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14th April 2026 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

As we enter the final phase of GCSE preparation, I am writing to outline the expectations for all 

Year 11 students over the coming weeks.  

To ensure every student receives the strongest possible support, all Year 11 students are expected 

to attend school as normal until May half term. This includes students who may have already 

completed some of their exams. Maintaining full attendance during this period is essential, as the 

learning provided will directly strengthen their performance in the remaining subjects.  

During this time, students will take part in a programme of specialist, high impact revision lessons 

delivered by their subject teachers and curriculum experts. These sessions are a key part of our 

revised approach at St John’s and are based on sound educational research, which consistently 

shows that:  

• Active, structured revision led by subject specialists has a significantly greater impact on 

exam outcomes than independent revision alone  

• Targeted teaching focused on key topics, themes and exam techniques helps 

students retain knowledge more effectively  

• Expert modelling, guided practice and immediate feedback improve confidence and exam 

performance  

The lessons will be:  

• Tailored to each subject, focusing on the exact knowledge and skills needed for the 

remaining papers  

• Active and engaging, using proven revision strategies that help students remember and apply 

information  

• Centred on key exam topics, themes and techniques, ensuring students know how to 

approach questions with confidence  

• Delivered by subject specialists, who can address misconceptions quickly and provide expert 

guidance  

 

 

 

 



We fully recognise the importance of independent revision, and students should continue to revise 

at home alongside attending school. However, this structured, expert led approach ensures that 

every student receives high quality, focused support right up to their final exam.  

Thank you for your continued support in ensuring your child attends school every day and arrives 

ready to learn. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Mr A Henderson  


