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Effective revision...improves students'
ability to:

retrieve information;
* understand content; and

e connect ideas to use them successfully in an exam
situation




TECHNIQUES —

Traditional methods of revision typically rely on passive
reading of notes and unchecked practice

* Copying notes
* Highlighting key words
* Adding colours to notes

* Re-reading a textbook or revision guide

* Mnemonics

* Summarising notes



EFFECTIVE REVISION IS ACTIVE REVISION N

STJOHNS

MARLBOROUGH

There is a lot of research on the most effective study strategies.

* Retrieval Practice: retrieving knowledge from

. The most effective
memory, without any notes/cues.

: _ e _ strategies force your
° Spacmg: leaving a gap between learning information .
and revisiting it. brain to work harder

* Elaboration: using ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions to to retrieve and use
explain our learning or teach others. information

° Dual-coding: using images to help remember our
learning.




ACTIVE REVISION STRATEGIES I l
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* Brain dumps for retrieval
Using Past Papers:
* Cornell notes
e Using past papers helps
* Self-testing using effective flashcards Studdents hone exam strategy
and timings.
° Spacing and interleaving e But, students need an effective
way of checking what they're
* Mixed retrieval practice doing right/wrong and
understanding how to improve.
° Ela boration e Completing too many whole
papers also leads to fatigue.
A
Guidance on active revision strategies can be found in sV
The St John's Way to Revise on our online Revision Hub




MIXED RETRIEVAL PRACTICE I I
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A 2. 'Shuffle’ questions so that they randomly

|.Ask your child to use flashcards, revision guides cover a range of topics.Try to vary the difficulty

or the internet to create retrieval questions from simple fact recall to how/why questions

3. Be the quizmaster — test your child's

: : 4. Focus further revision on questions they
knowledge using the questions

struggle to answer



ELABORATION
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Be the student - ask your child to 'teach’ you about

something they're revising

Ask 'how' and 'why' questions and prompt them to explain

terminology or concepts they use

Encourage them to go deeper. Ask questions like "so
what?"; "can you talk me through that?"; "why does that

matter?" ; "what happens next?"

If they struggle to explain something, that's where they

need to focus their revision.
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What are you
revising today?

Photosynthesis?
What's that?

So how does it work
exactly?

Wait, what's xylem?
Why is that important?

Ok, so what happens
next?




Be realistic: Start with a light touch and plan in
plenty of downtime. Ramp up over time.

Prioritise: Which subjects are most important, and _

Creating a —
revision plan O Snoms

Break it down: List all the topics for each subject and
prioritise these too.

 Use the goals from the 'Year ||

Split time: Plan 30 minute ‘chunks’ with breaks in

R ea d | ness R ev | ew ' between - longer sessions decrease focus.
Populate the plan: start with priority subjects and
* Target need, not ease topics, then fillin the gaps.
0 Keep it fresh: Switch between subjects and topics
e Be flexible P ) P

regularly. Work on a rolling 2- or 3-week cycle.

o fo Be productive: Read through the guidance on
¢ B e s P ecCl fl C revision strategies and plan which to use — mix them
up to keep your brain alert.

¢ S e t g Oa I S an d ke c P t rac k Repeat: Keep returning to the same topics every few

weeks. Once is not enough!

Review: Celebrate progress and adapt the plan if it's
not working.




Revision Hub

The St John's Way to Revise
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The St John’s

Way to Revise

Contents

1.Revision planning
2.Flashcards
3.Cornell notes
4.Brain dumps
5.Mixed retrieval
6.Elaboration
7.Chunking & spacing

8.Practice papers

UPDATED SEPTEMBER 2026

Step-by-step guidance on
using active revision strategies

The St John's Journely

The St John's Journey

The St John's Journey

Exam

THIS IS HOW WE DO IT HERE

THIS IS HOW WE DO IT HERE
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English Literature

Year 11 Mock Exam Information

and exam board

‘Past papers

AQAEnglish Lit 0802

SGSE English Literaturs Specification
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o two questions on themes or

ve studied up to the time of the

Bp810 1evise characters, themes,

ragraphs before you move up toa

Year 11 Mocks ijons Aand B only
Thisisa d it your mock exam -, djust it
own neaeds and the time you h ilable. Each more than 20.
{except re-reading/watching the playt!)
A one given
Week Task 1 (Essential) Task 2 (Extension] ote that youwill anly be
commencing
12/10/26 Re-read An Inspector Watch the play
Calis https:/www.youtube.com/watch v=zXTOFgirQWM
19/10/26 For AIC, create a large Choose a character and write a ‘pen portrait’ of 10ne side and its context
visual"textmap®”onA3 | them. ter -~ test yoursel! regularly.
paper showing: « Whatare they like? s down one side and themes
o M the |« Do through the play? sach poam/thems.
eentrowith 3 key + How does Priestiey describe them?
qQuotations each * Howdoes what they say define them?
o 5-7majorthemes (.8 |+ Whatideas do they represent? E.g. Birling =
pawer, gender) Capitalism.
branching out with
supporting quotations
o Keyplot points marked
in order
26/10/26 For the poetry, createa | Choose two poems and map the connections
comparisan grid:
o Listthepoemsyou | What are the similarities and differences between
have studied down the | them in terms of language, theme, structure, attitude
left side ete
o Add theme columns
across the top (power, | Identify three comparison points and note them down
conflict, nature, with quotations.
memary, etc.)
o Fillin2-3short
quotations per poem
under relevant
themes.
02/17/26 Create two sets of Working with quotations
flashcards: + Choose a quotation from your flashcards and
AlC: writa itout on a piece of paper. Zoom in on one (or
Front: Key quotation more) of the words and explain why the writer has
Backe Charactec/theme, chosen it (what effect does it have?)
context in the text,
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Full exam overview
for every subject
Summary of topics
Recommended
revision strategies
Exam tips

Weekly structured
revision plans (some
subjects only for
mock exams)
Available from today
for mock exams
Available in January
for final exams



