
St John’s Curriculum Overview – Year 10  
 

 Introduction 

Subject title Latin  

 

 

Students have had a year’s experience of studying Latin in year 9, which 

provided them with a taste of the Latin language and the Roman culture. 

They were able to opt to study Latin at GCSE.  

We follow the OCR Specification, which has 3 exams at the end of the 2 

year course. In year 10 we spend two thirds of the time practising and 

refining language knowledge and one third of the time studying the 

Literature and Culture module.  

Setting arrangements No setting 

Time allowance each fortnight 5/6 hours 

 

Topics, Skills and Assessment covered during the course 

 

Term 

Topic 

Subject Specific topic Questions Subject content 

 

Assessment details 

Term 1 

Language 

 

• What are the different noun 

cases and how do we translate 

nouns in their different forms? 

• What are the present tense 

endings? 

• What are the imperfect tense 

endings? 

• What are the perfect tense 

endings? 

• How do we translate verbs in the 

imperfect tense? 

• How do we translate verbs in the 

perfect tense? 

• How do we translate verbs in the 

present tense? 

• We will follow the John Taylor Course – Latin to 

GCSE. In this term we will complete the following 

grammar points: 

• Chapter 1: Present tense. 1st conjugation verbs. 

Nominative and accusative nouns. Nouns in the 

1st and 2nd declensions. 

• Chapter 2: Dative, Genitive and Ablative noun 

cases. 2nd, 3rd and 4th conjugation verbs. Infinitives. 

Principal parts. Expressions of time. 

• Chapter 3: Imperfect tense and imperfect form of 

sum. Possum. Adjectives. Imperatives and 

vocative case. Time adverbs. 

• Chapter 4: Perfect tense. 3rd declension nouns. 

Mixed conjugation verbs. Time expressions. 

Personal pronouns. 

• 1x formal language assessment 

consisting of a translation or 

comprehension exercise. 

• 1x other piece of work to be 

informally marked each term – can 

be sources work related to literature 

and culture module.  

• Regular vocab and grammar 

knowledge testing. 



Term 1 

Literature and 

Culture 

• Who were the Roman gods and 

what were their responsibilities? 

• How were the gods worshipped? 

• What were their temples like and 

who worked in them? 

• What was a Roman sacrifice like? 

What happened during it? What 

was the importance of a sacrifice? 

• Closely examine Roman source material to help 

us to understand the Romans from the evidence 

they have left behind.  

• Consider how sources are useful to us, but also 

discuss their limitations. 

• Explore the Roman gods. Discuss who they were, 

how they were depicted in art and what their 

roles and responsibilities were. 

• Examine a typical Roman temple layout, being 

able to identify what happened in the different 

areas. 

• Look at the different roles of priests and religious 
officials. 

• Learn about and re-enact a Roman sacrifice 

(without weapons or blood!) to help students 

remember the order of events. 

• 1x formal language assessment 

consisting of a translation or 

comprehension exercise. 

• 1x other piece of work to be 

informally marked each term – can 

be sources work related to literature 

and culture module.  

• Regular vocab and grammar 

knowledge testing. 

Term 2 

Language 

 

 

• What are the future tense 

endings? 

• What are the pluperfect tense 

endings? 

• How do adjectives behave in 

Latin? 

• How do we talk about time in 

Latin? 

• What is a comparative adjective?  

• What is a superlative adjective? 

• We will follow the John Taylor Course – Latin to 

GCSE. In this term we will complete the following 

grammar points: 

• Chapter 5: Future tense, including sum and 

possum. Personal pronouns. Adjectives. Third 

person pronouns. Possessives. 

• Chapter 6: Pluperfect Tense. Relative pronouns 

and relative clauses. Numerals and time 

expressions. eo, prefixes and compounds. time 

clauses. 

• Chapter 7: Time clauses, comparative adjectives. 

Superlative adjectives. 

• 1x formal language assessment 

consisting of a translation or 

comprehension exercise. 

• 1x other piece of work to be 

informally marked each term – can 

be sources work related to literature 

and culture module.  

• Regular vocab and grammar 

knowledge testing. 

Term 2 

Literature and 

Culture 

• What did the Romans believe 

happened after they died? 

• How did the Romans prepare for 

their death and afterlife? 

• Closely examine Roman source material to help 

us to understand the Romans from the evidence 

they have left behind.  

• Consider how sources are useful to us, but also 
discuss their limitations. 

• 1x formal language assessment 

consisting of a translation or 

comprehension exercise. 

• 1x other piece of work to be 
informally marked each term – can 

be sources work related to literature 

and culture module.  



• What was the Underworld like? 

What were the different areas of 

the Underworld? 

• What heroes went down to the 

Underworld and why? 

• Who was Aeneas? 

• Who were Romulus and Remus? 

• Explore the Roman beliefs in life after death, 

particularly their belief in the Underworld.  

• Examine what the underworld was like; who it 

was ruled by, what the different areas were like, 

what would happen once you arrived. 

• Investigate why Greek/Roman heroes went down 

to the underworld whilst alive. 

• Examine Aeneas and his journey down into the 

underworld. 

• Look at Aeneas as a founder of the Roman race 

and compare him to Romulus and Remus as 

founders. 

• Examine the foundation myth of Romulus and 

Remus. 

• Regular vocab and grammar 

knowledge testing. 

Term 3 

Language 

 

• How does the passive differ from 

active? 

• What are the imperfect passive 

tense endings? 

• What are the future passive 

tense endings? 

• What are participles – how do 

they look and behave?  

• What are the perfect passive 
tense endings? 

• What are the pluperfect passive 

tense endings? 

• What is an ablative absolute? 

• We will follow the John Taylor Course – Latin to 

GCSE. In this term we will complete the following 

grammar points: 

• Chapter 7: Present passive tense. Imperfect 

Passive. Future passive. Present Active Participles. 

Perfect Passive Participles.  

• Chapter 8: Perfect passive tense. Pluperfect 

passive tense. Conditional clauses. ipse and idem. 

Future Active Participles. Ablative Absolute. 

Irregular Verbs. 

• 1x formal language assessment 

consisting of a translation or 

comprehension exercise. 

• 1x other piece of work to be 

informally marked each term – can 

be sources work related to literature 

and culture module.  

• Regular vocab and grammar 

knowledge testing. 

•  

•  

Term 3 

Literature and 

Culture 

• What was Britain like before the 

Romans invaded? 

• How did the Romans help to 

improve life in Britain? 

• Was there opposition to the 

invasion? 

• Closely examine Roman source material to help 

us to understand the Romans from the evidence 

they have left behind.  

• Consider how sources are useful to us, but also 

discuss their limitations. 

• Examine the Roman invasion of Britain, and how 

it was viewed by the Britons.  

• 1x formal language assessment 

consisting of a translation or 

comprehension exercise. 

• 1x other piece of work to be 

informally marked each term – can 

be sources work related to literature 

and culture module.  



• What was it like in the Roman 

Army? What were they expected 

to do? 

• What was it like living in a 

Roman fort? 

• Explore rebellion – particularly Boudicca – 

through extended literature by Tacitus. 

• Look at how the Roman Army operated, what 

soldiers were expected to do and examine the 

different ranks of the army. 

• Be able to explain the layout  of a typical Roman 

fort. 

• Regular vocab and grammar 

knowledge testing. 

•  

Term 4 

Language 

 

• What is a negative command and 

how does it look in Latin? 

• What are deponent verbs? 

• How is an indirect statement 

structured and how do we 

translate them? 

• What are purpose clauses? 

• What are result clauses? 

• What is an indirect command? 

• We will follow the John Taylor Course – Latin to 

GCSE. In this term we will complete the following 

grammar points: 

• Chapter 8: negative commands. Passive infinitives. 

Deponent verbs. 

• Chapter 9: Indirect Statement. Perfect Passive 

infinitives. Future active infinitives. Prepositions. 

Less common pronouns. 

• Chapter 10: Imperfect subjunctive. Purpose 

Clauses. 4th and 5th declension nouns. Indirect 

Commands. Result Clauses. 

• 1x formal language assessment 

consisting of a translation or 

comprehension exercise. 

• 1x other piece of work to be 

informally marked each term – can 

be sources work related to literature 

and culture module.  

• Regular vocab and grammar 

knowledge testing. 

•  

Term 4 

Literature and 

Culture 

• What was the traditional format 

of a Roman villa? 

• What did more lavish villas look 

like/include? 

• What was the importance of 

Aquae Sulis? 

• What was the layout of the 

Roman Baths in Bath? 

• Who was Sulis Minerva? 

• What happened in the baths 

(other than bathing!). 

• Closely examine Roman source material to help 

us to understand the Romans from the evidence 

they have left behind.  

• Consider how sources are useful to us, but also 

discuss their limitations. 

• Look at traditional Roman villas, being able to 

identify the different areas of the houses and what 
the rooms were used for. 

• Compare more lavish Roman villas to the 

traditional layout, commenting on what we can 

learn about the owners from these changes. 

• Examine the layout of the Roman Baths at Bath, 

being able to explain what happened in each of 

the different areas. 

• Look at how Aquae Sulis became important to 

the Romans. 

• 1x formal language assessment 

consisting of a translation or 

comprehension exercise. 

• 1x other piece of work to be 

informally marked each term – can 

be sources work related to literature 

and culture module.  

• Regular vocab and grammar 

knowledge testing. 

•  



Term 5 

Language 

 

• What are cum clauses? 

• What are indirect questions? 

• How do we tackle translating 

complex sentences to make them 

sound better in English? 

• What are your strengths and 

weaknesses with translation 

skills? 

• We will follow the John Taylor Course – Latin to 

GCSE. In this term we will complete the following 

grammar points; 

• Chapter 10: Verbs of fearing. Pluperfect 

subjunctive and cum clauses. Connecting relatives. 

Indirect Questions. ad, dum and complex 

sentences. 

• Revising for mock exams. 

• 1x formal language assessment 

consisting of a translation or 

comprehension exercise. 

• 1x other piece of work to be 

informally marked each term – can 

be sources work related to literature 

and culture module.  

• Regular vocab and grammar 

knowledge testing. 

• 1x mock exam 

Term 5 

Literature and 

Culture 

• Which topics do you feel 

confident with? 

• Which topics are you least 

confident about? 

• What sources relate to the 

different topics? 

• Which sources are most useful? 

• This term will be spent practising exam 

technique, ready for their mocks later on in the 

term. 

• Revise each topic area we have studied, being 

able to explain about each one in detail as well as 

linking useful sources to each one. 

• 1x mock exam 

• 1x formal language assessment 

consisting of a translation or 

comprehension exercise. 

• 1x other piece of work to be 

informally marked each term – can 

be sources work related to literature 

and culture module.  

• Regular vocab and grammar 

knowledge testing. 

•  

Term 6 

Language 

 

 

• What are your strengths and 

weaknesses with translation 

skills? 

• We have now finished language content from 

Latin to GCSE book and will use this time to 

refine any areas of weakness.  

• We will do lots of practise papers/ translation 

passages to check knowledge and understanding 

of grammatical concepts. 

•  

• 1x formal language assessment 

consisting of a translation or 

comprehension exercise. 

• 1x other piece of work to be 

informally marked each term – can 

be sources work related to literature 

and culture module.  

• Regular vocab and grammar 

knowledge testing. 

•  



Term 6  

Literature  
• What was the Trojan War? 

• Why was Aeneas an exile? 

• What do we know about 

Aeneas? 

• What is the overarching story of 

the Aeneid? 

• Start to explore the story of the Aeneid (in 

translation to start with). Identifying who certain 

characters are, what the main themes are and 

what the overall story is about. 

• Start to translate the story from its original Latin, 

paying attention to literary techniques. 

• Regular testing of the literature to 

ensure students are learning the text 

as required. 

Resources Recommended for Revision and where they are available: 

OCR Essential GCSE Latin – John Taylor. A couple are available in the school 

library and in the Classics department, but it is recommended that students 

purchase their own (discounted rate available via the school library). 

Latin Dictionary. 

 

Homework 

• Homework will be set usually once or twice a week (depending on 

length of task).  

• A minimum of 30minutes-1 hour would be expected for the students to 

spend on homework each week. 

• Usual activities will include preparation of Latin passages, learning vocab 

or grammar.  

 

Additional support and help for the course 

 

Extra-Curricular: 

• Year 10/11 Classics/Latin trip to Rome, Pompeii, Herculaneum and 

Ostia. Runs every two years (usually in February half term). 

• Year 10 trip to the Roman Baths, Bath (summer term) 

• Lectures (when on, and where applicable)

 


