‘Climate Action and
the Commonwealth’
Interested in current issues?
Want to express your ideas globally?
Ready to write about it?

What is the Competition?
•

The largest creative writing programme for
under-18s, inviting entries from all 54 nations of
the Commonwealth.

•

The world’s oldest schools’ writing competition – started 137
years ago!

•

An opportunity to write on an important current topic, share
your views and experiences on a global platform and get your
voice heard.

What is the Commonwealth?

What is the Royal Commonwealth Society?
•

The organisation that runs the Competition, founded 151 years
ago.

•

The Society’s patron is HM The Queen and HRH The Duchess of
Cornwall is Vice-Patron.

•

It is a network of individuals and organisations committed to
improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens
across the world.

•

Promotes the values of the Commonwealth through youth
empowerment, education and advocacy.

Why should I enter?
This Competition will help you…
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Develop written English and critical thinking skills
Think creatively and imagine other people’s experience
Gain recognition for your hard work
Share your ideas with thousands of readers
Experiment with different forms of writing

What could I win?
Each year 4 Winners will be brought to London to take part in a ‘Winners’ Week’
programme of activities, typically including an Awards Ceremony at
Buckingham Palace!
In the past, Winners have received
signed books and gold pens as
prizes

Gold, Silver and Bronze Certificates
are awarded to excellent entries
Every child who enters receives a
‘Certificate of Participation’
Schools receive a Certificate too

Why me?
We want the Competition to include the whole Commonwealth, so we
are calling on all its young people, regardless of location, background or
education level to get involved.
Young people make up 60% of the
Commonwealth – your voice is
important and your story deserves to
be shared.
This Competition can help you gain
the skills you need for the future,
in industries such as writing,
journalism, film, politics, international
relations and many more!

You say it has to be ‘an essay’…
What kind of creative writing is acceptable?
Entries are accepted in any form of creative writing.
So you could write a speech, a poem, a short story…
The important thing is that you STICK TO THE WORD COUNT and that you
CHOOSE ONE OF THE TOPICS FROM YOUR AGE CATEGORY TO WRITE ABOUT
(see the next slide for the topics in each age category)

No matter what form you choose for your writing, be that a poem or a
traditional essay, keep this is mind: your writing should be used as a tool for
positive action. You have the power to bring about change – use your
writing to get your voice heard. Be as creative as you like, but always try to
inspire the change you want to see.

2020 Theme: Climate Action & the Commonwealth
Senior Category
Born between 1 July 2001 and 30 June 2006 (14-18 years of age)
• Imagine you are President of one of the Commonwealth's 31 Small States and you have
been invited to give a speech on climate change to other leaders. what will you say?
• There is no Planet B: How will climate change affect you and your community?
• 'We will never stop fighting for this planet' - Greta Thunberg. How can young people make
change happen?
• The destruction of the oceans is everyone's concern.

Junior Category
Born on or after 1 July 2006 (under 14 years of age)
• Imagine you are Planet Earth, what would you say to humans?
• A Blue Commonwealth: it is not too late to save our oceans. True or false?
• In 2019, students in more than 100 countries walked out of school to protest climate
change. How can young people get their voices heard and make a difference?
• My planet, my place.

Choose ONE of the topics from your age category.
Then you can be as creative as you like!

2019 Winners!

Before you start your own, I highly recommend reading last years winners to
inspire you and get a feel for what the judges might be looking for…

You can read them all here:

https://www.thercs.org/2019-winning-pieces

How do I enter?
We want all young people across the Commonwealth to be able
to enter The Queen's Commonwealth Essay Competition
regardless of education, location and background.
To achieve this, we have created a brand-new, user friendly and
secure platform that works on all devices.
Simply visit https://competitions.thercs.org/ to register for an
account and get started.

Where will my writing be shared?
Winning entries and a review
of Winners’ Week are
published in Voices, The Royal
Commonwealth Society’s
magazine and in a blog online.

Worldreader provides reading apps which allow
anyone, anywhere to access ebooks. They reach
readers in 46 countries, providing them with
42,233 book titles in 43 languages. Our winning
essays are turned in to an ebook and uploaded.

Terms and Conditions
Some important things you need to know are…
•

•

•
•
•

•

Entrants must select a Senior or Junior topic depending on their age on 30 June 2020. Senior entrants must be born
between 1 July 2001 and 30 June 2006 (14-18 years) and Junior entrants must be born after 1 July 2006 (under 14 years
of age).
The maximum word counts are 1,500 words for Senior entries and 750 words for Junior entries. There is no minimum
word count. These word limits apply to all topics and all formats (essay, poem, letter, etc). Exceeding the word count will
result in automatic disqualification. References and foot notes are not included in the word count.
Only one entry per participant will be accepted.
The final copy submitted for the competition must be the entrant's own work, and cannot be excessively corrected or
improved by another person. This does not rule out input or assistance from others but does exclude group entries.
You need to type your work - Essays can only be uploaded as a Microsoft Word document (.doc or .docx) or in PDF
format (.pdf). The online platform does not accept Google Docs (.gdoc), Pages documents (.pages) or other word
processor formats.
All online entries must be submitted before 5pm (GMT) on 30th June 2020

The full set of Terms and Conditions can be found here:
https://www.thercs.org/qcec-terms-and-conditions
Please read these terms and conditions before you submit your entry.

Timeline

October
Competition
Launches

30 June
Entry
Deadline
July
Judges mark
the entries

November
Winners Week
October
The next
Competition
launches

September
Winners
announced!

Activity (to get you inspired) – A future day
1.
2.

3.

Imagine you are a fisherman living in a small island state. How would
climate change affect your daily life? Write three key ways.
Imagine you are a farmer in a dry country with desert areas. How would
climate change affect your daily life? Write three key ways.
Now consider how they might combat climate change. Would small
changes help? Could they work together? How could the Commonwealth
support them?

4. Write a story, poem, speech or letter
based on these observations. It could be
from both perspectives, maybe even from
a bird who flies between both countries…
Top Tip: Think about challenges in weather, health, temperature, available
resources and cultural attitudes.

Any Questions?
Visit the website and you will probably find the answer!
You can see a page of FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS here:
https://www.thercs.org/pages/faqs/category/essay-competition-faqs

Want to ask someone at school? Contact Miss Sankey from the English department:
lsankey@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk

