
 
 

 

Wednesday 14 January 2026 
ker/pmt/Battlefields/Dec2026 

 

Dear Parent / Guardian, 

Year 9 WW1 Battlefields Trip to France & Belgium – 4 to 7 December 2026 

 

The English depart are delighted to announce that will be running a WW1 Battlefields trip 

exclusively for Yr.9 (current Yr.8) English students in the next academic year. The trip will be an 

unforgettable experience for students and complement the study of the Power and Conflict 

anthology of poetry which is taught at GCSE. 

We have initially reserved 45 places for St John’s students. We are undertaking this visit in 

partnership with John O’Gaunt School in Hungerford, so overall trip booking numbers will comprise 

students from both schools. We anticipate that demand for this visit will be high so, should it be 

oversubscribed, the trip leaders will allocate places taking into account the effort and behaviour 

demonstrated by students in school. If the trip is then still oversubscribed places will be allocated by 

random selection. 

Travel will be by coach and ferry. Exact travel timings will be confirmed once the channel crossings 

have been booked. The students will be travelling on their own Passports, and these must 

be valid for at least six months after the date of return. A valid European Health Insurance 

Card (EHIC) or UK Global Health Insurance Card (GHIC) will also be required. Please note that 

students will not be able to travel without a valid EHIC/GHIC card. 

 

Please see below for further details. 

Dates Friday 4 to Monday 7 December 2026 

What is included  • Return travel by coach and ferry. 

• 3 nights’ accommodation  

• Meals on a full board basis 

• Programme of activities and excursions 

• Travel Insurance 

Cost  

Estimated cost based on 

45 students 

It is anticipated that the trip cost will be £395.00 based on 45 students 

travelling. Please note that the cost may increase if this number is not 

reached. 

Activities & visits • La Chocolaterie de Beussenty- Chocolate Factory 

• In Flanders Field Museum 

• Menin gate 

• Yorkshire Trench 

• Tyne Cot Cemetery 

• Langemarck 

• 1916 Museum, Albert 

• Lochnager Crater 

• Thiepval 

• Beaumont Hamel 

• Amiens Christmas Market 

• Nausicaa Aquarium 



 

Accommodation  Chateau du Broutel, a 17th century manor, and activity centre where 

students will be in dormitory rooms, usually 4 to a room. Students 

from different schools will not be sharing rooms. 

Meals The students will receive three meals per day with the first meal being 

dinner on Friday 4 December and the last being a packed lunch 

provided on Monday 7 December. 

Bedding Students are required to bring their own sleeping bag, pillow 

with pillowcase and towels 

Payment schedule  Payment Amount  

£100.00 – Deposit 

£50.00 

£50.00 

£50.00 

£50.00 

£50.00 

£45.00 

Due Date  

Monday 9 February 2026 

Monday 9 March 2026 

Monday 6 April 2026 

Monday 4 May 2026 

Monday 8 June 2026 

Monday 6 July 2026 

Monday 3 August 2026 

Travel requirements All pupils require a current passport. Please ensure passport is valid for 

six months after date of return. Non-EU passport holders may require 

a visa; this can be checked via their government website. 

 

It is anticipated that the trip cost will be £395.00 based on 45 students traveling. Please 

note that the cost may increase if this number is not reached. 

 

To secure your son/daughter’s place on the trip an initial deposit of £100.00 will be required on 

or before 15.00hrs on Monday 9 February 2026. Followed by six further instalments as listed 

above. Please make note of these instalment dates as reminders will not be sent. Please ensure 

that payment instalments are paid in full by the below due dates. Persistent overdue payment may 

result in your son/daughter being removed from the trip at your cost. 

 

Trip deposits will be returned to you should there be insufficient interest in the trip or if your 

son/daughter is not allocated a place. 

 

In case of financial hardship, support  may be available from the St John’s t request assistance please email 

Mrs Woodburn @ swoodburn@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk. Emails will be dealt with confidentially and 

sympathetically. Proof of household income will need to be supplied to support the request. 

 

Payment should be made online through ParentPay. If you have mislaid your log in details, 

please contact Mrs Shirley Woodburn on DD 01672 519567 or by emailing 

swoodburn@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk 

 

Please be advised that by signing your child up to a school trip you are entering into a 

financial agreement with St John’s to pay the full cost of the trip by the due date advised. 

Once places have been confirmed trip payments will be non-returnable unless the school 

cancels the trip.  

Please note that should parental request withdraw a student unless for a substantiated 

medical reason, parents will be liable for the full cost of the trip. All such withdrawals should be 

discussed, in the first instance, with Mrs Pauline Marshall-Thomas via trips@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk or DD 

01672 518896. 

It is imperative that the students who we take on the trip are responsible and can 

follow instructions. We will not take students who have had any exclusions this 

academic year or a substantial amount of negative behaviour points.  
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There are limited places available for this trip and, if oversubscribed, we will look 

closely at attendance and behaviour as stated in our trips policy. We will inform you if 

there is a waiting list. 

The organisation of all trips includes a comprehensive risk assessment. The Principal and Trip 

Organiser may choose to exclude from the trip any students whose behaviour, attendance or 

schoolwork is not satisfactory. Any student withdrawn by St John’s for these reasons will be at the 

expense of the parents. It is not possible to guarantee any refund of monies already committed by St John’s 

and indeed expenses not already covered may be claimed from you. 

 

Please be aware that the medical information and contact details for your son/daughter that you 

have supplied for St John’s records are printed and taken on the trip by the trip leader and their 

deputy in case an emergency arises. They are also supplied to the member of the Senior Leadership 

Team who is point of contact for the trip. The printouts are destroyed once the trip is over. By 

applying for a place on the trip, you are giving your consent for this information to be used for this 

purpose. 

 

If your child is either asthmatic or has anaphylaxis, they must ensure that they always 

carry their inhaler or EpiPen on them during the trip.  

 

Please be aware that in the case of an insurance claim being necessary, you will be asked to 

reimburse St John’s for any insurance excess paid on your behalf at the time of treatment in resort. 

Claims for lost/stolen/damaged personal effects will be paid less any relevant excess. 

 

Deposit payment and permission must be received by 15.00hrs on Monday 9 February 

2026 at the latest. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Mrs K Room 

Key Stage 4 Leader, English 

 

 

 

 


