
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y12 Classics Summer Work 2022 
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1. See the attached pre-reading and tasks sheet and work through the reading/tasks as appropriate. 

2. Read Book 9 of The Odyssey by Homer. 

3. Think carefully about Odysseus’ leadership in this Book. Construct a table of both good and bad examples of his leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                      A Level Classical Civilisation Recommended Pre-Reading & Tasks                       
 
Welcome to A Level Classical Civilisation. This selection of tasks and reading has been compiled to help you prepare for the A Level. You do NOT have to do every task on this list - please 
treat it as more of a pick and mix selection and select what appeals to you the most. It is recommended that you do at least one task/read one book from each category. Everybody must 
complete the task provided in bold at the bottom of this document, ready to hand in at your first Classics lesson in year 12. 
Furthermore, please do NOT go out and buy everything on this list (the Amazon links are there to help you identify the items). Make sure you check your local library service as many now 
offer digital lending as well as physical books. 
 
A reminder of the exam components that we will be studying: 

1. The World of the Hero - an in-depth and comparative study of Homer’s Odyssey and Virgil’s Aeneid. 

2. Greek Theatre - an in-depth study of two Greek tragedies; Sophocles’ Oedipus the King, Euripides’ Bacchae and the Greek comedy by Aristophanes, Frogs.  

3. Love and Relationships - an in-depth comparative study of what the Greeks and Romans each understood about love, marriage, gender roles and sexuality. 

 

1. Start to familiarise yourself with 
the prescribed texts. 

2. Familiarise yourself with Greek 
and Roman mythology. 

3. Familiarise yourself with the 
Greek and Roman world. 

Optional: Read a novel set in the 
classical world. 

Optional: Watch some relevant 
films and TV series 

Over the next two years we will be 
reading both Homer’s Odyssey (in 
Year 12) and Virgil’s Aeneid (in Year 
13).  

- 
Reading these texts for the first 
time can be a very challenging 
experience so you may wish to read 
the sparknotes version of each epic: 
Odyssey: 
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/ 

Aeneid: 
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/aeneid/ 

- 
Try to read the Odyssey (and the 
Aeneid as well if you can). Do not 
worry if these texts feel a little bit 
overwhelming at the moment - 
there’s a reason we will be 
spending a year on each one. The 
editions used by the exam board 
are: 

It is vital that you know who each of 
the following Greek gods are and 
how to identify them: 
 
Zeus, Hera, Poseidon, Hades, Athena, 
Ares, Apollo, Demeter, Hephaistos, 
Hestia, Hermes, Dionysus, Aphrodite 
and Artemis 
 

(You may wish to create a digital 
document or a scrapbook to collate 
this information) 
 
A very thorough website on 
mythology is: 
https://www.theoi.com/ 

- 
Recommended introductory reads 
on mythology: 
Mythos by Stephen Fry 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mythos-Greek-
Retold-Stephen-Fry/dp/0718188721 

Heroes by Stephen Fry 

Recommended introductory read 
on Greece: 
The Ancient Greeks: Ten Ways 
They Shaped the Modern World by 
Edith Hall 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ancient-Greeks-
Shaped-Modern-World/dp/009958364X 

- 
Recommended introductory read 
on Rome: 
SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome  
by Mary Beard  
https://www.amazon.co.uk/SPQR-History-
Professor-Mary-Beard/dp/1846683807 

- 
If you want to read something 
much lighter try the following 
books from the Horrible Histories 
series by Terry Deary: 

- Groovy Greeks 
- Rotten Romans 
- Ruthless Romans 

- 

A good historical novel can be an 
excellent introduction to the 
ancient world. 
 
Mythology & the Trojan War 
On the Seas to Troy by Caroline B 
Coney https://www.amazon.co.uk/Seas-

Troy-Caroline-B-Cooney/dp/0330415190  
 
The Silence of the Girls by Pat 
Barker - 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Silence-Girls-
Pat-Barker/dp/0385544219 

 
For the Most Beautiful by Emily 
Hauser - 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Most-Beautiful-
Emily-Hauser/dp/0857523147 

 
Circe by Madeline Miller - 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Circe-Sunday-
Bestseller-Madeline-Miller/dp/1408890070 

 

Television Series - Myths: 
The Great Greek Myths: 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B07PN7MNL
W 

The Great Greek Myths (Season 2 - 
the Trojan War): 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/video/detail/
B07Z3ZB3DS/ref=atv_dp_share_cu_r  

Jim Henson’s The Storyteller: Greek 
Myths 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/video/detail/
B07NMK4QYF/ref=atv_dp_b07_det_c_8DXrc
X_1_1  

-  
Documentaries: 
Akala’s Odyssey - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ca-
B15ea6GM&t=2s 

 
Mary Beard’s Ultimate Rome: 
Empire Without Limit series: 
https://youtu.be/GYjnRAFFy4g  
 

Ancient Greece: The greatest Show 
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Homer, ‘Odyssey’ translated by E. V. 
Rieu, revised translation by D. C. H. Rieu 
(Penguin) 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Odyssey-
Penguin-Classics-Homer/dp/0140449116 

or 
‘Homer: Odyssey – The Wanderings of 
Odysseus’, translated by A.S. Kline, 
online at Poetry in Translation 
https://www.poetryintranslation.com/PITBR
/Greek/Odhome.php 

 
Virgil, ‘Aeneid’ translated by D. West 
(Penguin) 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Aeneid-Penguin-
Classics-Virgil/dp/0140449329 

or 
Virgil, ‘The Aeneid’, translated by A.S. 
Kline, online at Poetry in Translation 
https://www.poetryintranslation.com/PITBR
/Latin/Virgilhome.php 

- 
Another good introduction to the 
Odyssey is Gareth Hinds graphic 
novel: 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Odyssey-Gareth-
Hinds/dp/0763642681 

- 
If you would like a more structured 
introduction, the Open University 
are offering free introductory 
online course on the Aeneid: 
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-
the-arts/introducing-virgils-aeneid/content-
section-0?active-tab=description-tab 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Heroes-Mortals-
Monsters-Quests-
Adventures/dp/0241380367 

- 
Any childhood collection or 
compendium of Greek and Roman 
mythology should be sufficient to 
help you start to build up your 
background knowledge. For 
example: 
The Mythology Book: Big Ideas 
Simply Explained by DK 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mythology-
Book-Ideas-Simply-
Explained/dp/1465473378 

 

The Open University are offering a 
free introductory online course 
‘Introducing the Classical World’: 
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-
the-arts/classical-studies/introducing-the-
classical-world/content-section-0?active-
tab=description-tab 

Rome 
The Cicero Trilogy by Robert Harris: 
Imperium - 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Imperium-
Cicero-Trilogy-Robert-Harris/dp/0099527669 

Lustrum - 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lustrum-Cicero-
Trilogy-Robert-Harris/dp/0099406322 

Dictator - 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dictator-Cicero-
Trilogy-Robert-Harris/dp/0091752108 

on Earth (with Prof. Michael Scott - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAkLT
WQUbG8 

- 
Films - Greece & Mythology: 
The Odyssey (1997) 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Odyssey-DVD-
Armand-Assante/dp/B000QUEK6O  

Troy (2004) 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Troy-
DVD/dp/B000621OMK 

300 (2007) 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/300-DVD-
Gerard-Butler/dp/B000VUVG3E 

- 
Films & TV Boxsets - Rome: 
Cleopatra (1963) 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Cleopatra-DVD-
Elizabeth-Taylor/dp/B004G6TCVC 

Rome (2005-2007) 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rome-
Complete-HBO-Seasons-
DVD/dp/B000UOOVDI (Due to the age 
rating, please get parental permission before 
watching this one!) 

 
For your very first Classics lesson, we would like you to have read the Odyssey Book 9 in detail, and have constructed a table 

detailing his good and bad leadership during the events of this book. 
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