAwIvz5x0mmzFQ7Ln3G9mxZSLh7q8R6o6yFcx0hI5U7penlgIhvWSD0jIJwleF1g2uPlkxKbkvBYk0WQ-2BwD52rH-2BPM2FvmbSZkceg-3D
http://clicks.bham.radiussend.com/ls/click?upn=F2UBqIyPKgr7bahVll1BCTKxCsOsPCRW7NnAvlSn9cY7znVZ39QYZwD0VZHBwCEPKGFEhw6JBRtq0qJRHRoGuOLfMv1AO4seLGgvoNPaHnM-3DMgWj_p8BClF8O7n29g1s9U2s66-2FD21OrDLP-2Bunq3yhFl7J5Qe6wN2fIChLEIfF3xJ6hkT6Lm665LEJukZN7nOajkfR11lTw7WLY52RFhEwcTI6fbQKrlbvrrcImMjhGwLNQhhuewuLUBZ-2FYtqXMvBJGRRqOkqys12TqztIwieUoCY-2B6xyJx1WSWgCUZkKrNN8j7oyTaICwj07bhosK45kAp080m-2BYuRGAm1GWELVBkggj7oAfQ9srUbGc2lZkr1SiNgniq50j8NfAwIvz5x0mmzFQ7Ln3G9mxZSLh7q8R6o6yFcx0hI5U7penlgIhvWSD0jIJwleF1g2uPlkxKbkvBYk0WQ-2BwD52rH-2BPM2FvmbSZkceg-3D
http://clicks.bham.radiussend.com/ls/click?upn=F2UBqIyPKgr7bahVll1BCTKxCsOsPCRW7NnAvlSn9cY7znVZ39QYZwD0VZHBwCEPKMx3-2BJJahBPj1DOciCAEyQnzgNov3ApDbRxFmFFXy9tMFgvuh1EUwZStapHRbPC9fMygFpzUXFapIpmxXcqg7W03PXrwAathq1rBCyI0BeC-2BgW-2BdjR7CDbk7QWfF8CIaO7Qc_p8BClF8O7n29g1s9U2s66-2FD21OrDLP-2Bunq3yhFl7J5Qe6wN2fIChLEIfF3xJ6hkT6Lm665LEJukZN7nOajkfR11lTw7WLY52RFhEwcTI6fbQKrlbvrrcImMjhGwLNQhhuewuLUBZ-2FYtqXMvBJGRRqOkqys12TqztIwieUoCY-2B6xyJx1WSWgCUZkKrNN8j7oyTaICwj07bhosK45kAp080jdOhGk7U3ut5KxshzMiLBCZkhzxXcHjIbeYT2oN6FsRVhSaL7hMTE7TQxFZACJjVP9mX-2Bk7trTqqXBDPLzf6m-2BbQvaBtQM31c-2FX71qQceQFZhU-2FWrqileciw70QS0stZoRsl6DxI-2FYz1JUJOf1B-2BWo-3D
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/virtual-resources-for-students/faculty-content/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MH_ksn3NTkql2rGM8aQVG9rpSSZP1eJCuuBmz7UjH5lUQk9RWTBWMUpOWjdDRUNZVDlHQUtRSDVHQi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MH_ksn3NTkql2rGM8aQVG9rpSSZP1eJCuuBmz7UjH5lUQk9RWTBWMUpOWjdDRUNZVDlHQUtRSDVHQi4u
http://www.reading.ac.uk/studentrecruitment/subject-webinars.aspx
https://www.port.ac.uk/collaborate/schools-and-colleges/resources-for-the-classroom/subject-specific-resources
https://www.port.ac.uk/collaborate/schools-and-colleges/resources-for-the-classroom/subject-specific-resources
https://www.port.ac.uk/collaborate/schools-and-colleges/getting-started


 

 

Oxford Brookes University have provided insights into their online learning 

experiences using their Student Ambassadors on their UniBuddy blog. Have a look at 

some blogs for genuine examples of what studying at university has been like in recent 
weeks https://unibuddy.co/embed/oxford-brookes-

university/colour/d10373/blog?dm_i=BBQ%2C6WMEZ%2C1U6K73%2CRRMWE%2C1. 
 

Year 13 CLEARING  - universities are starting to advertise their clearing information 

and links – if you are concerned check the individual websites that you may want to 

contact e.g. Plymouth –have set a pre-register facility so students that may not have 

applied / changed their mind / concerned about their grades (it’s just an expression of 

interest) but students would be contacted directly on results day 
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/forms/clearing/advance-registration?utm_source=Pre-
Registration%2520-
%2520direct%2520to%2520form&utm_medium=Marketing%2520CRM&utm_campaign=Clearin
g2020 

 

Your Guide To Higher Education - Making it from application to arrival 

If you are a Year 12 student and are considering your university options for next year, 

this series of webinars with Aberystwyth University is ideal for you. The step by 

step webinars will guide you through the process from choosing a course and location 

through to application and preparing to finance your studies. 

 

¶ Webinar 1 – 15/6/20, 14:00-15:00 - Why, What and Where to Study: Making the 

right decision 

¶ Webinar 2 – 22/6/20, 14:00-15:00 - Personal Statements: Making a statement 

¶ Webinar 3 – 29/6/20, 14:00-15:00 - Student Life: Making the most of being at 

university 

¶ Webinar 4 – 8/7/20, 14:00-15:00 - Student Finance: Making it easy to budget and 

understand 

 

Wiltshire College and University Centre virtual open event 

 

Wiltshire College and University Centre has set up a virtual open event on their 

website. Here you will be able to find information on all of the colleges courses, watch 

videos from lecturers, and find links so you can apply for a September start. You will 

also find information on the college campuses, fees and finance, transport, 

accommodation, learning support and more. Click the subject area links to watch a pre-

recorded video from a member of the curriculum team. You can also ask questions 

about the course using the enquiry form on the video page. 
 

Apprenticeships 

https://unibuddy.co/embed/oxford-brookes-university/colour/d10373/blog?dm_i=BBQ%2C6WMEZ%2C1U6K73%2CRRMWE%2C1
https://unibuddy.co/embed/oxford-brookes-university/colour/d10373/blog?dm_i=BBQ%2C6WMEZ%2C1U6K73%2CRRMWE%2C1
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/forms/clearing/advance-registration?utm_source=Pre-Registration%2520-%2520direct%2520to%2520form&utm_medium=Marketing%2520CRM&utm_campaign=Clearing2020
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/forms/clearing/advance-registration?utm_source=Pre-Registration%2520-%2520direct%2520to%2520form&utm_medium=Marketing%2520CRM&utm_campaign=Clearing2020
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/forms/clearing/advance-registration?utm_source=Pre-Registration%2520-%2520direct%2520to%2520form&utm_medium=Marketing%2520CRM&utm_campaign=Clearing2020
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/forms/clearing/advance-registration?utm_source=Pre-Registration%2520-%2520direct%2520to%2520form&utm_medium=Marketing%2520CRM&utm_campaign=Clearing2020
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.channeltalent.co.uk%2Fyour-guide-to-higher-education-making-it-from-application-to-arrival-aberystwyth%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C058ddd51ce354286115208d80899a281%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637268803229918447&sdata=yLhlxYp6UhgDxJiMWtlV8vmc5LVBBZgvHrhoytbOZvg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.wiltshire.ac.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C058ddd51ce354286115208d80899a281%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637268803229908490&sdata=VNjd9EHA10hYK8gwljFif0qkCt2uNYhcdT2Pn7w4uFU%3D&reserved=0


 

 

I hope you saw the social studies session on higher and degree apprenticeships this 

week.  Please could I ask anyone interested in this route for next year to let me 

know.  The Capgemini virtual interview might be useful as they have created a 

mock digital interview for key stage 5 students. Digital Interviews are the norm for at 

least the initial stages of recruitment so this is a chance for the students to check it out 

and see what it’s like.  The apprenticeship Manager from HSBC 

https://learn.springpod.co.uk/talks/the-art-of-communication-in-the-world-of-

work/?ah=S6YMJN6H# is the latest talk from Springpod on 16 June and might be useful 

for future applications. 

 

The latest parent & carer’s bulletin is now available 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2020/05/Parent-Pack-May-2020.pdf  

 

Young Work Wiltshire Apprenticeship Vacancies - The new Young Work 

Wiltshire website will feature an apprenticeship vacancy bulletin for Wiltshire every two 

weeks. Here’s the first vacancy listing (PDF) and future bulletins will be added to this 

page at the beginning and the middle of each month. 

 

Year 11 opportunity Apprenticeship vacancy - Persimmon Homes (Wessex) are 

recruiting 12 apprentice bricklayers for a development in Malmesbury. The 

apprenticeship is open to those aged 16+ in suitable employment who hold GCSEs (or 

equivalent) at Grade D / Grade 3 or above in English and maths. 

 

Talk on BP apprenticeships from 

https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/ on Friday 19th 

June – see details below. 

 

 

 

SpeakersforSchools  

Some of you have signed up for virtual work experience (VWEX) with but they are also 
providing free livestreamed talks from top leading figures in their field for all young 
people to attend. No registrations or downloads are needed.  Use the link 

https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/ to join or check 
the schedule.  Watch pre-recorded VTalks from their library 

https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/vtalks-video-library/ and next 

week’s schedule is included below. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcapgemini.hirevue.com%2Fsignup%2Fj23gtr78S5GSvJv4L66chJ%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C5fb6c1be8e3b4f99a2a708d80e17d61f%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637274842824294339&sdata=9PUqYLAP1qlH87XQ2uy1G6fel5b6Cx24ff62B1fNHks%3D&reserved=0
https://learn.springpod.co.uk/talks/the-art-of-communication-in-the-world-of-work/?ah=S6YMJN6H
https://learn.springpod.co.uk/talks/the-art-of-communication-in-the-world-of-work/?ah=S6YMJN6H
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2020/05/Parent-Pack-May-2020.pdf
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fworkwiltshire.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F06%2F20200601-Apprenticeship-Vacancy-Bulletin.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C5fb6c1be8e3b4f99a2a708d80e17d61f%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637274842824314245&sdata=cRiWdsXhjIAwDjIJbo5KGBO1BXDRoLhavt2y0sqs%2BL0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fworkwiltshire.co.uk%2Fyoung%2Fearn%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C5fb6c1be8e3b4f99a2a708d80e17d61f%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637274842824314245&sdata=f3vmvQR3pzcXxotBXocdzHznLO3AMzgQsU%2F9Umv8p%2BM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk%2Fapprenticeship%2F-511952&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C058ddd51ce354286115208d80899a281%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637268803229918447&sdata=f8LJJPUn6YPJ6x9449GYtN3sXLLUufmZizS2e7zKY%2B8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/vtalks-video-library/


 

 
Catalyst Summit - Find your purpose and be a confident change maker 

 

Catalyst Summit - Feeling worried about your future and the future of the world? You 

want to make a difference but are not sure how to go about it? 

Who is it for? - Girls and young women aged 16-24 years who want to help save the 

world. 

When is it? - Online, 8th, 15th, 22nd July, £22.99 (one day) and up to £99.00 (three days)  

Why should I attend? - You want to make a difference but are not sure how to go about 

it and don’t feel like you have the confidence and skills. 

Join Catalyse Change for this inspiring learning & mentoring programme. For more 

information and to book, click here.  For enquiries and a free bursary application form 

email Traci traci@catalysechange.com    

 

Interested in a career in helping people? 

 

Allied Health Professions (AHPs) are healthcare specialists who provide treatment and 

rehabilitation to patients. They work directly with patients, where they can really see 

the difference they make to people’s everyday lives – relieving their pain and helping 

them stay independent. Join us as we explore the benefits of careers in professions such 

as: Podiatry, Therapeutic radiography, Orthoptics and Prosthetics and Orthotics. If you 

would like to find out more, the I See The Difference team are hosting a FREE webinar 

series on Careers in Allied Health. The following webinars are available: 

 

¶ Year 12/13: Creating a Back-up Plan to Medicine 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatalysechange.com%2Fportfolio-item%2Fcatalyst-training-programme-bristol%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C5fb6c1be8e3b4f99a2a708d80e17d61f%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637274842824294339&sdata=3pKIWfVkxvSY6R%2FhK7vEIl6dkLw2aqDw30Kqpv61sWk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fcatalystsummit2020&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C5fb6c1be8e3b4f99a2a708d80e17d61f%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637274842824304294&sdata=QBySLEnHSk1RtpgV%2BKBUdWhtVqoRuqwO%2FvMT7KhnOR0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:traci@catalysechange.com


 

¶ Year 12/13: Introduction to the Allied Health Professions 

¶ Year 10/11: Introduction to the Allied Health Professions 

¶ Year 7-9: Introduction to the Allied Health Professions 

¶ A Parent & Carer's Guide to the Allied Health Professions 

Click here to select the webinar most suitable to you. Each webinar has several dates 

and times to choose from. 

 

Guide for Parents and Carers 

 

Success at School's careers guide is full of advice from university and apprenticeships to 
work experience, to help steer students through the world of careers choices. They're 

publishing the guide next academic year, but you can get a free preview Using this 

link  https://successatschool.us3.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=9e6bb720a5&e=060e673c4

5 

 

 

 

Five things to be grateful for during this difficult time 

 

Inspired by Mrs Parry’s work with Yr9 we will ask one member of staff each week to 

share 5 things they are grateful for. This week’s ideas come from Mr Paul: 

1. OUTSIDE SPACE – I always knew, having grown up in the west country, that 

the outdoors had lots to offer.  However now, even more so, it’s struck me how 

lucky we are to live in this area of the country.  We are able to walk, run or ride 

in fields, along canal and river-banks, in Woodlands on the Plains.  It’s struck me 

how difficult it must be dealing with various stages of lock down in a city or 

home without outside space.  I’m VERY grateful for the outside space I have 

access to. 

2. BOX SETS – What do you do when you can’t get out.  I love a good box 
set.  GOT, Westworld, Friday Night Dinner, The In-betweeners, This Country 

and the Michael Jordan Documentaries have given me lots to get my teeth 

into.  Most of my general knowledge comes from the Simpsons!  

3. DARTBOARD – A few of us staff have set up the ‘WVAT or 

World Virtual Arrows Tour’ we have teams of two and play in 

our respective houses over Zoom. 

4. ANIMALS – I’m a massive nature lover and find pets and wild 

animals so calming.  Stroking a pet or watching wild birds is such 

a privilege to be able to do 

5. KIDS – Being able to throw a Rugby ball around with my Son 

and having the time to be given an Art lesson by my Daughter.  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fiseethedifference.co.uk%2Fjoin-us-for-our-free-webinar-series-careers-in-allied-health%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNicola.Randy%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C5fb6c1be8e3b4f99a2a708d80e17d61f%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637274842824304294&sdata=iaXFPahkzLy5j5K2r98iv%2Bxs7cX%2F7nJ%2BWCQAc7xNsQs%3D&reserved=0
https://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=9e6bb720a5&e=060e673c45
https://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=9e6bb720a5&e=060e673c45
https://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=9e6bb720a5&e=060e673c45


 

Keeping fit and healthy: How far have you gone this week? 

Remember to keep a record of the distance you have walked/ run or cycled in miles  

and send to your tutor at the end of the month. 

 

 

 

Stay safe!  

Best wishes from the Sixth Form team. 
  


