
 

   

 

4th March 2022 
RHW/vcm/Y12Next Steps 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

YEAR 12 – PREPARING FOR THEIR NEXT STEPS 

As we enter these busy and important terms for our Year 12 students, I wanted to write to you to 

outline our plans to help them to prepare to make applications for universities, apprenticeships, gap 

years and work. We have had to make a few changes to our plans to accommodate the school 

closure on 8th April and the Cardiff Open Day dates. 

Timeline: 

6-7th April Work shadowing. No lessons in school and clear guidance given regarding the 

activities students should undertake during the two days. 

Term 5 and 6 All Wellbeing lessons to be focused on university and apprenticeship applications 

7th June Personal Statement and CV writing workshop led by Lifeskills Company 

27th-30th June Y12 mock exams 

1st July Proposed Year group visit to Cardiff University Open Day 

As the school is now closed on 8th April, we have taken the decision to move the work shadowing 

days to 6th and 7th April. During these two days usual lessons will not run, and students will be 

expected to undertake activities at home to help them prepare for work. Students will be issued a list 

of activities to choose from, and they will include work shadowing (we hope most students will use 

the time to undertake this), Virtual Work Experience, MOOCs, CV building and UCAS and careers 

research. Students will be expected to let their tutors know how they will be spending the two days 

and students attending a work placement must complete an ‘own placement’ form and hand it into 

the Careers office. Students who have already arranged work shadowing for Thursday and Friday can 

take Wednesday as a day off in lieu. 

In our Wellbeing lessons during terms 5 and 6 we will launch our UCAS process for 2023 entry. The 

UCAS system itself does not open to begin applications until 3rd May but there is a great deal of other 

useful information on the site for students to use when researching courses. In Wellbeing we will 

take students through how to research courses, things to consider when choosing a course, how to 

complete an application and how to write their personal statement. The internal school deadline for 

applications is the end of September for Oxbridge/Medicine/ Dentistry and Veterinary students and 

October half term for everyone else. This ensures we have plenty of time to check forms before 

adding the school reference and sending. In addition, students who are interested in Oxbridge/ 

Medicine/ Dentistry/Veterinary Medicine have attended a talk by Oxford University, have been 

invited to a session from St Mary’s, Calne about the application process and been briefed on super-

curricular activities. 
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Students who are not applying to university will also be supported with Apprenticeship information, 

military information, employment and gap year information. Many students will have picked up 

valuable resources at our career’s fair but if they are still uncertain about what they would like to do 

in the future, students can talk to any of the Sixth Form team or the school career’s advisor Fiona 

Havill. If students are considering a gap year and are designing their own experience, they can apply 

to KRET (a charity supporting Marlborough students to have adventurous experiences), for a 

donation towards costs. 

In June we are planning to welcome the Lifeskills Company again to run a personal statement/ CV 

writing workshop. By the end of the session all students should have a draft of their statement which 

they can improve over the summer. The Sixth Form team are available to help with personal 

statements and are happy to check drafts during term time. We will also be writing a reference for 

each student during Term 6 and to do this, we ask all students to fill out an “all about me” form so 

tutors have as much information as possible about tutees. UCAS predicated grades will be decided in 

September. These are determined using mock exam grades, class work grades and student’s work 

ethic. Teachers will give a realistic estimation of the grade students should achieve in the final exams 

if they continue to work hard. 

The mock exams at the end of June are an excellent opportunity for students to demonstrate their 

learning. The grades from these exams are important and are used in helping to decide UCAS 

predicted grades. We would urge all students to take these exams seriously and prepare carefully. 

Teachers will provide information on topics to revise nearer the time. 

Finally, on 1st July we would like to take Year 12 to the open day at Cardiff University. There will be a 

charge for this (approx. £15 for the coach) and letters will come out nearer the time with 

information about the trip and details for parent pay. We would encourage all students to attend the 

trip to help them to see what a large university can offer and consider whether they want to apply 

and, if so, their own 5 choices.  

I will write again early in Year 13 to outline the support offered with interviews, university admission 

exams and student finance. 

How can parents support their child? 

The best way to support students is to begin to discuss future ambitions at home and help students 

consider the various options open to them. If your child is considering university, there are many 

open days throughout the summer, and we would encourage students to visit all of their 5 choices. 

Parents can also support by helping students to prioritise schoolwork in the lead up to mock exams 

as these grades will help determine UCAS predictions. Many students also have paid work, which, 

whilst we encourage as it helps build independence, we recommend no more than 12 hours a week.  
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If you would like further information about how we prepare students for life after St John’s, please do 

get in touch with questions. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs Haig-Williams 

Director of Sixth Form & Assistant Vice Principal 

 

Useful Resources: 

Undergraduate | UCAS 

Careers - St John's Marlborough (excalibur.org.uk) – for parents and students 

Careers - Welcome (sharepoint.com) – for students – Morrisby Online, Higher Ideas and Careers 

Companion resources 

Further education and skills: Apprenticeships - detailed information - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate
https://www.stjohns.excalibur.org.uk/life-at-st-johns/careers/#1621425940306-070355f3-fd05
https://excaliburacademiestrust.sharepoint.com/sites/STJ-Home/CWRL/SitePages/Welcome.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/topic/further-education-skills/apprenticeships

