
 

Philosophy and Ethics (RS) Summer Work 2022 

Names of philosophers pictured 

AJ Ayer  

Peter Singer  

Joseph Fletcher 

St Thomas Aquinas Plato 

Aristotle 

Anselm Descartes Kant Bentham 

Buddha  

Mary Midgley 

 

The tasks outlined here are essential to prepare you for your A-Level in this subject.  The minimum 

requirement is 20 hours of work.  Resources for you to use are suggested, but please feel free to do your 

own research (try to avoid just using Wikipedia – look for other reliable, good quality resources) 

 

Task 1a: Key Philosophers  

Research some of the key philosophers listed above and pictured below that you will study in this course.  

Write about each philosopher including:  

a) Basic biographical details eg. when and where, life history etc 

b) At least ONE interesting or perhaps quirky fact about them 

c) What key philosophical ideas they had (their central contributions to philosophy) 

 

Present your work in a tidy, clear format. This will be a very useful resource for your A-Level course as you 

will come across these philosophers in your course.  You can choose how you want to present the 

information eg. a folder, an electronic document, a powerpoint presentation or use other software.  

You should absolutely avoid simply copying and pasting information from the internet – it should be 

your own words.  

 

Useful resources: 

• https://thebestschools.org/magazine/major-philosopher-ideas/ 

• https://www.britannica.com/browse/Philosophers 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDiyQub6vpw&list=PLwxNMb28XmpeypJMHfNbJ4RAFkRtmAN

3P (this is the School of Life YouTube Channel) 

 

Task 1b:  

Test your thinking with this game: https://www.philosophyexperiments.com/god/Default.aspx 

Easy and straightforward to play.   

   

 

Task 2a: Ethics and Ethical Theories 

Watch this video – An Introduction to Ethics.  Make detailed notes.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_t4obUc51A 

 

Read the following link.  Write at least ½ side on these 3 areas of Ethics: Normative Ethics, Meta Ethics, 

Applied Ethics: https://www.philosophybasics.com/branch_ethics.html 

 

Task 2b: Ethics  

 

Visit the Ethics section of the Guardian newspaper here:  https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethics 

Read 3 articles and research the ethical issues raised.   Write up or prepare a presentation on the 3 issues 

you have researched.   

Include: what the key ethical issue is, different views on this issue (think: do people disagree on this issue? 

Why? What arguments do they use to suggest their view on the topic is right?) and your own personal view 

on this issue, and why you take this view.  Be prepared to discuss your issues in class.   

 

https://thebestschools.org/magazine/major-philosopher-ideas/
https://www.britannica.com/browse/Philosophers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDiyQub6vpw&list=PLwxNMb28XmpeypJMHfNbJ4RAFkRtmAN3P
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDiyQub6vpw&list=PLwxNMb28XmpeypJMHfNbJ4RAFkRtmAN3P
https://www.philosophyexperiments.com/god/Default.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_t4obUc51A
https://www.philosophybasics.com/branch_ethics.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethics


 

 

Task 3: Buddhism  

After reading: ‘The Life of Siddhartha Gautama’ make a timeline of the Buddha’s life – include the key points 

of his conception, birth and early life. Include the reason he was kept in the Palace and the Four Sights – 

(those people who Siddhartha saw when he went out of the Palace that led to his departure). Then you need 

the experiences that led to his enlightenment, what he did after that and then finally the circumstances and 

location of his death  

This overview of Buddhism at GCSE Level will develop your knowledge. Listen and make detailed notes:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lr5PyWBCun8 

 

Suggestions for extra reading/research:   

If you can find a copy (these are very useful key texts but hard to come by):  

 

A Students Approach to Buddhism by Denise Cush  

Buddhism by Dominique Side 

Other Alternatives: 

Teach yourself Buddhism by Clive Erricker  

Buddhism; A Very Short Introduction by Damien Keown 

 

Podcast 

Anything on Buddhism that appears here. Currently Buddhsim and the Environment. 

https://linktr.ee/texttalks?fbclid=IwAR1ww8rzKrVYh4ILSsbhfGCOR3TfQnQIJjyppuztVh4leCX6VL-ZeZ-6fnY 

 

Other optional suggested reading: 

• Sophie’s World by Jostein Gaarder 

• The Philosophy Files by Stephen Law The Philosophy Gym by Stephen Law Ethics Matters by Peter 

Vardy  

• Puzzle of Sex by Peter Vardy  

• God Matters by Peter Vardy  

• Ethics Matters by Peter Vardy 

• The Thinkers Guide to Evil by Peter Vardy The Thinkers Guide to God by Peter Vardy 

 

You can purchase these books easily and relatively cheaply on Amazon or other online booksellers or apps.   

 

Useful YouTube channels to prepare you for your A-Level – choose a few to watch to develop your 

understanding of this subject:  

 

• https://www.youtube.com/c/PhilosophyVibe 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtNgK6MZucdYldNkMybYIHK

R&index=2 (Crash Course Philosophy) 

•  

 

REMEMBER your acceptance on this course in September is dependent on your completing these tasks to a 

very good standard. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lr5PyWBCun8
https://linktr.ee/texttalks?fbclid=IwAR1ww8rzKrVYh4ILSsbhfGCOR3TfQnQIJjyppuztVh4leCX6VL-ZeZ-6fnY
https://www.youtube.com/c/PhilosophyVibe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtNgK6MZucdYldNkMybYIHKR&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtNgK6MZucdYldNkMybYIHKR&index=2


 

 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 


