
St John’s Curriculum Overview – Year 10 
 

 Introduction 

Subject title German  

 

 

Year 10 begins the two year GCSE course and students will complete the 

first 5 modules which relate to the themes and subtopics of the AQA 

course. All four skill areas are taught, practised, developed & assessed; 

each is worth 25% of the final exam.  
• Listening – respond to spoken German in English & German. 

• Speaking – respond to a picture & role play card & be able to answer questions 

in German on some aspects of the topics taught 

• Reading – read & respond to texts in English & German. Translate into English. 

• Writing –translate into German & respond to written prompts in German. 

Setting arrangements Sets of mixed prior attainment dependent 

on option groups 

Time allowance each fortnight Five or six lessons 

One-two hours homework per week 

 

Topics, Skills and Assessment covered during the course 

 

Term 

 
Topics covered Skills Assessment 

Term 1 

 
• Life at school. 

• School subjects and uniform. 

• Your primary school. 

• School day and school rules. 

• Different types of German schools. 

• School exchanges and class trips. 

• Revision of verbs in the present tense 

• Give opinions 

• Ask and answer questions 

• Use the Future Tense 

• Understand a literary text. 

 

Weekly vocabulary tests 

Writing Assessment:  describe a 
photo, translate sentences into 
German and write 90 words about 
family and friends including in the past 
tense 

Term 2  • Leisure activities. 

• Reading habits, music, film, television and sport 

• Celebrations and festivals. 

• Use definite and indefinite articles 

• Use word order 

• Use plural nouns 

• Use multiple tenses 

Weekly vocabulary tests 

Speaking assessment: Students 

respond to a picture & a role play 

card 

Term 3 • Descriptions of people, friendships and 

relationships. 

• Different views on marriage. 

• Weekend activities. 

• Your younger self. 

• Use adjectival endings 

• Use modals in present and past 

• Use separable verbs in present and past 

• Use prepositions  

 

Weekly vocabulary tests 

Writing assessment:  Students 

describe a photo, translate sentences 

into German and write a 90 word task 

using 3 different tenses  

Term 4 • Your house and home and food and drink • Apply the correct register Weekly vocabulary tests 



• Meet and greet an exchange partner. 

• A typical day. 

• Traditional German meals. 

• How you stay fit and healthy. 

• Social Media and Technology. 

• Use irregular verbs 

• Use prepositions 

• Use “seit” and present tense 

• Use reflexive and separable verbs 

• Give opinions in the past 

 

Term 5 • Mock Exam Preparation. 

• Transport 

• book accommodation 

• travel & modes of transport.  

• Buy train tickets. 

• Use a range of prounouns 

• Use “wenn” and “dass” clauses 

• Use subordinate clauses with two verbs 

 

Weekly vocabulary tests 

 

GCSE listening & reading. 

Writing assessments on all the 

topics covered so far in the course 

Term 6 • Book & review accommodation and associated 

problems. 

• Ask for and understand directions to sights in 

Vienna.  

• Order at a restaurant. Shop for souvenirs.    

Describe problems. 

• Use comparatives and superlatives 

• Use demonstrative articles 

• Use imperatives 

• Use “zu” with dative 

• Use “wenn” clauses with subjunctive 

Weekly vocabulary tests 

 

Full GCSE speaking test-students 

respond to a photo card, a role play 

card & answer topic based questions 

Resources Recommended for Revision and where they are available: 

• AQA Stimmt GCSE Grammar and Translation Workbook (Pearson) is 

available to purchase in the school library and other outlets. (Answers available 

from class teacher). 

• Languages online – German Activelearn (AQA Stimmt Rot & Grün) online 

resources – students have a log in & password details 

• AQA Revision guides are available to purchase in the school library and other 

outlets. 

• BBC Bitesize – GCSE German  

• Classroom teachers will happily provide any other past paper questions or 

revision activities if requested. 

Homework 

• Students need to put time aside weekly to learn vocabulary thoroughly –

minimum 30 minutes. It is advisable to learn it in chunks across the week. 

• Additional learning tasks will take the form of specific listening, reading & 

grammar tasks (possibly from Pearson Activelearn), written tasks and 

preparation of speaking answers.  Students are expected to spend at least one 

hour per week on set tasks, and following up classwork in order to make 

consistent progress. 

 

Additional support and help for the course 

• Activelearn –Pearson online book – Stimmt AQA GCSE German Rot 

(Higher) and Grün (Foundation) 

• Teachers often run lunchtime support & revision sessions. Students will be 

informed of these & will be encouraged to attend to develop skills and 

confidence & purely for an extra opportunity to use the language outside 

normal lesson time.   

WordWiz 

• Vocabulary lists will be uploaded termly to ‘Show My Homework’ by class 

teachers.   

Extra-Curricular 

German visitors to school;  

Possible German exchange. 


