
 

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 

Year 12 Summer Induction Work 

  

At St John’s we study the Edexcel Level 3 Extended Project Qualification. This is an AS-level qualification and is taken 

from Term 1 of Y12 until Term 2 of Y13. The EPQ is a stretching and rewarding programme which complements 

students’ A-Level courses whilst being valued by future employers and academic departments. During Y12 there is a 

taught element outlining the key principles and techniques for successfully completing an EPQ. This is followed by 

individual work supported by a supervisor until the finalisation of the project in November of Y13.  

Students who take the EPQ need to show genuine interest in their topic area, commitment, and good organisational 

skills. It is a skills-based qualification that aims to stretch and challenge students. Over the summer, to demonstrate 

you have the drive and aptitude for an EPQ you should complete the following tasks. 

 

Summer Preparation Tasks: 

 

1. Complete the following course from the University of Bath: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/epq-

success. There are three worksheets to accompany the course found after these instructions. These need to 

be completed and handed in in September. 

 

2. What type of project would you like to study? Consider the EPQ project options available to students at St 

John’s (Dissertation, Artefact and Performance). More information about the options can be found in the 

EPQ guide. 

 

3. What would you like to write about? Draft a question you would like to investigate for your EPQ. Think 

about: 

• How your EPQ may fit with a possible career path 

• An aspect of a subject area which you might like to study at university 

• Development of work form your A-Level courses; your EPQ must not duplicate work you have done or 

will do for your A-Level courses. It can, however, build on something you did at GCSE or any of your 

outside interests 

• A current topic of interest 

 

4. Consider the following and make notes: 

• The general topic area you will be investigating 

• What issues do you wish to examine within the topic area? 

• Where might you find research sources for your EPQ? 

 

Worksheets for use with the futurelearn course follow. 
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How to succeed in your EPQ (part 1): 

Nuts and bolts of completing your Project 

Use the Futurelearn resources at https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/epq-success to complete the 

questions below. 

1.2 Benefits of doing an EPQ 

On the video, how does Robbie say that the University of Bath rewards students taking the EPQ? 

Name three ways in which Molly says that the EPQ prepares you for university 

 

1.5 Examining your motivation 

What three statements from the list of reasons for doing an EPQ do you most agree with? 

Choose the most important one for yourself and write a couple of sentences justifying your answer 

 

1.7 Deciding your focus 

Write 5 questions you are curious about for your own topic/area, after looking at the example on 

ecosystems and biodiversity. 

 

1.9 Create your working title 

Share your ideas for a working title with a friend who is also doing EPQ, or post on the forum discussion 

on the FutureLearn page. Jot down any feedback you get below. 

 

1.11 Student stories – the project journey 

Lizzie says she wishes she could have decided on her final title later – why do you think this might be? 

Lizzie also says she wrote her report in sections and then put them together at the end. Explain one 

strength and one weakness of doing it this way. 

• Strength 

• Weakness 

 

1.13 A supervisor’s story – getting a good mark 

Note down 5 pieces of advice that Katie gives. 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/epq-success
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/epq-success


https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/epq-success 

 

Name: ...................................................................................... 

Page 1 of 2 
 

How to succeed in your EPQ (part 2): 

Nuts and bolts of completing your Project 
 

Use the FutureLearn resources at https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/epq-success to complete the 

questions below. 

2.1 Structuring your project 

What are the 3 parts of the project, and what does Diana liken them to regarding a fish? 

 

2.2 Paragraphing your report 

What are the 3 rules regarding each paragraph you write? 

What is the suggestion made about the length of paragraphs? 

 

2.4 Create a mind-map 

Using the example mind-maps in section §2.4, create your own one with some ideas of what might be 

included under your current topic/working title 

 

2.5 How to create an effective search 

What does Emma the librarian tell us about the first thing to do before heading off to use a search engine? 

 

2.6 Finding information for your EPQ project 

1. Other than online websites, name 3 other types of source that you could reference in your project. 

2. What is the advantage of academic journals? 

3. Even if you don’t find anything relevant in a particular article you are reading, what could you make 

note of? 

 

 

 

2.8 How to evaluate sources of information 

Emma says you should judge your sources on CRAAP – complete the table of information on this. 
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 What question(s) should you ask yourself? 
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2.9 Useful resources for finding information 

Learn about the “Access to Research Scheme” and then click the link to the website to find out if your 

local library is a member. What can they offer? 

 

2.11 Eating the elephant 

What does it mean “to eat the elephant”? 

 

2.13 Personality Quiz 

Take the personality quiz and jot below the time management strategies that best fit you. 
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How to succeed in your EPQ (part 3): 

Nuts and bolts of completing your Project 

Use the FutureLearn resources at https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/epq-success to complete the 

questions below. 

3.1 How to prepare and give a presentation 

State five things you should NOT do when giving a presentation 

 

3.2 Your EPQ presentation 

Answer the four suggested reflection questions. 

 

3.3 Capture your audience’s interest 

What is the most important aspect of a presentation? Name two things you can do to ensure this part goes 

well. 

Why should you use “unambiguous, jargon-free language”? 

 

3.5 How to own your presentation 

Which of the five stated fears do you most closely relate to? 

What is the advice given? 

 

3.7 Citations in action 

Download the PDF file and work through the questions. Make notes of anything you don’t understand and 

save to ask in your first EPQ session at school. 

 

3.8 Citations and referencing – ten things to remember 

What are the top 10 pieces of advice? 

 

3.12 How to write a reflective log 

What three things must you do in a reflection point? 

Think of one aspect of your project and have a go at one point using this formula. 
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