
 

Politics Year 12 Summer Induction Work 

  

An Introduction to A Level Politics – work to complete for UK Politics 

Year 11, welcome to A Level Politics. This is a truly fascinating course and we are living through truly 

unprecedented times. Although 

Marlborough can feel somewhat distant 

from Westminster at times -where the 

key decisions around our country’s 

prosperity are made – we have all learned 

first-hand in recent weeks how political 

decision-making can very much affect our 

daily lives and the vital responsibility that 

politicians have to ensure the welfare of 

their voters.  

Textbooks and websites will give you 

many different definitions of politics. Politics is all about people, at its heart, its simply the process of how 

groups make decisions. Of course, we are particularly concerned with the group of people that make the 

decisions that govern our country. Therefore, your first year of studying politics in Year 12 is split into two 

halves. The first is known as ‘UK Politics’, this very much focuses on the big issues around choosing who 

the ‘group’(Members of Parliament) that governs Britain actually is. For example, you explore the type of 

democracy that Britain is today and its strengths 

and weaknesses, how people vote and the issues 

it presents, the different political parties in our 

system and finally why particular election results 

panned out the way they did. The second half of 

Year 12 is known as ‘UK Government’. This 

unit focuses more on the methods the MP’s use 

to govern the country. For example, you 

explore parliament and the law-making process, 

the powers of the prime minister and the 

cabinet and the role of the courts.  

This work set will give you an introduction to A Level Politics. As you know, politics is ever-changing (and 

our lessons change every year because of this!). The current situation will form part of your studies, so it is 

important you keep up-to-date with the news. Remember, that politics is all about recognizing different 

points of view – almost every issue we discuss will have a difference of opinion and you’ll need to 

demonstrate you understand those different opinions on your course. Please see below tasks for you to 

complete in the coming weeks to help prepare you for next year. 

Best of luck and we hope you enjoy your study of Politics! 

Mr Streeton and Mr Baldrey 

Year 12 A Level Politics Teachers 

 



 

Course Outline Unit 1 UK Politics 

Topic 1 – Democracy and Participation 

• Current systems of representative democracy and direct democracy 

• A wider franchise and debates over suffrage. 

• Pressure groups and other influences 

• Rights in context. 

Topic 2 – Political Parties 

• Political parties 

• Established political parties (Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrat parties), there origins and 

policies 

• Emerging and minor UK political parties (e.g. the Green Party) 

• UK political parties in context. 

Topic 3 – Electoral Systems 

• Different electoral systems (First-Past-The-Post, Supplementary Vote, Additional Member System 

and Single Transferable Vote) 

• Referendums and how they are used 

• Electoral system analysis 

Topic 4 – Voting Behaviour and the Media 

• Case studies of three general elections (1979, 1997 and 2019) and the reasons behind the results 

for each 

• The influence of the media 

Course Outline Unit 2 UK Government 

Topic 1 – The Constitution 

• The nature and sources of the UK constitution 

• How the constitution has changed since 1997 

• The role and powers of devolved bodies in the UK, and the impact of this devolution on the UK 

• Debates on further reform 

Topic 2 – Parliament 

• The structure and role of the House of Commons and House of Lords 

• The comparative powers of the House of Commons and House of Lords 

• The legislative process 

• The ways in which Parliament interacts with the Executive. 

Topic 3 – Prime Minister and Executive 

• The structure, role and powers of the executive 

• The concept of ministerial responsibility. 

• The Prime Minister and the Cabinet 

Topic 4 – Relations between branches 

• The Supreme Court and its interactions with, and influence over, the legislative and policy-making 

process 

• The relationship between the executive and parliament 

• The aims, role and impact of the European Union on UK government 

• The location of sovereignty in the UK political system 



 

    

Tasks to introduce you to Unit 1 – UK Politics 

TASK 1 – Researching the key terms 

Your first topic is called ‘Democracy and Participation’. Research the definitions of these key terms that 

will appear on this unit 

• Legitimacy 

• Direct Democracy 

• Representative Democracy 

• Pluralist Democracy 

• Participation Crisis 

• Democratic deficit 

• Franchise/suffrage 

• Think-tanks 

• Lobbyists 

TASK 2 – Getting to know the three main UK Parties 

Use the link below to get to the December 2019 General Election ‘manifesto guide’ by the BBC.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election-2019-50291676  

For the Conservative Party, Labour Party, Liberal Democrats and one small party of your choice (e.g. 

Brexit Party, Green Party) write down two examples of each of their policies on the following topics. You 

should have 12 policies in total for each party. 

• Brexit 

• Economy 

• NHS and Care 

• Education 

• Law and Order 

• Work and benefits 

TASK 3 –  Exploring the constituency of Devizes 

Marlborough is within the ‘Devizes’ constituency, which is one of the 650 constituencies that make up the United 

Kingdom. The Member of Parliament is Danny Kruger.  

• Find out the election result in the Devizes constituency 

• Research Danny Kruger and find out where he stands on political issues, his website link is here 

https://www.dannykruger.org.uk  

• Which issues do you agree/disagree on with Danny Kruger. Once you’ve summarised Danny Kruger’s 

stance, say why you agree or not any why 

Tasks to introduce you to Unit 2 – UK Government 

TASK 1: Key Terms in UK Government 

Look up the following terms and write out/type their definitions: 

Backbenchers,   Cabinet,   Codification,  Common Law,   Confidence and Supply,   Constitution,   

Conventions,   Devolution,   Electoral Mandate,   Entrenchment,   House of Commons,   House of Lords,   

Constitutional Monarchy,   Parliament Sovereignty,   Coalition,   The Rule of Law,   UK Supreme Court 

 

TASK 2: Research on the Three main Political Parties 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election-2019-50291676


 

    

Find the names and dates of the leaders of the main three political parties (Conservative, Labour and Liberal 

Democrats) since 1945. 

 

TASK 3: General Election results since 1945 

Find and record the results of General Elections since 1945. Remember to state how many MPs the parties won and 

you many find the percentage share of the vote for each party. 

 

TASK 4: Prime Ministers and their reputations 

Find out the names and dates of Prime Ministers since 1945, include their political party. For each Prime Minister 

write a short record of their achievements (positive and negative). 

 

TASK 5: The current UK Government 

Former Prime Minister, Harold Wilson said that ‘a week is a long time in politics’. This certainly seems the case 

today and things can change quickly, including members of the government. However, find out who is currently in 

the Cabinet in the UK.  

 

TASK 6: A ‘trip’ to the UK Parliament 

Follow this link and take a virtual tour of the UK Parliament: https://www.parliament.uk/visiting/virtualtour/    

The Parliament website is vast, therefore take a look at what else is available on this platform.  

If you finish all that, check out these TV and Radio recommendations to help 

you keep up to date until September 

 

 

PTO



 

 

Question Time 

Channel: BBC1/iPlayer 

Time: Thursdays (normally 2235, but earlier in the 

evening in current situation) 

This programme includes a studio audience and a 

panel that debate the major political issues of the 

week. 

Sophy Ridge on Sunday 

Channel: Sky News/YouTube 

Time: Sundays 8.30-10am  

This programme includes one on one interviews with 

leading politicians. Sophy Ridge has a very different 

interview style to Andrew Marr and switching 

between them to compare is a good idea!   

LBC Radio 

Channel: DAB, Smart Speaker, YouTube 

Time: All day  

This is a commercial radio station that 

discussing mainly political issues. Each hour 

there is a different topic that the public 

phone in and debate with the host. Unlike 

TV, radio hosts on commercial radio can be 

biased and LBC has radio hosts across the 

political spectrum 


