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Consultation for St John's Academy 
 
1.0 Background to community engagement : 
Community Engagement Consultant Jenny Gee has been retained to undertake the public consultation 

programme for local residents and stakeholders.  

 

The original planning permission for the new St John’s Marlborough (2009) included an all-weather pitch. 

At the time it was not able to be completed due to a funding shortfall. Money has now been secured from 

the housebuilders by the Council, through a legal agreement, to provide improved facilities for the 

additional places generated by this new housing.  Whilst the existing classrooms at the School can meet 

the additional demand arising, the sports facilities cannot meet either the current needs or those arising in 

the future. 

 

The School is preparing to submit a planning application to develop the following sports facilities: 

 
• Provision of a sports hall with changing rooms 

• Two outdoor all-weather games courts 

• Outdoor social and recreation space for students to use during the school day. 

• Landscaping and planting around the site.  

 

Working with the School Management and the appointed professional team, the community engagement 

brief was to share the sports facilities development proposals with local residents and key stakeholders. In 

particular JGC was to provide liaison between local residents and the professional team; collate feedback 

and share with the professional team to review the scheme appropriately. 

 

The School undertook liaison with key stakeholders. 

 

This report summarises the public consultation and activity that has taken place in relation to the 

proposed scheme within the confines of the COVID19 restrictions on gatherings.  
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2.0 - Key stakeholders and consultees  

 

The starting point of the engagement process included research to determine key stakeholders. These 

were defined as: 

• Local Residents and local businesses. A house-to-house delivery covering householders and 

businesses in the immediate locality – see 2.1 for details. 

• Local Councillors. This included all members of Marlborough Town Council were invited to a 

Teams presentation of the proposals in the evening of 10-11-2020. The presentation was led by 

Martin Cook and Ian Tucker of St John’s and attended by members of the Design Team in case of 

specific technical questions. 10 councillors accepted the invitation, but due to technical 

difficulties, only 4 were able to attend. In recognition of the difficulties some councillors had in 

joining the meeting, a copy of the full recorded presentation was sent to the Town Clerk on the 

11th and circulated for viewing to all elected members of the Town Council.  

• School parents. Details of the consultation were published in the weekly “Letter to Parents” from 

the principal, Mr Tucker. Being sent to over 1000 households, this significantly widened the public 

awareness of the proposals and of the consultation process. 

 

2.1 The geographical area 

 

Due to COVID19 it was not possible to hold a public engagement event to share the proposals. A web site 

was set up using the www.consultingyou.co.uk web service and widely shared with the local residents and 

businesses. 

 

A house-to-house delivery of circa 300 A5 leaflets was made on Tuesday 15th November to the areas 

listed below.  

 

Road Name Households 

Granham Hill 8 

Orchard Road 61 

Upper Church Fields 9 

Cherry Orchard 88 

New Redrow Housing Estate 60* 

Ducks Meadow 33 

Upper Isbury 8 

Isbury Road 32 

Church Fields 3 

http://www.consultingyou.co.uk/
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 *Approximate numbers as not yet 

recorded on Postcode website 

 

The materials delivered included an outline for the consultation, full details of the web address and 

deadlines for the consultation period. Materials are shown in the Appendices. The area map showing the 

streets included in the delivery is below:  

 

 

 
 
 
 
3.0 Website  - www.consultingyou.co.uk/st-johns-school 
 
The web site provided full information about the proposed plans. Pages were divided into clear area, each 

covering aspects of the scheme and including the latest available  drawings and plans both as Jpegs and 

downloadable PDFs.  

 

Page titles and content are shown in full in the appendices. In brief the areas covered were as follows :  

 

• The existing facilities 

• Proposed new facilities and build timing 

• Lighting and noise 
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• Visual impact study, landscaping and ecology 

• Use of facilities by local community teams 

• About St John’s Marlborough 

• The professional team 
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4.0 Website Visitor Statistics 
 
The table below show the web statistics down by subject matter and time spent on the web site.  In total 

468 unique visits to the site have been recorded by the site analytics.  

 

A total of 69 comments have been received. These are included in full within the appendices section of the 

report.   
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Mapped postcodes for feedback  
 
This map show the postcode locations of feedback received on the web site.  
 

 
 

 

5.0 Table of Community Feedback and Response 
 
The following table is a full analysis of the various comments received and the considered response of the 

School and its professional team.  

 

 

 
ST JOHN’S MARLBOROUGH - TABLE OF COMMUNITY FEEDBACK AND RESPONSES  

Feedback to website Comment and response from professional team 
1. With over 457 visitors to the web site and 69 

comments there has been a good level of 
engagement from the local community. This 
number excludes site testing.  

Overall, the School is highly regarded in the local area and 
there is clearly support for the proposed facilities. Many 
respondents cited the importance of sport within the 
curriculum and the availability of facilities for local clubs.  
Comments from immediate neighbours have been taken 
on board and responses are detailed below: 

2. There has been a very positive response to the 
use of the grounds by local sports, clubs, and 
the wider community. This is also seen as an 
income generator for the School  

The management team is aware of the shortage of local 
facilities and will continue to work with local clubs to 
ensure the widest possible access to the facilities, whilst 
also taking into consideration concerns from local 
residents.  

3. One respondent asked if this would extend to 
the wider population of Marlborough 

Community use would not be exclusive to Clubs.  

4. Sport England standards are mentioned as 
‘encouraging’ 

 

5. A request for ‘proper indoor lockers where kit 
can be securely stored, rather than carrying to 
and from school daily’ 

The current design did not include lockers as this would 
have increased the footprint of the building, reducing 
space for other aspects of the proposal.   
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6. Inclusion of a gym with running machines, 
weight training equipment to generate income – 
sited local gym charging £19.99 a month. 

The School has a gym for pupils’ use; however, insurance, 
security and management issues restrict this from being 
made public.  

7. A climbing wall and auto billet (belay?) were 
mentioned on more than one occasion 

The School already has these facilities on site in the 
current Sports Hall. 

8. A café for pupils as part of the outdoor facilities  The School has just opened (October) an outdoor canopied 
“pod” within the core of the existing school, serving food 
and drinks to students.  

9. One comment asks why the School is not 
considering an all-weather pitch for sports such 
as hockey football lacrosse and ultimate frisbee 
rather than indoor/outdoor netball and 
basketball 

The site available is too small for hockey or sports other 
than netball and basketball.  

10. Floodlighting for outdoor pitches to maximise 
use in winter months and evenings for 
community groups (as at Marlborough College) 
mentioned twice 

Floodlighting has been refused in two previous planning 
applications so it is unlikely this would be agreed in this 
application. The School is also aware that it could cause 
light disturbance for immediate neighbours and would also 
impact on the AONB dark- skies aspirations and the nearby 
protected bat habitats. The outdoor courts are for informal 
use, which includes compromises on certain court 
dimensions to share the court with two sports and include 
fixed goals and basketball hoops. 

11. Immediate residents relieved the outdoor 
courts will not be lit and only used during 
daylight hours. Would like to see some 
restrictions on hours of usage. In summer 
daylight can extend to 10.00pm, and usage to 
this time 7 days a week would be unfair in my 
opinion. Could hours be restricted to say 
8.00pm weekdays and 6.00pm weekends? 
 

The School is happy to consider limits on hours of outside 
facility use. 

12. Provision of on-site contractors parking during 
construction process 

A Construction Management Plan will be required as part 
of the formal process and will address this issue in detail. It 
is currently anticipated that the space for the courts would 
be used for contractor’s parking for the majority of the 
period. The School will discuss this issue with the lead 
Contractor and explore a construction phase plan for the 
application. 

13. A question regarding any additional access 
other than the main entrance 

There will be no change to the current lawful main 
entrance, which does not run through the residential area. 
This will be the only access. 

14. Plans do not go far enough - proposals need 
Astro turf – mentioned on three occasions 

The site available is too small for hockey or sports other 
than netball, basketball, and five-a-side football. The 
school is looking at the potential to install a full size 3G 
pitch on another part of the site at a future time.  

15. Describing building as single storey seen as 
disingenuous. Suggest grey a better colour to 
blend in as new building has no windows. 

Much consideration has been given to the building’s colour 
and it may be the colour shown on the web site is affected 
by different screen settings. There is a need to reflect 
colours of the existing buildings and  Anthracite grey is the 
colour closest to the existing buildings. The use of “single 
storey” was not meant to be misleading and it is noted 
that the sports hall is not single storey in the domestic 
sense. However, it only has one floor with an overall 
height of 10.6m. 
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16. Cherry Orchard and Orchard Road residents are 
concerned about parking by 6th formers and 
teachers. This point is raised by 4 respondents.  

Any new students are from the new housing estates, 
including the Marlborough Grange site, located to the 
south of the school, so there should be no increase in 
traffic movements resulting from this development. 
 
 

17. Lack of rear access to houses in Cherry Orchard 
means they can only use street parking. Access 
for emergency vehicles is mentioned 
specifically.  

St John’s actively discourages students driving to school, as 
stated in their 2015 Travel Plan. Currently 87% of pupils 
arrive and leave the School by private/public bus or by 
walking, cycling or taxi.  
 
The school are reviewing the amount of student parking 
on site to try and alleviate this concern. It must be 
recognised that this is a very rural catchment with over 
50% of the student population not living in Marlborough. 
Ownership and use of cars as opposed to the school 
transport that is provided, is something the School does 
not have control over.  

 

18. Noise from the proposed asphalt pitch  The primary source of noise within the impact assessment 
is voice, however sound-dampening fencing will be used to 
reduce noise from ball-impact. This comprises a higher-
grade fence (thicker wires and more of them) and 
neoprene sandwiched between the fence posts and panels 
to prevent ‘rattle’ from ball impacts. The Acoustic Report 
demonstrates that the proposal is compliant with WHO 
requirements and British Standards. Further detail is 
included within the report by Archo Consulting and will be 
submitted with the planning application. 

19. Use of tennis court area to the front of our 
property is (inappropriately) used for football all 
day, and the constant thudding of the ball on 
the hard surface and back boards is a major 
problem - especially as I'm now permanently 
working from home.  

It is intended that the new courts will be used for break 
time activity as well as organised PE lessons, so the timing 
of “inappropriate” thudding could be moved.  

20. Noise survey - no measurements taken from 
that tennis court area  

Measurements were taken from the proposed site to 
assess the impact of the new location of the courts.  

21. Repeated complaints to the school about the 
misuse of the tennis courts have been ignored. 

As far as the School is concerned there is no misuse of the 
courts by children during School time. 

22. Concerned that the 'bund' could become an 
elevated viewing platform for the pitches which 
would lead to overlooking, or an overspill from 
the picnic area. The bund was intended for our 
privacy but could easily become the opposite. A 
physical barrier on the school side would be 
welcome. The plan includes large tree planting 
in this area which might help - though in the 
past such planting has always been scheduled 
last - and then 'dropped' when funds ran low. I 
would like to see this happen earlier in the 
development, possibly with a fence. 

The detailed planting on the bund and elsewhere around 
the proposed site will be controlled by a planning 
condition ensuring it is in place before the development 
comes into use. The School has also stated that they 
“absolutely do not want youngsters up on the bund at any 
time” and will be able to control and enforce this. 

 
 

 

6.0 Summary of Community Engagement 
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Residents’ engagement was undertaken online providing a clear two-week period from publicising the live 

site for feedback to be provided. A total of 468 people visited the  website using this time. Feedback was 

completed through the web site feedback forms, with one respondent copying the same information by 

email. No written communications has been received during this period. On the whole feedback has been 

very positive. Any residents’ concerns have been taken seriously and the School has confirmed a 

willingness to explore solutions that will mitigate noise and parking, the two main concerns. Any questions 

asked through the web site feedback process have been answered and the table of feedback and response 

has been added to the web site and emailed to all respondents.  

 

A synopsis of the main concerns, i.e., raised by more than one respondent, to which the team will 

implement change included: 

 

• Limit on hours of use for the outdoor pitches: The School has confirmed they will consider limits 

on hours of use of the outdoor pitches as requested by local residents. Hours to be confirmed.  

• Noise: The School has confirmed  a review of tennis court use times along with provision of 

sound-dampening fencing and a full Acoustic Report that demonstrates WHO compliance on 

noise. 

• Parking and contractors’ traffic during the build: The school has confirmed a Construction 

Management Plan will be provided. A further review of student parking is being undertaken.    

• Floodlighting: There will be no flood lighting to external pitches 

• Wider community use of the facilities: It has been confirmed this would not be exclusive to clubs 
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7.0 Appendices 
 
7.1 Leaflets delivered door to door within the geographical area: 
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7.2 Web Site 
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7.3 Feedback comments from website i assume this is ok from a confidentiality 
perspective as full postcode given ? 
About St Johns, Malborough 
 
Whilst you have used the building of the Redrow estate as a reason to need bigger sports facilities at St Johns, please 
can you also consider the need for an accessible footpath from the estate to the school. The current footpath is unlit, 
muddy and uneven underfoot. It is a hazard for the children who walk to school, particularly the younger year groups.  
 
Further information of how you will also make new facilities accessible to members of community groups eg girl guides 
or scout would also be beneficial.  
- Comment 1 (SN8 4YR) 
 
General 
 
I am not against the new sports facilities within the schools campus, my only worry is the concern is traffic,,students 
and teachers already park in cherry orchard and orchard road ,,some days , if emergency vehicles need to access these 
roads they would have difficulty doing so ,it would be ok if the parking at the school was used and no parking in cherry 
orchard, orchard road was adhered to , please let me know your views..mr p .Martin  
- Comment 3 (SN84AR) 
 
I fully support these proposals.  The school community would hugely benefit from the new sports facilities, as well as 
the outdoor space for socialising.  Sport, exercise and time spent outdoors are all of importance to the future health 
and well-being of children and young people. 
 
Consideration regarding light and nose pollution and the effects on neighbours, as well as the environment, has been 
considered, and I do not feel there will be any adverse effects from the proposed developments. 
- Comment 4 (SN8 4EE) 
 
I think this will be a fantastic and much needed addition to the school. 
- Comment 5 (SN10 2GR) 
 
My family and I are fully supportive of the new sports facilities proposed at St. John’s school Marlborough.  
- Comment 6 (SN83PQ) 
 
The proposed development at St John's will provide fantastic new facilities for the students, including space for sports 
and social times and much needed toilets. It also provides the opportunity for leasing to local clubs to generate 
income for the school. I fully support the development plan. 
- Comment 7 (SN8 1PA) 
 
The school has managed with insufficient sports facilities for over 10 years; the proposed development will enhance 
the quality of the sports curriculum and give greater potential for our children to take part in sport at the end of the 
school day. 
The existing waste ground is an eyesore and the development will only have a positive impact on the environment and 
the community. 
There is no potential for a negative impact because of this development: any potential impact outside the school day 
would be limited to light summer evenings and weekends in an area which is well shielded from neighbouring housing 
by existing trees and banks. 
- Comment 8 (SN8 1DA) 
 
This is an excellent proposal and one which I fully support.  St. Johns is an excellent school which has been hampered 
by a lack of all weather and indoor sports facilities.   
 
The proposal appears to be in keeping to its surroundings and will certainly enhance the current views out of the front 
of the school across the downs beside it. 
 
I am encouraged that the facilities will be built to Sport England standards and be available to local community sports 
clubs, they will be an excellent addition to what is currently available locally. 
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- Comment 9 (SN8 3NU) 
 
This development would be a great addition to the school and would also benefit the wider community. The area 
being developed has been a bit of an eyesore since the new school opened 11 years ago, and as funding is now 
available, it is an amazing opportunity to finally finish off this area, improve the outside space, and create new facilities 
that will benefit all the students. The new spaces will hopefully also mean that more community groups can use St 
John's during evenings and weekends. So there really aren't any disadvantages to this proposal! 
- Comment 10 (SN8 4BT) 
 
This is excellent news and will be of great benefit to the wellbeing of the pupils at St John's and the wider local 
community.  
- Comment 11 (SN8 4EQ) 
 
Thank you for this long awaited piece in the St John's school offer which has been in limbo since the school was built.  
We really like the plans and the scope presented.  The school was designed for 1200 pupils and is clearly heavily over-
subscribed.  There seems to be no new plans or investment to add to what Marlborough and surrounds have to 
support the new population of the house building projects which is impossible to rationalise.   There is no plans to 
build a new secondary school in the catchment and surrounds so clearly St. John's needs to be expanded in 
classrooms, as well as finally finishing the outside space so that is state of the art.  There is certainly a lack of useable 
and developed space for students generally to socialise in comfort and warmth, play and move about during breaks 
and develop their fitness and health through easy access whatever the weather.  The only thing we can see missing is 
some proper indoor locker areas so that their belongings are respected and they can leave coats and kit, are 
encouraged to have and use them, as carrying heavy sports and equipment bags every day to and from school is far 
from practical or ideal.  Good luck with this plan.  Thank you for the landscape and planting and a making sure it is of a 
very generous height so that the hall can have all sports in it including fencing.   
 
- Comment 12 (SN9 5LY) 
 
Please provide a gym with running machines, weight training equipment etc. The School could generate an income. 
Trinity in Newbury offer a gym to anyone for £19.99 a month.   
- Comment 13 (SN8 1RR) 
 
My family has recently moved to the area and love the beauty of the area. The plans appear to have taken every 
opportunity to be sympathetic to the setting. 
Additional facilities will be welcomed and offer greater opportunities for the students to excel. My daughter has 
already commented that at John’s she feels they care about her learning and show her where she can do better. This 
has motivated my daughter far more than I could. 
These new facilities demonstrate a commitment by St. John’s to be always enhancing the offer available to our 
children’s learning. 
- Comment 14 (SN81UW) 
 
This would be a brilliant enhancement to the school's currently limited sports facilities and will benefit both students 
at the school and the wider community. The plans look sensitively and carefully drawn up, and I wholeheartedly 
support the plans.  
- Comment 15 (SN8 4DE) 
 
The new facilities are very welcome for the school and community use.  I support the application 
- Comment 16 (SN8 1BJ) 
 
The addition of the planned sporting facilities for St John’s School is long over due. It will enhance the school’s 
reputation within the community, providing its children with first class facilities supporting the existing infrastructure. 
These facilities will enhance the facilities available to the wider local community and will have almost zero impact on 
the local area due to their planned location. I look forward to my sons being able to use these facilities and to the rest 
of the family benefitting from the associated benefits. 
- Comment 17 (SN9 6HU) 
 
As a parent of a year 7 student I am excited, as is she, about the new plans. 
 
St John's offers a fantastic curriculum and opportunity so far and have coped exceptionally well during this pandemic. 
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Having a brand new facility like this is the very least students deserve and we are pleased this could be happening 
during my daughter's time at school. 
 
The school will look more inviting at the entrance and finally there will be a use for this vast piece of land. Giving the 
students extra space around the school grounds will be beneficial also. 
 
We can't wait for this plan to come to life.. Well done St John's!  
- Comment 18 (SN8 3FP) 
 
As a parent at the school, I am thrilled to see that there is planned investment in future proofing the school for 
growth. The proposed sports facilities will have a real 
Impact on current and future students and really enable Sports and physical activities to have the important status 
they deserve for our young people. The plans looks sympathetic and within keeping of the surroundings and have 
been planned with obvious skill. I can’t wait to see the buildings begin to take shape. 
- Comment 19 (RG17 7LY) 
 
I have considered the plans and think that they look fantastic. This would be a very great addition to the school which 
should have such facilities bearing in mind the number of pupils and the important role which it plays in the 
Marlborough community.  
- Comment 20 (SN9 5LY) 
 
As a parent with children at St Johns I fully support the proposal, which appears to make excellent use of the space 
available to expand existing facilities.  I don't see any issues with visual impact given the development is in a valley 
with limited visibility from the town.  
 
It is a shame that the outdoor pitches will not be floodlit - is there any way of reviewing/ challenging this as it would 
allow usage to be maximised, especially in the winter months, and in evenings by community groups etc?  
 
I note that the all weather pitches at Marlborough College are floodlit, not sure if this has ever created issues or 
provides a precedent?  I realise planning permission for these were probably given many years ago and the location is 
different.  
- Comment 21 (SN8 1DD) 
 
Is this going to mean even more traffic and parking on Cherry Orchard and Orchard Road?  Some days there are so 
many sixth formers and teachers parking that delivery people have to stop in the middle of the road. Other than that l 
cannot see any problems.  
Yours Sincerely, 
Lindsay Parkes 
- Comment 22 (SN8 4AR) 
 
We give full support to this proposal. Most reassuring that proper consideration appears to being given to wider 
aspects & parties. Having children at the school, we know first-hand how these facilities will be an enormous 
advantage to fitness, welfare, enjoyment & social interaction/inclusion. We've benefited personally in the past from 
the generosity of Marlborough College to share their all-weather pitches for certain after school clubs. However, the 
children will greatly prosper from having accessible (indoor & outdoor) facilities on site, both during school & we 
assume after. Wonderful to hear likewise they will be opened up to community groups, which is how it should be etc. 
Thank you. 
- Comment 23 (SN8 2QX) 
 
I fully support the planning proposal as a parent and Marlborough resident. The  need for quality physical activity 
facilities has never been greater. The more we can do to improve access to physical activity for pupils and potentially 
the wider community will have a positive impact on improving physical and mental health.  
Research shows that young people increase physical activity when it is an enjoyable experience. Having quality 
facilities including changing areas will contribute to enjoyment.  
- Comment 24 (SN8 2FF) 
 
I live at Orchard road Marlborough and have done for 30 plus years and would like to raise a few points regarding this 
proposal. Firstly I am pleased no lighting i.e Led floodlighting is to be added as this would not only be wrong when in 
such close proximity to houses but also highly detrimental to bats/owls etc. My next point is that there should be no 
access from this sports facility to the footpath that borders the tunnel-we experience litter in this area all year round 
and I have contacted the school about this ad infinitum. Then there is the added traffic when an event is on-DO NOT 
USE ORCHARD RD AND CHERRY ORCHARD AS EXTRA PARKING-WE HAVE ALL HAD ENOUGH OF THIS!! My final points 
are that sensitivity and wholescale ecology be implemented when screening this development and during 
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development and before development. There will be many animals living here of that I can assure you. Plant trees and 
trees and trees and hedges and hedges and hedges to encourage wildlife. And lastly but most importantly please 
consult the tenant farmer whose land borders this proposal-he needs to be approached at the very least. 
- Comment 25 (SN84AU) 
 
St John's is a brilliant school but the sports facilities are very limited.  Marlborough also needs improved facilities, 
especially as we recover from the pandemic - sport will be so important in helping people be active, and part of the 
community. 
- Comment 26 (SN8 3DB) 
 
I think that St John's need to consider upgrading their music facilities before they spend money on sports.   The 
facilities of the music department are inadequate.   The visiting staff who teach musical instruments have to teach in a 
limited number of tiny rooms.   The rooms are so small that they are not safe under current Covid restrictions.   As a 
result NO instrumental music lessons have taken place since March 2020 and they are unlikely to resume any time 
soon.  This has had a devastating impact on students and instrumental teachers who have lost their income.   An 
urgent upgrade of the music teaching rooms is required. 
- Comment 27 (SN8 1QY) 
 
Lighting and Noise 
 
I'm concerned that the proposed surface for the all weather pitches is asphalt - a relatively hard surface. A tennis court 
area to the front of our property is (inappropriately) used for football all day, and the constant thudding of the ball on 
the hard surface and back boards is a major problem - especially as I'm now permanently working from home. I fear a 
hard asphalt surface will replicate this on an even larger scale to the side of us, and a softer surface seems much more 
appropriate.  
Note that the noise survey took no meaurements from those tennis courts areas despite it being highly relevant. Also 
repeated complaints to the school about the misuse of the tennis courts have been ignored. 
 
The comment "The outdoor courts will not be lit and therefore only used during daylight hours" is a major relief. I 
hope this is stipulated clearly and adhered too. Even so I would like to to see some restrictions on hours of usage. In 
summer daylight can extend to 10.00pm, and usage to this time 7 days a week would be unfair in my opinion. Could 
hours be restricted to say 8.00pm weekdays and 6.00pm weekends ? 
 
I'm also concerned that the 'bund' could become an elevated viewing platform for the pitches (and hence our 
property) - or an overspill from the picnic area. The bund was intened for our privacy but could easily become the 
opposite. A physical barrier on the school side would be welcome. The plan includes large tree planting in this area 
which might help - though in the past such planting has always been scheduled last - and then 'dropped' when funds 
ran low. I would like to see this happen earlier in the development, possibly with a fence. 
- Comment 28 (SN8 4AT) 
 
Parking and Transport 
 
Your comment on parking is very delicate and totally incorrect. Parking in Orchard Road and Cherry Orchard is now 
intolerable, may i bring your attention to the issue of double parking in Orchard Road it is quite often your students 
park their cars so that a third car can just squeeze through the gap that is left but if a emergency vehicle needed to 
pass through it would be obstructed from reaching a site beyond the middle of Orchard Road in the case of a fire or 
accident and the emergency services could not get through the thought of the outcome is horrendous. Fire engine's 
would use Cherry Orchard and Orchard Road because it is the shortest route from the local fire station. To say that the 
current situation would not change is again misleading as the students learn to drive and pass their tests so the 
volume of student cars increases and it is safe to assume that the sports facility's will be used by other groups in the 
evenings and weekends so the hours of congested parking will increase. 
The residents of the area are not against the school in fact i am proud to have a school like St Johns in our town but i 
really think it is time the school respected the fact that the residents were here first and there has been little 
consideration for their needs if any at all because after all the consultation throughout the whole project nothing has 
been done to ease the situation for the residents and why because all the authority's only know how to produce 
problems they have absolutely no idea how to cure the problems they create the whole attitude to things like this is it 
does not affect me it's not in my back garden. 
One more point i would like to make is that some of the houses in Cherry Orchard have no rear access so have no 
alternative but to park on the road (when they can find a space) 
I hope these comments are read because at least i will have the satisfaction of knowing that someone has wasted their 
time reading them as i have writing them.  
- Comment 29 (SN8 4AR) 
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Planning 
 
Fantastic news regarding the proposed new facilities  
- Comment 30 (SN8 1PS) 
 
Good afternoon 
 
I am the parent of a current pupil at St John's Marlborough, and also of a previous pupil.    
 
I am also a resident within the town of Marlborough, 
 
I would fully support the schools proposal of a sports hall and all weather pitches.  The area is within the current 
school in an area put aside for this purpose, and would enhance the school facilities in sport.  
 
I would like to see more facilities for sport and more space for pupils to use in gaining interest as part of health and 
well being, and more general outside space. 
 
I am pleased to see the facilities would be available for the wider community to use. 
 
 
- Comment 31 (SN8 1HQ) 
 
I am a resident of Orchard Road. I wish to express my overwhelming Concerns regarding the proposed planning of 
further facilities within St John's Marlborough. Currently there is a constant battle between residents and the staff and 
students parking in the small residential area, blocking the only emergency access to our homes. Our bins have not 
been collected on several occasions due to this also. We pay our council tax just like everyone else and shouldn't have 
issues like this. My biggest concern is the parking of cars that will be using the facilities, not only but students but the 
outer community. Where will these people be parking? Is there planning to increase parking within the school 
grounds? 
 
Having Flood lights so close to our homes and the noise that will come with these new facilities will no doubt disrupt 
residents. 
 
On moving. Into this property I was assured there would be no issues with students parking this side as the entrance 
was for emergencies only. This is not the case and further building of this area will only bring more traffic, ie 
construction, on top of the parking. 
 
Therefore I wish to disagree to the proposed building work. Thank you  
- Comment 32 (SN84AU) 
 
Proposed New Facilities and Build Timing 
 
Thank you for your consultation.  
 
1. Will access be using existing main entrance? Will there be any additional access created? 
 
2. During building works, will contractors be allowed to park on St John's site? During the construction of properties at 
the bottom of Granham Hill, contractors parked in Ducks Meadow, causing many access problems. 
 
Good to see that St John's will be getting these extra facilities. 
 
Thank you. 
- Comment 33 (SN8 4DE) 
 
You should look at building a car park to facilitate all of your students cars instead of a new sports facility that will 
again disrupt local residents access in and out of cherry orchard and orchard road. Perhaps you should ensure all 
students park on site and not to park along orchard road on a daily basis because there is a pandemic, they have zero 
respect and residents cars are damaged through no fault of their own because the students cannot park or drive how 
they should. Maybe a car park would be a better investment and then local residents would be happy for proposals 
such as this but when we are met with comments such as "it's not the school's responsibility" then why should we as 
local residents be happy with further noise and disruption?  
 
I'm not happy for the proposal to go ahead until the parking issue is sorted out. They are close to our homes whilst 
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there is a pandemic, they should be parking on site and staying on site until home time. It's not fair for local residents 
to suffer just because we have the unfortunate instance of living next to St Johns!!  
- Comment 34 (SN8 4AU) 
 
A much needed improvement to the Academy. No objection.. 
- Comment 35 (SN8 4WL) 
 
With regards to the sports and social space - I was very pleased to read your proposal for the sports and social 
facilities. Such infrastructure is vitally needed for a school of this size and it will greatly enhance the pupils’ experience.  
 
Can there be provision for a climbing wall and auto billet within the sports complex? 
 
- Comment 36 (SN8 1TN) 
 
I fully support the proposals and feel it will offer vital outdoor space and health and well-being facilities which are 
needed for such a large and growing school population 
 
Offering facilities to the community is a fantastic way to share the benefits, support the trust with income and 
encourage children to get involved in extra curricular activities in a an environment which is familiar and well suited to 
their needs  
 
The sooner the better! Now more than ever we need facilities like this to keep well mentally and physically.  
 
 
- Comment 37 (SN8) 
 
I support the proposal. The school is in desperate need of these additional facilities  
- Comment 38 (SN82LR) 
 
It all sounds great to expand the sports facilities, and hopefully the wider population of Marlborough will also be able 
to access it.  
 
- Comment 39 (SN6 7NB) 
 
As a parent of a child at the school, I fully support the planning application. The impact of the exam season means 
significant juggling of classes around the current facilities and so children are limited in the exercise opportunities and 
choice is therefore restricted. 
Additionally, the idea of a new area for social purposes is excellent and well needed as numbers of students attending 
the school, will obviously increase with new developments. Additionally, given the impact of COVID-19, this has shown 
that space is of primary importance in the safety and well-being of our children. The new plans can only help with this. 
- Comment 40 (SN8 2LQ) 
 
What an exciting development for the sport facilities at St Johns.  The Sport side of things was a huge part of making 
the decision that St Johns was the right school for my sporty son. 
 
It was always an issue when it's exam time with having indoor facilities so these plans should resolve that. 
 
Also, to be able to offer this out to local groups would be amazing.  I know Marlborough Youth Football Team are 
crying out for these types of facilities. 
 
Exciting times for St Johns. 
- Comment 41 (SN8 3FS) 
 
I am very excited to hear about the potential future planning at St Johns. It would be particularly wonderful for the 
children to have a covered outdoor space to sit and enjoy the fresh air, perhaps with a cafe attached.  This is especially 
important with the current pandemic.  A good climbing wall that could be used by students and the community would 
also be good. I hope that the planning proceed smoothly. 
- Comment 42 (SN8 1TN) 
 
St John's has waited a long time to be able to develop the land in front of the school and it is very welcome news that 
this great school, which the community of Marlborough is so lucky to have, is finally going to be able to improve its 
sports facilities and communal spaces. And not only for the benefit of the students there, but for the wider 
community. I wholeheartedly support these plans and would urge everyone to do so! 
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- Comment 43 (SN8 3RR) 
 
This is a wonderful proposal, something that we have been waiting for, in the St John's community, for a long time. The 
sports facilities at St John's are ok but not sufficient for such a large school and, especially during the summer term 
when there are exams, there is nowhere for the students to play sport inside (basketball, etc and when it's raining). 
 
The All Weather Pitch will be a very welcome addition to the school facilities. And the additional space for students to 
socialise and play sport will improve the school life of all students in immeasurable ways. 
 
Especially in this pandemic era, we should be encouraging young people in particular to exercise and play sport as 
much as possible, to be fit, to boost their immune systems and to get fresh air, not to mention the well-being benefits 
of exercise. These proposals go a very long way to ensure that the student population of St John's has, for years to 
come, all the opportunities they deserve to fulfil these essential aspects of an active and healthy life. 
- Comment 44 (SN8 3NU) 
 
St John's is a fantastic school with enviable facilities. However, as the population of Marlborough and the catchment 
area continues to grow, so too must the school.   
 
Indoor sports are currently restricted to one multi-sport hall and gym. I'm excited for my son for the proposed new 
facilities. They will open up the students to greater sporting participation (even more important after 6 months of lock-
down) and personal achievements, and will allow the students to engage with a greater number of their peers in inter-
school competition, which in turn will cut down on the need to transport them off site.   
 
The facilities will also provide a much-welcomed revenue stream by being hired out to local groups - Marlborough is in 
desperate need of more recreational facilities as the town grows (the leisure centre is small and outdated, the College 
restricted, and private gym too far from the town centre for some).  
 
I look forward to seeing the new facilities in place as soon as possible!  
- Comment 45 (SN8 2BD) 
 
Fully support this development considering the incremental pupil numbers enabled by previous planing applications 
for home building in the local catchment area.  It's of paramount importance that access to physical education is 
maintained and I consider this to be an excellent development that ensures access to physical education for 
generations of school children. 
- Comment 46 (SN8 1RY) 
 
Hi 
I couldn’t be happier to find out that there might finally be some funding to improve the sports facilities at St John’s 
and make use of the dead ground in front of the 6th form block. 
My only concern is that the proposed plans do not go far enough. Astro turfs may be expensive but it is key to sports 
professionals that potential sports professionals have experience and can practice on these. They are in place in other 
local secondary schools and it would be great if St John’s could offer this too. Plenty of sporty teenagers I am sure 
would agree. 
 
Otherwise, I would say a big congrats to all those who have been involved trying to secure funding. In these Covid 
times designated space to exercise for our youngsters is essential.  
Thanks 
- Comment 47 (SN84AE) 
 
These look like fantastic plans for very much needed facilities. This is great news for the children at the school. 
- Comment 48 (SN8 1DA) 
 
This is a fantastic addition for St. John's School and ultimately the entire community.  
 
The leadership of St John's did a miraculous job to make the building of the new school a reality, but without 
additional government funding it has always been left with insufficient sports facilities for a school of this size. This 
plan will start to address this imbalance, and is critical for the overall health and well-being of our youngsters. 
 
Planning applications like this MUST be supported in this town. We are very behind other local towns such as Wootton 
Bassett in out provision of facilities for sport. Ultimately, having more students engaged in exercise and activity 
benefits everyone...not just the youngsters themselves. 
- Comment 49 (SN82AP) 
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As a mother of pupils at St John’s I fully support and welcome such a wonderful new facility for the children. What an 
amazingly brilliant opportunity for existing and future generations.  
- Comment 50 (SN9 5EL) 
 
I think its a marvelous opportunity for the school and am thankful that the budget has now been found to complete 
the plans for the additional sports facilities at St Johns.  The current facilities are great but lacking in capacity so this 
can only improve the educational opportunities and experiences for the children at the school. 
 
- Comment 51 (SN8 2BD) 
 
As parents of 3 children at St John's school, we really do welcome the plan to build additional sporting facilities. St 
John's is a fabulous school and we are delighted to see that there are plans to improve sports provision. The current 
hall is great but the addition of an extra sports hall and all-weather sports pitch would be wonderful as it would allow 
football (& other sports) classes & clubs to run all year around. the current grass area where rugby is played does get 
muddy in winters so this would be an amazing improvement. 
St John's academic results are a credit to the school and it would be great to see more focus given to sports. 
We truly hope that these plans can come to fruition to further enhance the school experience for all students at St 
John's. 
- Comment 52 (SN8 1SU) 
 
Hello 
 
I was hugely excited to hear about the new facilities finally being built at the school. I have been running a local 
football group for many years and have been solely reliant on Marlborough College for their astro facilities during the 
winter months. Because of the recent covid situation, this has become even more apparent since the college has 
suspended hiring the facilities to external users.  
 
So I was hugely disappointed to read that there won't be any flood lights being installed on the site. I'm assuming that 
this is simply down to cost? Have you received any quotes? Are there any plans to install them at a later stage? It is 
surely more cost effective to install them whilst everything is being built? 
 
I'd be interested to hear how much would need to be raised to fund the additional costs in case a way can be found.  
 
Many thanks  
- Comment 53 (SN8 4AD) 
 
St John’s Marlborough really needs the proposed additional sporting facilities. For far too long the school has had very 
limited resources, and throughout the schooling of both my children they have only managed to excel in sport by using 
facilities outside of St John’s.  
 
All students deserve the opportunity to use the proposed new facilities; they are so badly needed and should benefit 
current and  generations of children to come.  
 
I fully support the additional facilities and hope they enable students to develop a life long positive relationship with 
sport and physical exercise.  
- Comment 54 (SN8 2BW) 
 
I am very pleased by the proposals to expand the sports facilities. They will help tremendously to maintain access to 
recreational space during poor weather and exam times. The new areas will also accommodate the large number of 
students and provide for a growing roll. 
- Comment 55 (SN9 5AR) 
 
As the parent of a year 7 student who is very sporty I am excited to see the potential In the new facilities. While I 
appreciate my son may not fully benefit due to timings I feel this can only be for the better for Marlborough and our 
growing community, keeping children safe and fit and perhaps away from less desirable spaces.  
- Comment 56 (SN81BH) 
 
Excellent addition to the existing facilities for the school and the community  
- Comment 57 (SN8 4BY) 
 
I think it is a real shame that all weather pitches which can be used for hockey, football, lacrosse, ultimate frisbee and 
other sports is not being considered. This was originally what was proposed in this area when the school was built but 
due to funding it got scrapped.  
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Currently to play hockey you have to use Marlborough College pitches, therefore it could be an amazing development 
for St John’s Students, Marlborough Hockey club and many more.  
Why do there need to be indoor and outdoor netball and basketball courts when you can expand the sports provision 
for the school? This will increase the variety of sport for children as well as improve hockey in the school which is 
below standard when played on grass.  
- Comment 58 (SN8 1TN) 
 
As a parent with 2 daughters at St. John's, I believe the planning proposal is essential to the school's needs now and in 
the future. PE provision and facilities are chronically under-serviced as it is. Students are currently permitted to use a 
tiny outdoor space, meaning hundreds at a time are kettled in the foyer/dining area indoors; which is bonkers 
considering the overall size of the site the academy occupies. This under capacity has become ever more necessary 
during the pandemic. 
 
- Comment 59 (SN8 4EQ) 
 
I have a daughter at St Johns and both she, and the community more widely, will benefit significantly from the 
proposed improvements to the sporting facilities available at the school, should any application for planning 
permission be granted. 
 
Any facilities which encourage young people to engage in physical activity should be encouraged and I am firmly of the 
view that the application to allow for these works to take place should be granted.  
- Comment 60 (RG170JE) 
 
I very much support the proposed new sports facilities at St Johns 
- Comment 61 (SN8 3JB) 
 
The plans for the new sports facilities sound great and exactly what are needed. I hope they proceed easily and 
efficiently.  
- Comment 62 (SN81BJ) 
 
I strongly support the proposals for the new sports facilities at St Johns.  There is a clear need for additional sporting 
facilities already and this will be especially evident with additional pupils from the new housing in the area.  The 
sporting facilities and crucial for a school of this caliber as the current facilities available are limited and insufficient. 
We are lucky to have the space in which to develop.   
Thank you 
Helen 
- Comment 63 (SN8 2DA) 
 
I think the proposed new sports facilities will be an absolutely fantastic addition to the Academy and provide future 
students with superb opportunities to progress their sporting capabilities and enhance their health and vitality. As a 
parent of two children who have both benefited greatly from their time at St Johns I am fully supportive of the scheme 
- Comment 64 (SN83RR) 
 
The Existing Facilities 
 
Hoping that there will be an all-weather football pitch. So glad that the sports facilities are going to be upgraded as the 
school does need more changing rooms and more playing courts for the students. 
- Comment 65 (SN8 2BA) 
 
Use of Facilities by local Community Teams 
 
It would be more useful to the wider community if at least one of the courts was an astroturf football pitch. So the 
likes of Marlborough Youth Football club could use it. The club currently doesn't have a home and is always trying to 
find places to play.  A lot of its players attend the school. The current pitch proposed is only for 5 a side, which is 
already available at the leisure centre. 
The is a lack of provision within the local area when compared to other areas. 
 
 
- Comment 66 (SN8 3RP) 
 
St John's is a very special school in part because of the community support it receives and in return it offers access to 
its facilities. Extending the sports facilities at the school makes huge sense as, not only will it contribute to student's 
health and wellbeing, it can also offer the same to local clubs and societies maximising the return on the investment. 
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- Comment 67 (SN8 1HZ) 
 
Has 3G/4G astroturf been considered for the outdoor space, instead of Asphalt? I can appreciate that this is likely to be 
more expensive - but would then likely enable the space to be hired-out to the local community more regularly for e.g. 
5-a-side football, hockey. Currently the only facilities such as this in the town are owned by the college, and are in 
almost constant use. 
- Comment 68 (SN81TP) 
 
Could the hard court surfaces be replaced by a floodlit astro pitch to provide local junior football teams with a training 
facility during the darker winter months? If funds are unavailable, contact MYFC coaches to see if parents/carers are 
willing to pay higher subscription fees to help cover the cost?  
- Comment 69 (SN8 1BA) 
 
Visual Impact Study, Landscaping and Ecology 
 
It is disingenuous to describe this huge building as single storey - a term which implies that it will be of low height.   
 
The proposed black colour may match other buildings on the site but these have windows. 
I suggest a grey colour to blend in.   
- Comment 70 (SN8 4AT) 

 
 


