
 

Art & Design AQA 

Year 12 Summer Induction Work 

 

You have chosen to take up A’Level Art next year and so really need to try to ‘keep your hand in’ in terms 

of creating work, drawing, exploring and collecting ideas etc. We are living in unique circumstances and not 

only have you now been given a huge amount of time to produce work but you may have lots of 

interesting new inspiration too.  

THERE ARE THREE LARGE TASKS TO COMPLETE BY SEPTEMBER 

Task # 1 

Create a VISUAL DIARY  

Over the next few weeks and months we would like you to create a VISUAL DIARY of your 

experiences. 

Try to find something to record your visual diary in – it might be a sketchbook (but try to ‘prep’ the pages with 

some paint/collage first to make them more  interesting) or you could use an old book even that you have at home 

and you could draw on the pages.  

This is the place where you can visually record the next few months.  

Your drawings/ paintings/ collages/ writing don’t have to be linked – they could just be about what you fancy drawing 

on the day but try to do SOMETHING in it EVERY DAY if you can! (objects, portraits, views etc) 

This hopefully will prove to be really inspirational for your work as we go forward into you’re A’Level Course. 

Task # 2 

Research Art History 

A-Level Art is much more analytical than GCSE and therefore it would be good to increase your Art 

History knowledge before September too.  

Wider reading could involve these books:  

• ‘This is Modern Art’ by Matthew Collings  

• ‘Difficult Women: A History of Feminism in 11 Fights’ by Helen Lewis  

• ‘Ways of Seeing’ by John Berger  

• ‘Women Artists in the 20th and 21st C’ edited by Uta Grosenick. 

• ‘Old Mistresses: Women, Art and Ideology' by Rozsika Parker and Griselda Pollock 

• ‘The Story of Art’ by E.H. Gombrich 

• ‘The Shock of the New’ by Robert Hughes  

And, of course, you could look at resources online too. This, below, is a brilliant resource set up for teachers but 

very read-able and gives you loads of information about how a huge variety of artists over the years have explored 

different themes in their work. https://www.tate.org.uk/art/teaching-resource   

This is also a fantastic YouTube which is easy to access and very watchable – something to do each day and perhaps 

some activities and inspiration for you too https://www.youtube.com/user/theartassignment/videos  

 

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/teaching-resource


 

Task # 3 

Research an Art Movement 

Research, in an in-depth manner, into one of the following art movements (see 

below). 

Find out about  

• When was this art movement? What else was happening in the world at that time? 

• Who were some of the key artists in the movement?  

• What was their work based on? 

• What was distinctive about the style, colours, materials used in the movement? 

• What other movements lead up to/inspired your movement (how does it fit into 

Art History)?  

• What other movements or artists did their work inspire?  

This will all be presented to your peers when we start the new school year so needs to be 

made in a presentable format (PowerPoint or handout perhaps?)  

 

Any help or guidance that you need, just ask  

You can email… 

 

Ms O’Brien (eobrien@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk) or 

Mrs Tin (etin@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk)  

Choose ONE of these movements to study and research about: 

• Baroque 

• Impressionism 

• Expressionism 

• Fauvism 

• Cubism 
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