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6th January 2026

Dear Parents & Carers

STJOHN'S

MARLBOROUGH

GCSE Art and Designh — Exam Packs

As you are aware your son/daughter is starting the preparation work for their GCSE Art and Design
externally set assignment. The supervised time is scheduled to start the week of the |3th of April
2026. This component is worth 40% of their overall GCSE mark.

The exam paper was released by AQA on 2 January and your son/daughter is in the process of
choosing an exam topic to explore over the next few weeks prior to their exam.

Students have been briefed on the expectations for this solely independent project and | have

given them all an A5 booklet recommending how they could plan and structure their exam
preparation work and presentation. | have attached a digital copy of this booklet for your
information. Please take time to familiarise yourself with the hand-in deadlines over the next couple
of months which your son/daughter must plan towards. It would be wonderful if you help support
them to stay on target during their preparation window, go through all the information in this
booklet with them and discuss topics and planning their time effectively at home.

With a solely independent project, | must point out that your son/daughter may choose how they
plan this project and have total autonomy on the topic they wish to explore and how they present
their work.

This year to help students organise and present their work effectively | have put together an exam
pack that students are able to purchase. All students are being advised to use an A4 sketchbook or
A4 Flip Folder to work on their chosen topic at home and it is suggested that they create work in
class to present on A2 Mount Boards.

The exam pack contains both items needed:

e 8 x A2 Mount Boards
e | x A4 sketchbook or A4 Flip File

The cost of these items is £12.00. Payment should be made online through ParentPay. Payment can
also be made by cheque with the completed slip at the end of this letter. For security purposes we
request that you do not make payments in cash, the Academy cannot be held responsible for the
non-receipt of cash payments from students. If not paying online, please return the slip and
payment as appropriate via the financial mailbox in an envelope marked GCSE Art Exam Pack and
for the attention of Mrs Marshall-Thomas. Pupil Premium students will receive their exam pack via
their class teacher.

We also suggest that students purchase a pack of acrylic pens and/or a white pen, to illustrate their
boards, both these items can be found on the High Street and websites like Amazon.
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If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. _

Yours sincerely STJOHN’S

O Lrsiorn MARLBOROUGH

Miss E O’Brien
Head of Art and Design
EObrien@stjohns.excalibur.org.uk

Please return slip and cheque payment to the Financial Mailbox in the Atrium opposite Student Services. These should be
in an envelope marked for the attention of Mrs Marshall-Thomas and GCSE Art Pack must also be detailed on it. Cheques
should be made payable to ‘St John’s Marlborough’.

GCSE Exam Pack Supplies

Student:
Tutor Group:

| would like my son/daughter to have an art pack:

GCSE Art Exam Pack £12.00 FSM/Pupil Premium Student —
no charge.

Signed:
Date:
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