
 

 

Week 8 Writing Competition 

Whilst you are away from school and COVID-19 continues to change our lives, the English department are 

running a writing competition. Each week there will be a new task inspiring you to reflect on your world and 

each week, from all the work sent in, a winner and a runner up will be published on the St. John's website 

(page here). After all of this is over, the winning entries will be made into an anthology. 

 

HOW IT WORKS: 

If you wish to enter this competition, you have until Thursday 11th June to email your work to me (Miss L 

Sankey) on lsankey@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk. You are not obliged to have your work published on the 

website. If you submit your work, please let me know if you do not want your work published on the website 

  

WEEK 8 WRITING TASK: 

This week is all about colour. And about taking the time to notice.  

 

In the last couple of days, sunshine has been replaced by cloudy skies and a smattering of rain. The 

news this week has been bleak. And Covid-19 continues to alter many aspects of our lives. So, if I 

asked you “what colour is today?” you might say “grey”. But I want you to look more closely.   
 

With a notebook and a pen, take time to observe the world around you. Take a walk inside your 

home, look out of the window, or even get outside. It is up to you. What stands out to you as you 

look around? And what colour are those things? Write down as many as you can.   
 

Now write a poem about the colours of your day. Start with the line “Maybe you think the colour of 

today is grey. But it isn’t.” Start each new line with “It is...” and, one by one, list all the colours you 

saw as you took the time to notice today. Finally, finish your poem with the line “It is not grey”.   
 

Here’s a very short example for you:   
 

Maybe you think the colour of today is grey. But it isn’t.   

It is the creamy throat of a foxglove, freckled with plum. 

It is the chalky wash of new gravel.  A pale Sahara sand.  

It is the black of a singing bird, plucking cherries from the tree.   

And it is the blushed pink cheeks of those cherries. 

It is the powder-blue bellies of those rain clouds. 

It is not grey.   
 

Something to note:    

Writing is a powerful thing. As you sit and reflect, you might find that this process triggers feelings you didn’t 

expect or aren’t comfortable with. If you find that general feelings of anxiety become worse, or if you feel 

uncomfortable or unhappy, then please remember that there are people who can support you with this:    

Your tutor. We are always at the end of an email; never hesitate to drop us a line if you want to chat about 

how all of this is making you feel.    

Miss McNeill. As the school’s designating safe-guarding lead, Miss McNeill understands how to best support 

you through difficult times mmcneill@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk   

A list of helplines (many with advice on how to maintain your wellbeing during the COVID-19 crisis) 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/ 
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