
St John’s Curriculum Overview – Year 10  
 

 Introduction 

Subject title Classical Civilisation 
 

 

 

Classical Civilisation is a subject which can be chosen at GCSE with no 

previous knowledge of the subject.  

We follow the OCR Specification, which has 2 exams at the end of the 2 

year course. In year 1 we study the Myth and Religion module, exploring 

and comparing ancient Greek and Roman religion.  

Setting arrangements Mixed prior attainment. 

Time allowance each fortnight 6 hours 

 

Topics, Skills and Assessment covered during the course 

 

Term 

Topic 

Subject Specific topic Questions Subject content 

 

Assessment details 

Term 1 

Greek Religion 

 

• Who were the Greek gods? 

What were their individual roles 

and responsibilities? 

• How were their buildings of 

worship (temples) designed? 

• Why are the Temple of Zeus at 

Olympia and the Parthenon in 

Athens so important? 

• What was the purpose behind 

sacrifice?  

• What specifically happened 

during a sacrifice? 

• What was the job description of 

a Greek priest? 

• Exploring who the Greek Gods were, how 

they can be identified in art and what their 

roles and responsibilities were. 

• Looking at a general Greek Temple plan, 

identifying the different areas and functions. 

• Comparing the Temple of Zeus at Olympia 

and the Parthenon to the standard Greek 

temple and exploring why they are so 

special.  

• Re-enacting an ancient Greek sacrifice (no 

weapons or genuine blood involved!) to 

help students visualise the order of events. 

• Writing a job description for a Greek 

priest – to address the roles that they 

must undertake. 

1x formal assessment each term 

1x informal mini assessment each term 

(e.g. essay question) 

Informal Q & A 



Term 2 

Greek Religion 

 

• What different myths did the 

Greeks associated with the 

“Founding” of Athens? 

• What was the importance of 

Theseus to Athens? 

• What was the Panathenaia? 

What activities took place? Why 

was it important to the 

Athenians? 

• What was the City Dionysia? 

What activities took place? Why 

was it important to the 

Athenians? 

• How were the Panathenaia and 

City Dionysia different? 

• Explore the foundation myths associated 

with Athens. 

• Look at the importance of Theseus to 

Athens. 

• Examine the ancient Panathenaia festival. 
Be able to explain what happened when 

and how it proved to be important to the 

Athenians. 

• Examine the ancient City Dionysia festival. 

Be able to explain what happened when 

and how it proved to be important to the 

Athenians. 

• Compare and contrast the Panathenaia and 

the City Dionysia. 

1x formal assessment each term 

1x informal mini assessment each term 

(e.g. essay question) 

Informal Q & A 

Term 3 

Greek Religion 
• Why was Heracles important to 

the Greeks? 

• What were his labours and why 

did he have to do them? 

• How did the Greeks symbolise 

their power in Greek Art? 

• What were centauromachies? 

• What were amazonomachies? 

• Explore the story of Heracles, identifying 

what his labours were and why he had to 

do them. 

• Examine how the Greeks tried to 

showcase their power through the medium 

of art. Focussing particularly on the idea of 

civilised (Greeks) vs the uncivilised world 

(everyone else!) as well as the story of the 

gods vs the titans (Amazonomachy) 

1x formal assessment each term 

1x informal mini assessment each term 

(e.g. essay question) 

Informal Q & A 

Term 4 

Greek Religion 

Roman Religion 

 

• How did the Greeks give their 

dead the proper burial rites? 

• What did the Greeks believe 

happened after death? 

• What was the Underworld like? 

• Who were the Roman gods? 

How are they similar/different to 

the Greek variants? 

• What different myths did the 

Romans associate with the 

“Founding” of Rome? 

• Explore the practices associated with death 

and burial in ancient Greek times. 

• Examine what the Greeks believed about 

the Underworld. 

• Comparing the Roman Gods to their 

Greek counterparts. 

• Exploring the Roman Foundation stories of 

Romulus and Remus, as well as the story of 

Aeneas. 

1x formal assessment each term 

1x informal mini assessment each term 

(e.g. essay question) 

Informal Q & A 



Term 5 

Roman Religion 

 

• How were their buildings of 

worship (temples) designed? 

How did they differ from the 

Greeks? 

• Why are the Pantheon and 

Temple of Portuunus so 

important? 

• How did Roman sacrifice differ 

from the Greek?  

• What specifically happened 

during a Roman sacrifice? 

• What was the job description of 
a Roman priest? 

• Who were the Vestal Virgins? 

• What were the Lupercalia and 

Saturnalia? What happened 

during them? 

• Looking at a general Roman Temple plan, 

identifying the different areas and functions. 

Compare this to the Greek model. 

• Exploring the importance of the Pantheon 

and the Temple Portuunus in Rome.  

• Comparing a Roman sacrifice to Greek 

sacrifices; how are they similar/different?  

• Look at the different types of 

priest/priestess and explain their roles.  

• Examine the Lupercalia and Saturnalia 

festivals. Be able to explain what happened 

and its importance to Romans. 

• Revision for mocks 

 

 

1x formal assessment each term 

1x informal mini assessment each term 

(e.g. essay question) 

Informal Q & A 

1x mock exam 

Term 6 

Roman Religion  

 

• How did Augustus represent 

himself to the wider world? 

• How did the Romans view 

Hercules? In particular, what was 

the importance of his interaction 

with Cacus? 

• How did the Romans give their 

dead the proper burial rites? 

• What did the Romans believe 

happened after death? 

• What was the Underworld like 

from a Roman point of view? 

• What did Aeneas see in the 
Underworld? 

• Why did Orpheus go down to 

the Underworld? 

• Examine the Prima Porta of Augustus 

• Explore the story of Hercules and Cacus 

and its wider meaning to the Romans. 

• Explore the practices associated with death 

and burial in ancient Romans times and 

compare to the Greek practices. 

• Examine what the Romans believed about 

the Underworld – in particular the myths 

of Orpheus and Aeneas. 

• Research Rome, Pompeii. Herculaneum 

and Ostia as background information for 

next year 

1x formal assessment each term 

1x informal mini assessment each term 

(e.g. essay question) 

Informal Q & A 

 

 



Resources Recommended for Revision and where they are available: 

OCR Classical Civilisation GCSE Route 1: Myth and Religion textbook – 

Greenley, Menashe & Renshaw. A couple are available in the school library and 

in the Classics department. 

In Search of the Greeks – James Renshaw. A couple are available in the school 

library and in the Classics department. 

In Search of the Romans – James Renshaw. A couple are available in the school 

library and in the Classics department. 

 

Homework 

Homework will usually be set once a week.  

A minimum of 30minutes-1 hour would be expected for the students to spend 
on homework each week. 

Usual activities will include reading preparation in advance of next lesson, 

questions, essay planning, designing leaflets, creative writing, etc.  

 

Additional support and help for the course 

N/A 

 

Extra-Curricular: 

Year 10/11 Classics/Latin trip to Rome, Pompeii, Herculaneum and Ostia. 

Runs every two years (usually in February half term). 

Year 10 trip to the Roman Baths, Bath (summer term) 

Lectures (when on, and where applicable) 

 


